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Z)MS AUTOMOTIVE 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES. 

AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE 
WE’VE BEEN UNLEASHING 
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE 
FOR OVER 1S YEARS. 


DMS 1M(EVO MARCH '12) 

"THERE'S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM 


DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES (EVO OCTOBER '10) 

"IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2 


DMS 1351 (BMW CAR MAY 09) 

"THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW 
MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL" 


DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVO SEPTEMBER '08) 

"IT'S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR. 
YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING" 


DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK (EVO JUNE 'll) 

"DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL" 



BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO UPGRADE. 

WE ARE ABLE TO UNLEASH PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO V12 SUPERCARS: 


PORSCHE 

997 TURBO/S 3.8 INC PDK » 611 BHP 
997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP 
997 GT2 RS » 670+ BHP 

996 TURBO/GT2 » 600+ BHP 

997 CARRERA S PDK » 400+ BHP 
997 CARRERA S» 376+ BHP 

997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP 
997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP 
997 GT3UP»436BHP 
BOXSTER 3.4S » 336+ BHP 
CAYMAN S » 342 BHP 
CAYENNE GTS » 440 BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.5 » 565+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 » 578+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO S 4.8 » 600+ BHP 
CAYENNE 4.2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP 
CAYENNE DIESEL » 300+ BHP 
PANAMERATURBO»600+ BHP 
PANAMERA DIESEL » 305+ BHP 


MERCEDES-BENZ 

'63' 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 600+BHP 
'500' 4.7 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 498+BHP 
SL65 BLACK » 720+ BHP (+DELIMIT) 

SL65 AMG » 690 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

'55' AMG KOMPRESSOR » 580+BHP 
C63 AMG » 530+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
SL63AMG»560+BHP(+DE-LIMIT, 

RE-MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENSION) 

CL600 Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP 

SLK55 AMG » 389 BHP (+DELIMIT) 

SLK350»328BHP 

220 CDi ALL MODELS » 210+ BHP 

250 CDi ALL MODELS » 259+ BHP 

320 CDi V6» 274 BHP 

350 CDi V6» 312 BHP 

420 7450 CDi V8» 358 BHP 


BMW 

M5/M6 F10»620+ BHP 
M5 VI 0 » 548+ BHP (205 MPH) 
X5M/X6M»618BHP 
1M»411+BHP 

M3 E90/92 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

M3 E46 » 370 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

F10 520D»221 BHP 

F10 530D»296BHP 

F10 535D»358BHP 

335i/135i/X6 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

123D»252 BHP 

330D E90»296+BHP 

320D E90»215BHP 

730D»290+ BHP 

X5 4.0D/740D»370BHP 

X5 3.0D»296BHP 

X6X50I4.4»500+BHP 

535D/335D/X5SD»355+ BHP 

M135i Please call for more info 


EXOTIC /MISC 

FERRARI CALIFORNIA 487 BHP 

FERRARI 599 647 BHP 

FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP 

GALLARDO » 546 BHP 

LP560» 600+BHP 

LP640 » 707 BHP 

MURCIELAGO LP640 » 707 BHP 

MASERATI GT/OPORT » 438 BHP 

MASER ATI GT S / MC » 479+ BHP 

ALL 2014 MASERATI'S Please call for more info 

AUDI RS6 4.0TV8 Please call for more info 

AU Dl RS6 VI 0 » 680+BH P +DE-LI M IT 

AUDI R8V1 »592+BHP 

AUDI RS4/R8 B7 » 439 BHP + DE-LIMIT 

AUDI RS3»420+ BHP 

AUDI Q7/A8 4.2TDi»400+ BHP 

AUDI 3.0TDi (ALL MODELS) » 300+ BHP 

AUDI S3 / GOLF R» 317+ BHP 

ALL 2014 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE 

RANGE ROVER 4.4 TDV8 » 395 BHP 

R ROVER SPORT 3.0D » 305 BHP 

EVOQUE 2.2 DIESEL » 240 BHP 

BENTLEY 4.0 TV8» 600+ BHP 

BENTLEY CGT / F-SPUR (INC 2013) » 660 BHP 

GT SPEED / SUPERSPORT » 680+ BHP 
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t's usually about this time of year that 1 begin to get excited about the 
start of the new motorsport season and while there's no BMW interest in 
Formula One these days, 1 still end up feeling like a kid on Christmas eve 
just prior to the season starting. That feeling of optimism and elation 
evaporated pretty rapidly during the course of the Australian Grand Prix as 
it looked like we were simply going to watch Mercedes Domination the 
sequel this year, so 1 was pleasantly surprised when Ferrari managed a win 
in Malaysia. 1 can't see anyone else other than Mercedes winning the title 
though and 1 can imagine there are some top-level BMW execs watching 
Flonda's re-entry to FI thinking they were glad they didn't try that again! 

It's not just about FI though and as 1 type this we're literally a couple of days away from the start of 
the BTCC season and hopefully I'll be able to duck out of the family Easter Sunday meal for a few 
minutes to see how Andy Priaulx gets on in his return to the series behind the wheel of one of the 
West Surrey-run 125i M Sports. So far his endurance racing exploits in the Z4 in the US haven't gone 
exactly to plan - there's nothing wrong with his driving, the car just hasn't been reliable or quick 
enough so far. Let's hope that when he has his first outing in the Z4 in the European Le Mans Series it 
goes more according to plan. 

It's not just modern racing that we have to look forward to though as there will be some fantastic 
classic events to bookmark this year, too. While the CSLs you can see pictured below with the latest 
Z4 GTLM machine might not have been racing at Sebring, it was great to see the cars wheeled out in 
celebration of the 40th anniversary of BMW's first major victory in America and the Z4s wearing a 
similar colour scheme was a nice touch. If you want to see cars like these classic GSLs in action you'll 
probably need to head over to Europe to events such as the Spa Glassic, the Monza Flistoric or the 
Old Timer Grand Prix at the Nurburgring. It's well worth the effort though. 

We have two cracking racing features this month too, both featuring the E36 - one's a history piece 
about Steve Soper's Super Tourer in which he won the Spa 24 Flour race and the Guia Touring Gar 
event in Macau and we've also had a look at a trio of Brits who will be entering the 24 Flour race at 
the 'Ring for the first time. But don't worry, it's not all about race cars as we have plenty of new cars, 
modified cars and classics to drool over this month too. Enjoy the issue. 

Bob Harper, Editor 
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SCHMIEDMANN 

BMWspedaSst 


Worlds largest supplier of BMW 

Styling, tuning and 
equipment 



From £ 63.93 


Schmiedmann S-TECH. sport-brake-discs ventilated, slotted and S-coated, High 
quality material G3000, QS-9000/IS09001 certified production and anti corrosion 
Geomet S-coating. The brake discs can be mounted with our standard brake pads, 
but it will be an advantage to use for instance EBC racing brake pads! 

E30 Z1 front set 260X22MM £ 71.61 E36 E46 rear set 276X1 9MM £ 71.61 

E21 E30 rear set 258X10MM £ 63.93 E8x E9x E89 front set 300X24MM £ 89.55 

E36 E46 Z3 Z4 front set 286X22MM £ 76.61 E8x E9x rear set 300X20MM £ 89.54 



Schmiedmann sport rear silencers first- 
class quality handmade in Italy! 100% stain- 
less steel with a nice deep sound. The rear 
slincers is also lighter that the original. 



New strut bars from Wiechers Sport eg. for 
BMW F20 F21 F30 F31 F35 F10 F11 F18 

select between painted steel, polished alu- 
minium or carbon. We have strut bars for 
almost all BMW models 



Schmiedmann gear lever cover -Sport 
Edition-, hand-sewn genuine black leather 
or suede with red stitching and a stainless 
steel emblem. Fits most BMW models. 



E46 Schmiedmann RHD high flow Sport 
manifold M52/M54 inclusive 200cell sport 
catalysts. This is one of the most effective 
ways to gain more power on a 6cyl. E46 



From £ 2.49 


Schmiedmann rim emblem / center cap 
064,5mm.... £ 5.11 064,5mm.... £ 2.78 

070mm £3.36 058mm £2.49 



At Schmiedmann we have everything for 
BMW from the smallest clips, connectors, 
wishbone, brake discs / pads and body 
parts. In addition we can offer you best price 
guaranteed on all our products. 



Eibach front camber 
plates / strut mounts / 
alignment kit set OE style 
bearings and a bonded 
urethane insulator for 
most 3’ & 5’ BMW series 



F30 Spoiler kit -Motors- 
port 1- frontspoiler inclu- 
sive sideskirts+rearskirt 


F30 Spoiler kit -Motor- 
sport 2- frontspoiler + 
frontspoilerlip and split- 
ters, inclusive sideskirts 
+ rearskirt 


F30 F31 Rear apron 
trimpanel with 1 big or 2 
small cut out for tailpipes, 
primed -Motorsport 1- for 
M-Technic rearskirt 


XI (E84) Spoiler 
kit -Motorsport 1- 
frontspoiler / grills / 
foglights / sideskirts / 
wheel arch extensions / 
rearskirt 



From £ 177.01-^ 


F10 M5 air intakes for 
front fenders different 
designs chrome, shad- 
owline, black chrome or 
carbon. 



XI (E84) Headlight set 
angel eyes facelift look 
with rings / white indica- 
tors or -New Generation- 
clear/black H7/H7, with 
DRL day driving light 


£ 432.89 


X3 (F25) Headlight set 
-New Generation- clear/ 
black H7/H1, with DRL 
day driving light 



Westfalia towing hitch for 
almost all BMW models. 


Powerflex suspension 
bushes, subframe bushes/ 
inserts and rear differential 
mounts for BMW E39 Road 
Series and Black Series 



Everything in sport air 
intake systems from 
Simota Racing Improves 
engine’s efficiency, 
boosts horsepower and 
torque for almost all 
BMW models 



Original BMW accesso- 
ries and spar parts very 
competitive prices eg. XI 
(E84) cupholder set, with 
black frame for the center 
console 



Meyle Heavy Duty rein- 
forced spare parts made 
in Germany e.g E46 

Stabilizer-link front 



Everything in BILSTEIN 
suspension e.g. Com- 
plete BILSTEIN B16 
suspension kit adjustable 
in hardness and hightfor 
BMW Tseries, 3’series 
and 5’series 


Exclusive used BMW parts from Schmiedmann Nordborg 



Lowering springs from 
German Lowtec e.g. 
sets with 4 springs 

-E30 40/40 mm £ 117 

-E36 30/20 mm £ 125 

-E46 30/20 mm £ 132 

-E90 30/20 mm £ 142 

-E34 30/20 mm £132 

-E39 35/20 mm £ 146 



Air filters german quality 
very low prices eg. 


-E30 3161 £ 8.25 

-E36 3201/3251/3281 £ 8.39 

-E46 All gasoline £ 8.39 

-E90 320I £18.34 

-E34 518I/520I £ 8,25 

-E39.... £8.39 

-E60 5201/5251/5301 £ 11 .23 



E39 E60 Engine 520I M54 
Km 164.000 #017274 



E60 E61 E63 E64 Engine 
535D Km. 242.000 
#018804 



E39 E60 Engine 5201 M54 
Km 171.000 #016275 


/ \ 



E90 E91 E60 E60LCI E61 
E61LCIX3 (E83) X5 (E70) 

Engine 530D M57/TU Km. 
127.000 #007373 



E60 E61 Engine 535D 
Km. 153.000 #013609 



E90 E91 E60 E60LCI 
E61 E61LCIX3 (E83) X5 
(E70) Engine 530D M57 
Km. 245.000 #013321 



Low prices on USED BMW parts 
Got a question? e-mail us at 
nordborg@schmiedmann.com 


New BMW’s for recycling at Schmiedmann Nordborg 

Get more info about the BMW’s at www.schmiedmann.co.uk 



BMW E46 31 8D touring 2003 

Car no.: 1765 



BMW E92LCI 335I coupe 

2008 Car no.: 1754 


BMW X5 (E53) 3.0D 2004 

Car no.: 1752 


BMW new parts 

Schmiedmann Odense A/S 
Herluf Trolles Vej 15 
5220 Odense S0, Denmark 
Phone. -H45 65941545 
E-mail odense@schmiedmann.com 


BMW used/ new parts 

Schmiedmann Nordborg A/S 

Lyngmosevej 9 

6430 Nordborg, Denmark 

Phone. -H45 74 49 11 80 

E-mail nordborg@schmiedmann.com 



Worlds largest online BMW catalog 

www.schmiedmann.co.uk 

Reservations are made for goods sold and price changes 
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X5 plug-in hybrid makes its debut 


Up until now the only plug-in hybrid BMWs available 
to buy have been those fronn the company's 'i' 
stable, but with the debut of the X5 xDrive40e we 
have the first of what promises to be many Plug-in 
Hybrid Electric Vehicles (PHEVs) from the core BMW 
brand. The concept for this X5 has been doing the 
motor show rounds for a while now and a couple of 
months back we sampled the prototype 3 Series 
PHEV which we're expecting to make its debut when 
the F30 generation of 3 Series receives its mid-life 
refresh later this year. 

The X5 xDrive40e will offer intelligently controlled 
interaction between the combustion engine and the 
electric drive, which together generates a total system 
output of 313hp, which endows the PHEV with 
strong acceleration while simultaneously having a 
reduction in fuel consumption and emissions. It 
returns a combined fuel consumption of up to 
85.6mpg, and a combined electricity consumption of 
15.3kWh. CO 2 emissions are just 77g/km. 

The X5's internal combustion engine is the four- 
cylinder 2.0-litre unit as fitted to the '28i' cars so it 
delivers 245hp and 258lb ft of torque and this is 
combined with an electric motor that's integrated 
within the eight-speed automatic gearbox which 
offers 1 13hp and 184lb ft of torque. This boosts the 
engine's output for increased responsiveness with 
absolutely no delay when accelerating from 
stationary, as well as providing strong performance 
whenever a quick burst of speed is required. The 
BMW X5 xDrive40e completes the 0 to 62mph sprint 
in 6.8 seconds and has an electronically limited top 


speed of 130mph. In all-electric drive mode, the 
vehicle is capable of a top speed of 75mph, again, 
electronically limited. 

The eDrive button on the centre console lets 
drivers tailor the powertrain according to their own 
preferences and situation. When the vehicle is first 
started, the default 'Auto eDrive' setting is activated, 
with both engine and electric motor working 
efficiently together. The electric motor alone is used 
for setting off with normal power requirements, while 
the engine cuts in at around 44mph or when the 
driver wishes to accelerate briskly. In this mode, the 
intelligent operating strategy determines the most 
efficient drive combination at all times and switches 
to it automatically. The driver can also switch to the 
all-electric drive mode setting 'Max eDrive', 
whereupon the vehicle is powered solely by the 
electric motor. This mode is designed for comfortable 
driving with zero local emissions, and offers a 
maximum range of approximately 19 miles at a 
limited top speed of 75mph. 

The third mode available is the 'SAVE Battery' 
setting, which allows the driver to conserve or build 
up the high-voltage battery's reserves for later on. 
When driving on the motorway, for instance, the state 
of charge can be kept constant or even boosted in 
order to use the high-voltage battery's power for all- 
electric driving in urban areas later in the journey. In 
this way, the stored electrical energy can be 
selectively deployed exactly when required. 

The lithium-ion high-voltage battery pack can be 
topped up with mains electricity from any standard 


domestic power socket, or more quickly from the 
BMW i Wallbox, as well as at public charging stations. 
The high-voltage battery, which also supplies power 
to the battery for the 1 2V electrical system via a 
voltage transformer, is housed underneath the 
luggage compartment floor, where it is well protected 
in the event of a crash. With a capacity of 500 - 
1720-litres, the luggage area is barely compromised 
compared with other X5s. 

Equipment levels are also pretty much on a par 
with the rest of the X5 range and the standard spec 
for the xDrive40e includes self-levelling rear air 
suspension. Professional Navigation, DAB, Xenon 
headlights, LED foglights, an automatic tailgate, 

Dakota leather upholstery, heated front seats and 
40:20:40 split folding rear seats. The two-zone 
automatic climate control that features as standard 
on all BMW X5 model variants is extended to include 
an auxiliary heating and ventilation system: this 
comprises an electric instantaneous water heater and 
an electric refrigerant compressor which can 
precondition the car prior to driving. 

Thanks to the battery pack and packaging 
requirements for the hybrid system there are a few 
options that cannot be spec'd on the xDrive40e - 
the third row of seats, the Adaptive Suspension 
Package Dynamic, Active Steering, comfort seats in 
the rear and the ski/snowboard bag being the most 
notable casualties. 

The X5 xDrive40e will go in sale in the UK in the 
autumn with prices being announced closer to the 
car's launch date. 
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Z4s struggle at Sebring 


The stage was set for a fairytale victory at the 12 
Hours of Sebring where BMW was nnaking a big 
noise about its racing heritage in North America 
where the company recorded its first overall victory 
40 years ago with the 3.0 CSL To honour that 
success, the two Z4 GTLMs sported special liveries 
as a homage to the CSL and many of the heroes 
of the day included race-winning drivers 40 years 
ago - Hans-Joachim Stuck and Brian Redman - 
were in attendance, as was Jochen Neerpasch, the 


first managing director of BMW Motorsport. 

Qualifying for the event went reasonably well 
with the Z4 driven by Dirk Werner taking fourth 
spot while Lucas Luhr put the number 24 car in 
sixth position. In the event though the Z4s didn't 
have the pace of the opposition and despite a full 
course yellow with two hours to go that bunched 
up the leading group of GTLM cars number 24's 
final stint driver Luhr was unable to fight his way 
on to the podium, finishing fourth after a power 






Steering problem hampered his efforts. 

For Werner, Auberlen and Farfus in the number 
25 car the race didn't go according to plan either. 
After five and a half hours, Werner entered the pit 
lane with a damaged front subframe, running in 
sixth at that time. The necessary repair work cost 
the trio more than ten laps, and they dropped 
to the very back of the GTLM field and despite 
strong drives thereafter they could only manage 
an eighth place. 



X6 M Perfornnance Accessories 


Hot on the heels of the debut of the new FI 6 
generation of X6 comes a host of BMW M 
Performance Accessories for those who like to add 
a little personalisation to their cars. 

For the exterior there's a carbon fibre front 
splitter, rear diffuser and rear spoiler, as well as rear 
fins and rear side flaps in a high-gloss black. Also 
on offer are hand-built carbon exterior mirror caps, 
a high-gloss black kidney grille and high-gloss black 
rear fins. Other options include 21 -inch bi-colour 
light-alloy wheels with run-flat tyres, which are 
1 .5kg lighter than comparable standard light alloy 


wheels and chrome exhaust tailpipe finishers. 

Inside you can choose from LED door sills with 
BMW M Performance lettering, a carbon gearshift 
lever with BMW M logo and an M Performance 
steering wheel in Alcantara with carbon trim. 

It's not all about styling though as there will also 
be a performance upgrade for the X6 xDriveSOd, 
which ramps up the car's output and torque from 
258hp/413lb ftto 277hp/431lb ft. 

These M Performance accessories for the X6 are 
on sale now with prices starting at £79 for BMW 
Performance aluminium pedals. 



220d xDrive and 21 8i 
Coupes confirmed 


BMW UK has announced that it will be adding the 
three-cylinder 218i to its Coupe range and for those 
wanting the security of four-wheel drive the good 
news is that the 220d xDrive Coupe will also be listed 
in the UK. We reported back in our March issue that 
these models were being planned, but at the time 
there had been no confirmation from BMW as to 
whether they would be added to the UK line-up. 

The 218i will offer 136hp, a sub-nine second 0- 
62mph time and an official economy figure of 
52.3mpg with prices starting from £22,355. The 
220d xDrive has a heftier price tag - £30,065 - but 
offers 190hp, 295lb ft of torque, a 6.9 second 0- 
62mph time and claimed economy of 62.8mpg. At 
the same time BMW UK has announced the arrival of 
the Luxury trim package for the 2 Series which 
features Chrome Line exterior trim and the outer air 
intake surrounds, 18-inch light alloy wheels, fineline 
high-grade wood interior trims, a leather sports 
steering wheel and Dakota leather trim. Luxury is 
available for £2,000 over the equivalent SE model. 
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TAKE THE RACING UNE. 


FROM THE RACETRACK TO THE ROAD 
WITH BMW M PERFORMANCE ACCESSORIES. 


Give your BMW 1 Series, 2 Series, 3 Series or 4 Series unrivalled racetrack character with BMW M Performance 
Carbon Mirror Caps for just £400* and BMW M Performance Black Grille for £95* 

Other offers are available across the M Performance range, delivering an exhilarating racing feel and the highest 
quality components at competitive prices. 

For more information on the full range of BMW M Performance Accessories offers, 
visit www.bmw.co.uk/mperformanceoffers 


*Participating Retailers only. Offers valid from 1 March until 31 May 2015 and are applicable to BMW 1, 2, 3 and 4 Series models only. 
Prices exclude any labour costs that may be required. 


powered by 



NEW PRODUCTS 


Yellow Speed M4 coilovers 



MOMO SK50 
gear knob 

The Italian brand MOMO has launched its latest 
range of alloy gear knobs, which includes the sinnple, 
yet sophisticated and slinn SK50. Machined fronn 
billet alunninium, it won't wear or crack like a plastic 
knob or conne apart like a leather knob. Alunniniunn 
doesn't conduct the cold in winter or heat in 
summer as much as a stainless steel knob will either. 
Available in a choice of anodised anthracite, black, 
red or silver finishes all with the iconic MOMO logo 
printed on the top pad, it provides a true racing look 
for any street, classic or race car. 

Price: £59.99 

Contact: www.momo-uk.co.uk or call 01268 76441 1 


Upgrades are coming in thick and fast for the 
current M4 and the most recent are these 
coilovers from Yellow Speed Racing. The Dynamic 
Pro Sport kit is developed in-house and features 
damping and height adjustability to lower the car 
from 50- 100mm. The top mounts also allow 
camber adjustments to be made for the ideal 


road and track setup. Custom spring rates are 
available and the damper bodies are coated with 
electroplating treatment to prevent rust and 
corrosion and include a 1 5-month warranty. 
Price: £739 

Contact: www.yellowspeedeurope.com or 
call 01782 334440 



Clarion CZ505E DAB Radio 



Whilst just about every modern car seems to be fitted 
with an integrated stereo and media system, that's 
not to say owners of older cars can't get a slice of 
modern technology. Clarion has launched a new 
DIN- sized unit especially for the UK market with 
everything you could ever want. The all-new unit 
offers both DAB and FM radio, switching automatically 


between the two and also features a CD/MP3 
player, USB and jack ports to plug in your iPhone as 
well as Bluetooth handsfree and music streaming. 
The glass mounted DAB aerial also comes inside 
the box. 

Price: £ 1 69 

Contact: www.clarion-shop.co.uk 



Richbrook car covers 

One of the UK's biggest names in approved 
aftermarket car products, Richbrook, has just 
launched a range of lightweight, tailor-made car 
covers. Suitable for both indoor and outdoor use, 
the covers feature a special bonded coating to 
ensure up to 95 per cent of standing water is shed 
from the cover's surface. Inside, there's a breathable, 
non-abrasive material that allows damp and 
condensation to evaporate swiftly. There are over 
1000 different types to specifically fit each individual 
make and model and they feature elasticised hems 
and double stitching for a snug and secure fit. 

Price: £89.99 

Contact: www.richbrook.co.uk 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


NSK Elite E30 3 Series 

For those looking for a decidedly retro look for 
their E30 3 Series then NSK Elite has started 
producing new high quality rear window louvers. 
Originals are now incredibly hard to find and very 
expensive but these NSK louvres are being 


window louvres 

produced in small numbers so if you want 
one, don't hang about, especially as there's a 
special deal for the first ten customers. 

Price: First ten customers £499, normally £649 
Contact: nskelite.com 



BMW Car binders 

Flere at BMW Car magazine we've finally had a 
new batch of binders produced so readers can 
ensure their issues of the magazine are kept in 
fine form. The binders hold 12 issues each 
and feature a completely new outer design 
with an iconic BMW emblem. They are 
available to buy from our newly developed 
website, where other associated products, 
merchandise and back issues can also 
be purchased. 

Pr/ce; £11.50 

Contact: www.unitymags.com 




Powerflex inserts for E46 
3 Series, E83 X3 and Z4 

UK based polybush specialist Powerflex has been busy 
adding to its extensive range once again. The new inserts are 
designed to fit into and fill the voids in the original rubber 
subframe bushes in order to stiffen the rear of the car. The 
inserts are fast and simple to install and considerably reduce 
rear-end movement without even having to remove or drop 
the subframe itself. The inserts are designed to fit the X3, 

E46 and Z4 models, including the M cars and Powerflex also 
offer full polybushes to completely replace the original 
subframe bushes. For those requiring an even stiffer feel, 
Powerflex also offer the Black Series of harder bushes 
designed for track use. 

Price: POA 

Contact: www.powerflex.co.uk 



Schmiedmann M20 
turbo manifold wheel 


German tuning specialist Schmiedmann has 
developed a new turbo exhaust manifold to fit the 
M20 six-cylinder engine fitted in either an E30 3 
Series or E34 5 Series. It is made from stainless 
steel and designed for a top-mounted T3 flange 
turbocharger, making it a whole lot easier for 
anyone who happens to be thinking of upgrading 
their M20 with a large dose of power. 

Price: £393.73 

Contact: www.schmiedmann.com 


Performance enhanced. 

WARRANTY-FRIENDLY UPGRADES FOR BMW M3/M4. 
510HP performance upgrade 
Adjustable suspension 
Carbon fibre aerodynamics 
Forged alloy wheels 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


Renown USA steering wheels 

If you are looking for a high quality alternative to traditional steering wheels, 
then Renown USA may well fit the bill. Made from 6061 aluminium for 
superior strength and light weight, the wheels feature genuine leather and 
suede for a classy style, vintage feel and understated look. They come in a 
variety of finishes and stitching colours so they should suit all applications. 
Price: POA 

Contact: www.renownusa.com 




Evolve intake system for Z4 M 


Hot on the heels of the intake system for the E46 
M3 that was released recently. Evolve has also 
added a version suitable for the Z4 M that shared 
the same 554 engine. The comprehensive kit 
includes a genuine carbon fibre housing with a 
high flow air filter, a laser cut aluminium scoop 
with push fittings, a laser cut heat shield, a CNC- 
machined aluminium MAE tube and a silicone 



joiner with BMW specification clamps. The result 
has shown to give proven power gains of up to 
1 5hp and airflow is improved via the use of the 
front scoop mounted directly behind the kidney 
grille. Engine bay temperatures are also reduced 
and lastly there's the improved soundtrack. 
Price: £600 

Contact: www.evolveautomotive.co.uk 




MOMO Quantum 
Evo alloy wheel 

Also from MOMO this month is this brand-new alloy wheel. 
The cutting edge design features dished spokes to 
accentuate the width, as well as modern diamond cut 
spokes and a MOMO Italy centre cap. The Quantum Evo is 
available in a matt anthracite and diamond cut finish with a 
wide range of fitments for almost any application with sizes 
ranging from 17-20 inches. The wheels are also run-flat and 
TPMS compatible. 

Price: From £ 1 50 

Contact: www.momo-uk.co.uk or call 01268 76441 1 


Birds Motronic modification 



for F30 335d and F32 

BMW tuning specialist Birds, in conjunction with 
Quantum Tuning, have announced the release of 
their new break through in diesel tuning for the 
current x35d models. Their Motronic modification 
increases power output from 314hp to 380hp, 
whilst torque increases from 470lb ft to a staggering 
575lb ft. Not only does it significantly improve 
performance, but you will also feel safe knowing 
that your BMW is covered by Birds' unique 


435d 

warranty, which offers protection against your entire 
driveline from engine and transmission to the rear 
axle. Other upgrades are also available in the form 
of exhausts, bespoke Bilstein sport suspension, 
Quaife ATB LSDs, anti-roll bar kits and Alcon big 
brake kits, all of which can be combined into 
packages with consequential cost savings. 

Price: £2394 

Contact: www.birdsauto.com or call 01753 657444 
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Ultimate BMW Performance 


+44 (0) 1753 657 444 
tuning@birdsauto.com 
www.birdsauto.com 





Ride. Handling. Traction 


Birds B-Series Dynamics Packages for the latest 3 and 4 Series 
involves a combination of custom suspension and differential 
upgrades designed to transform the ride, handling and traction of the 
standard BMW; 

B4 Sport Suspensions - Bilstein based dampers with bespoke 


damping curves perfectly matched to our B-Series sport springs. 

Quaife ATB limited-slip diff - the world leading BMW LSD maximises 
grip and handling, accompanied with a lifetime guarantee. 

B4 Anti-Roll Bars - stiffer anti-roll bars eliminate roll and understeer, 
perfectly tuned to complement the LSD and suspension. 

We do not settle for ‘off-the-shelf products and neither do our 



customers. If you want guaranteed, genuine bespoke performance 
upgrades for your BMW, speak to the experts at Birds. Engine, 
braking and other performance enhancements also available. Birds 
B-Series Dynamics Packages span 1,2,3, and 4 series variants. 

Call Birds on 01753 657 444 

Web: www.birdsauto.com | Email: tuning@birdsauto.com 










BEHIND THE WHEEL 


STYLE WITH 
SUBSTANCE? 

Can the X6 xDriveSOd M Sport impress on a dash back from 
Geneva with a blend of performance, style and economy? 

Words & photography: Bob Harper 



espite the fact I was working to a pretty 
tight deadline in order to feature the 
Geneva show in the last issue, when 
BMW offered me the chance to drive 
back from Switzerland in a new X6 I 
jumped at the chance. My head was telling me not to 
be a fool - let BA take the strain while I could use the 
airport downtime and the flight to write some words 

- so inevitably the heart won and I found myself 
ensconced behind the wheel of an X6 xDriveSOd in 
the late afternoon with the prospect of hammering 
back to London by bedtime. 

I love a longish Continental drive as you get to 
know a car well on the drive and it also provides you 
with plenty of time to think, something that can be a 
rare commodity when you work in an open plan 
office and have kids fighting for your attention when 
you get home. Once I'd adjusted the seat and mirrors 
to my satisfaction the first decision that had to be 
made was which way to return to Blighty - if you're in 
a hurry the Autoroute through France is the obvious 
choice but the most direct route takes you through 
the Haute-Jura National Park for the first 120 
kilometres or so and this was the way I elected to go 
as it would give me a chance to sample the X6 on 
roads that weren't motorways. 

But before we get on to how the X6 fared as a 
continental-cruiser we should quickly familiarise 
ourselves with what exactly we'll be driving. So far 
we've experienced the two top dogs in the X6 range 

- the mighty M50d (December 2014) and the 
bonkers X6 M (March 2015) - as well as the US-only 
sDrive35i, but this 30d we have here is the entry- 


level model and will be the biggest seller in the UK. 
Today we have it in M Sport guise and if you were 
wondering how the standard 20-inch alloys look so 
small in the pictures that's because this machine is 
actually fitted with a 19-inch winter wheel and tyre 
setup as it had been used for an xDrive event up in 
the Alps prior to me taking over its controls. 

While I've described it as the entry-level machine, 
this sounds slightly absurd given the 30d M Sport 
costs £55,850, although you can lop £4700 off that 
price if you opt for the SE model. It's a lot of money, 
but not necessarily any more or less than offerings 
from other manufacturers and it has to be said that 
the X6 is very well spec'd as standard. There's Dakota 
leather, a 'Softskin' covering on the dash, a multi- 
function steering wheel with shift paddles for the 
Sport auto transmission, part electric heated front 
seats. Professional navigation, Bluetooth and Adaptive 
M suspension on this M Sport model. 

Motive power comes courtesy of BMW's single 
turbo (with variable inlet geometry) version of the 
3.0-litre straight-six and it offers 13hp and 15lb ft of 
torque more than the previous generation X6 with 
258hp and 413lb ft. Peak torque comes in at just 
1 500rpm which means it's 0.8 seconds faster than 
the old X6 to 62mph while economy has improved 
to a claimed 47.1 on the combined cycle with a CO 2 
rating of 1 59g/km. 

Its first task is to negotiate my way out of Geneva 
and a couple of junctions down the motorway before 
I can peel off into the Haute-Jura for a bit of fun 
before the motorway slog to the Euro Tunnel. Initial 
impressions once on the move are good - the 


engine and transmission work so well together that 
you don't have to give them a second thought. Also, 
as befits a machine that's pretty tall, you do have a 
commanding view of the road, although the previous 
generation's bug bear of a letterbox-sized view 
through the rear screen has been carried over - 
thank the 'Coupe' styling for that - and for me it 
would almost be a bit of deal breaker if I were 
thinking of buying this machine. 

Once on to the A road that will cross the hills, 
thoughts of looking through the rear screen are 
banished as the road becomes quite challenging with 
lots of short straights and switchbacks as it climbs 
steep escarpments. I'm following a well-driven diesel 
Golf GTi and while the X6 reels it in on the straights it 
struggles to keep up through the twistier sections, the 
combination of a 2140 kilo kerb weight and the 
winter tyres making it feel unwieldy when really 
pressing on. You can improve things by swapping the 
suspension into Sport and flicking the gear lever to 
the left to engage Sport mode which adds a little 
engine braking when you need it but ultimately I 
remember that this isn't a sports car and let the Golf 
disappear off into the middle distance. Simply 
notching back the pace from 'as fast as possible' to 
'pretty brisk' makes a world of difference and I realise 
that ground can still be covered rapidly once you take 
into account the weight, high centre of gravity and 
winter rubber that's being tortured on what is actually 
rather warm and dry Tarmac for March. 

All too soon the fun's over and I settle into a gentle 
lope along the motorway heading for the tunnel. Long 
gone are the days when you could power through 
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The engine and transmission work so well together 
that you don’t have to give them a second thought 
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BEHIND THE WHEEL 



F1 6 X6 xDriveSOd 


ENGINE: Six-cylinder, 24-valve turbo diesel 
CAPACITY: 2993cc 


MAX POWER: 258hp @ 4000rpm 

MAX TORQUE: 415lb ft @ 1500-5000rpm 


TOP SPEED: 143mph 
0-62MPH: 6.7 seconds 


ECONOMY: 47.1mpg 


EMISSIONS: 159g/km 
PRICE (OTR): £55,850 



France so I set the cruise and let the X6 take the 
strain. I have the optional Head-up display on board 
(£995) and I do love it for its clarity and for the way it 
stops you from having to take your eyes off the road 
when checking your speed or absorbing commands 
from the navigation system. I was less keen on the 
instrument display itself which comes as standard 
with black panel technology which means you 
effectively get a digital rendering of a traditional set of 
instruments. They just look a little fake to me and as 
this car had the optional multi-functional instrument 
panel it also changes the display to red when you 
engage Sport and blue if you elect to use Eco Pro 
mode which I only do to remind myself why I don't 
like it - the car just feels unnecessarily slow! 

As darkness falls I discover I'm getting flashed by 
several cars coming in the opposite direction and it 
occurs to me that the headlights must still be set for 
UK driving. I delve into the iDrive and as I thought 



there's a setting in the 'Lights' section to switch them 
over for driving on the right, but this can only be done 
when stationary with the engine off so I take the 
advantage of the next fuel station, swap the lights 
over, rejuice the suitably large 85-litre tank and pick 
up some Scooby snacks too. 

The rest of the journey passes in a bit of a blur and 
before I know it I'm subconsciously ducking as I travel 
under the maximum height barriers as I negotiate my 
way on to the Euro Tunnel. According to the 
handbook there should be ten centimetres of 
clearance but from the driver's seat you feel like 
you're going to hit the overhead barriers every time 
you go under one! While the train takes me under the 
Channel I sample the rear seat and decide that the 
headroom's a little mean for a six-footer and the 
middle rear seat doesn't look all that inviting. I also 
scroll through the journey computer and discover an 
average economy for the last 500 miles of a smidgen 


over 30mpg - not horrendous, but not brilliant given 
that most of it was at a cruise-controlled 80ish mph. 

There's a brief couple of days in the UK with the 
car before it goes back to BMW and punting it around 
London does highlight how big the X6 feels - 
negotiating width restrictions is hard work and even 
after a couple of days I found the lack of rearward 
visibility irritating. Features editor Simon also took it 
home for a night and while he returned raving about 
the superb drivetrain and the overall quality feel of 
the cabin he did reckon the steering felt pretty 
remote and vague which isn't something I'd 
particularly noticed - maybe that's because I drive a 
Passat everyday and he's got a 135i! 

Overall though the X6 is a pretty convincing piece 
of kit, providing you like the styling and don't need to 
carry tall rear seat passengers too often. Personally I'd 
go for an X5, or even look at an X3 which I still reckon 
is one of BMW's best vehicles in its current line-up • 
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Hand crafted in Italy, 
especially for the Germans 


Tarox discs are hand crafted in Italy from the highest 
quality materials and tested to the limit to achieve 
the toughest European approvals and accreditations, 
delivering outstanding performance for German 
sports and supercars. 

Testing on track and on our powerful in-house dyno, 
combined with rigorous TUV, KBA and ABE accreditations 
ensure the highest quality discs with unrivalled 
performance and durability. 


• Machined from the finest European billet steel 
• 2 piece construction with alloy bell reduce 
vital un-sprung rotational weight 
• Increased performance and improved 
durability over OE parts 

Our specially crafted products have been developed for 
new and classic BMW M models, new and classic Audi S, 
RS models and many other high performance BMW's and 
Audi's including the R8. 


Since 76 


TAR*aX 

PERFORMANCE BRAKES 


Tel +44 1706 222 872 / www. tarox. com / sales@tarox.com 

All Tarox products are manufactured in Italy 
under stringent IS09000 and TUV regulations 



18 BMwcar 







1 20d xDRIVE & Ml 35i 
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W hile car makers are delighted to see 
returning customers ordering new 
cars, they get particularly excited by 
'conquest sales', i.e. dragging a 
buyer away from a competitor 
brand. That doesn't happen in large numbers for an 
established nameplate, unless some class-leading 
piece of technology or other USP is introduced, but 
it's why the manufacturers are constantly on the 
search for new niches to fill. The 2 Series Active 
Tourer is one such vehicle, representing the first time 
that BMW has offered a compact MPV in its line-up. 
Apparently it's running at a product planning 
manager's wet dream-inducing 75 per cent conquest. 

But what about the other 25 per cent? BMW 
admits that the Active Tourer will take from sales of 
the 1 Series. In spite of that, BMW UK is targeting 
sales of 30,000 examples of its baby and to help with 
that figure the new one went on sale on 28 March. 


I say new, but you are in fact looking at the mid-life 
update of the 1 Series and as is BMW's way, there's a 
suite of subtle but effective changes. The restyle of 
the car seems to be focused on the lighting, but 
there's much change to the detail design. Up front, 
there are restyled kidney grilles in terms of their size, 
shape and surfacing; even the uprights have more of 
a three-dimensional appearance. The bumper 
underneath is new too and it's defined by larger air 
intakes to give the 1 Series more width. Most 
importantly though, BMW has replaced the headlights 
with far more attractive units, much more slender 
than the opinion-dividing items used before. They 
help the 1 Series' aesthetic cause no end and LED 
daytime running lamps are now standard. Buyers can 
upgrade to full LED headlights for low and main 
beam and the even more advanced Adaptive LED 
system if you're feeling flush. 

While the front lights make for a subtly prettier 1 



Series, the new rear lights are far more prominent, 
taking on an 'L shape reminiscent of the lights fitted 
to the 6 Series. It features two separate parts, one of 
them mounted on the redesigned tailgate. They really 
stand out thanks to use of LED technology and are 
complemented by a redesigned back bumper. The 
Sparkling brown metallic colour of the test car 
pictured here is new to the line-up as well. As before, 
the range-topping M135i is offered in three- and five- 
door formats and it gets its own unique body styling 
to separate it even from the M Sport versions of the 1 
Series. Present and correct are Ferric grey door mirror 
caps and 18-inch double spoke M alloys, large air 
intakes in the unique front bumper and a diffuser-like 
design for the rear bumper, which also houses the 
purposeful-looking twin exhaust outlets. 

Inside, the M135i model has its name splashed 
about the place, but it's the M leather steering wheel, 
bespoke upholstery for the sports seats and unique 
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The most noticeable changes to the 1 Series are the 
restyled headlights and tail lights but there have also 
been improvements to the interior both in terms of the 
amount of standard kit and the quality of materials used 





trim inserts that really sets it apart from the rest of the 
line-up. It feels like a special car even before a wheel 
is turned. All versions of the new 1 Series gain 
enhanced controls for the air-con and stereo using 
high-gloss black and chrome to raise the perceived 
quality up a notch. Existing owners trading up will 
note the enhanced level of standard equipment too, 
now running to climate control, auto wipers, BMW 
Radio Professional and an i Drive-controlled high- 
resolution 6.5-inch display atop the dashboard. 

Along with those, the SE models feature electric 
windows, a multifunction leather steering wheel, auto 
lights, DAB, Bluetooth and 16-inch alloy wheels. Sport 
versions add 17-inch rims, a sportier steering wheel 
and seats, ambient lighting and tweaks to the exterior 
look. M Sport cars as ever look more aggressive again 
thanks to the M Aerodynamic body styling and an 
upgrade to 18-inch wheels, while inside they gain 
Alcantara upholstery, lovely aluminium hexagon 


inserts, sports seats and an M Sport steering wheel, 
plus there's also M Sport suspension. 

Under the bonnet there are changes across the 
board to enhance efficiency and reduce pollutants to 
meet Euro 6 emissions standards, yet BMW has 
managed to squeeze a little more power out of some 
of the engines - including the charismatic 
turbocharged 3.0-litre six fitted to the M135i. It now 
has 326hp and 332lb ft of torque at its disposal, 
though we never really felt it was underpowered to 
begin with... 

It's an engaging car to drive as ever and BMW's 
engineers have breathed on it further following 
customer feedback. So in Sport and Sport-h modes 
there's now a pronounced over-run burble and when 
the car is started up there's an intentional flare of 
revs. On top of that, the shift of the six-speed manual 
gearbox has been shortened, though some will still 
find the clutch a little springy in its action. In fairness. 


we're just happy this car is still offered with a manual 
option in this day and age, and it really suits it too, 
further engaging the driver in the whole experience. 

The M135i's brilliance comes from its mix of 
everyday usability and high performance and 
dynamics. For it to be at its best it needs to be fitted 
with the optional adaptive damping system, though 
the stats show that only about 25 per cent of buyers 
go for that - which is about the same level of take-up 
for the manual gearbox. Saying that, the eight-speed 
automatic is established as one of the best of its kind 
in the world and its dual-nature suits that of the 
M135i down to the ground. BMW still found area for 
improvement in the transmission apparently. It makes 
the M135i a fraction quicker against the clock (4.9 
seconds to 62mph from rest as opposed to 5.1 
seconds with a manual gearbox) and even improves 
economy and reduces emissions. 

And let's face it, more buyers of the 1 Series are 
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F20 1 20cl xDrive 



ENGINE: Four-cylinder, 16-valve, turbo diesel 
CAPACITY: 1995cc 

M^ POWERTigOhp @ 4000rpm 

MAX TORQUE: 295lb ft @ 1750-2500rpm 
TOP SPEED: 158mph 

0-62MPH: 6.8 seconds 

ECONOMY: 62.8mpg 
EMISSIONS: n9g/km 
PRICE (OTR): £28,355 


F21 M235i 


ENGINE: Straight-six, 24-valve, turbocharged 
CAPACITY: 2979cc 

MAX POWER: 526hp @ 5800-6000rpm 

MAX TORQUE: 552lb ft @ 1500-4500rpm 

TOP SPEED: 155mph limited (155) 

0-62MPH: 5.1 seconds (4.9) 

ECONOMY: 55.5mpg (57.7) 

EMISSIONS: 188g/km (175) 

PRICE (OTR): £51,195 

Figures in brackets refer to eight-speed automatic 



concerned with such things, which is why BMW has 
revamped the diesel engine line-up for the new car. 
The updated 2.0-litre four-cylinder turbodiesel already 
rolled out elsewhere in the BMW range comes to the 
1 Series for the first time, with new turbocharging 
technology, higher fuel pressure and, BMW claims, 
increases in refinement and efficiency. We reckon the 
new unit is still too audible in the 120d against 
quieter rivals, but it's impressive in every other aspect. 

It's offered in three power outputs, varying from 
the 1 1 8d, which starts at £22,855 and produces 
1 50hp and 236lb ft of torque to the 1 20d 
(190hp/295lb ft) to the twin-turbocharged 125d 
model, which puts out 224hp and 332lb ft of torque. 
The latter is the least frugal, but when the official 
figure is 61 .4mpg, it's hardly wasteful, is it? 
Meanwhile, the 1 1 8d emits as low as 99g/km. 

There is even more efficiency to be found further 
down the price range, with the introduction to the 
1 Series of BMW's excellent new 1 .5-litre, three- 


cylinder turbodiesel engine. It's fitted to the 1 16d, 
and in the eco-focused 1 1 6d EfficientDynamics Plus 
model (£22,560 on-the-road) and returns an 
exceptional 83.1 mpg while emitting just 89g/km. Yet 
with 1 1 6hp and 1 99lb ft of torque it shouldn't feel 
out of its depth keeping up with free-flowing traffic on 
the motorway. 

At the launch of the revised 1 Series, we tested 
both the M135i (from £31,725) and the 120d fitted 
with BMW's xDrive four-wheel drive system. The latter 
has already proven very popular in many parts of 
Europe, but the market for all-wheel drive compact 
hatchbacks in the UK is a small one. It won't be 
helped by the £28,355 starting price, which 
compares to £25,305 for the rear-drive 120d, though 
the latter is available with a manual gearbox so it's 
considerably cheaper. Nonetheless, xDrive should be 
a massive boon in the winter months, overcoming 
one of the drawbacks of the front-engine/rear-drive 
layout, that of traction. In sunny Lisbon we didn't get 


to test its mettle to the full, but it certainly made quick 
getaways a breeze, taking the 120d's 295lb ft of 
torque in its stride and translating it into quick forward 
momentum rather than unsightly wheel scrabble. 
Indeed, in spite of a 65kg weight penalty (compared 
with the automatic, rear-drive 120d), the xDrive 
model is a few tenths of a second faster to 62mph, 
setting a respectable 6.8-second time. 

On a tortuously twisty road the xDrive system was 
found to enhance traction out of corners, but it also 
alters the wonderfully rear-led feel of the 1 Series, 
making it a more neutral car, especially noticeable in 
the middle of a corner when you're driving more 
'enthusiastically'. Understeer is kept at bay, but there 
seems to be less adjustability in the chassis now. The 
target audience is much more likely to prioritise the 
extra all-weather composure over driver enjoyment 
on dry roads and it's still better to drive than, say, an 
Audi A3 TDI quattro. There should be a few more 
conquest sales coming BMW's way then... • 
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Remap your car 
from your home 
laptop PC / 

Tune for optimum 
performance and fuel economy! 
i Moss tool alone. . £129.00 

10% discount on remap program 
for your car. Call for prices. 


Fits E46 and E39 
Sports and M3/M5 

Projector 
— - £79.00 


Black-Chrome finish (not painted) 
Gives your car a 'Tuner Special’ 
look. Available for most 
current/recent BMW models 


Superbright HID Xenon Conversion 
for E92/E93 

supplied £195.( 

fully fitted £295.( 


Carbon Fibre Front Splitter 
Fits E92 & E93 LCI facelift models 
Adds more aerodynamic downforce 
Price: £279 


Foglamps 

£59.00 


Smoked 

£59.00 


30 • 40mm 

E81/E87 

E36 

E46 

E90/E93 


Includes 

complete I 

rear lamp units and ^ 

wiling adaptor to update to late model 

ICI lights. Update kit £634.80 

Coding to car’s ECU (required) £96.00 


Angel Eye Headlamps 
for E30 & E32/E34 
Black or Chrome 


E46 Sportlook 
Supplied 

from . £450.00 
Painted & fitted 
£850.00 


Entry level tuning software 
385bhp / 530nm £ 


intercooler + exhaust downpipes 
matched with tuning software 
Over 400bhp £2895.00 


E92 & E93 
Supplied 

from £636.00^ 
Painted & fitted 
£1200.00 


Packages to increase to 420bhp 
and 450bhp are also available - 
e.g. carbon fibre induction system, 
uprated oil cooler 


The M-Look Stage 1 kit for cars 
with standard SE rear bumper . . . . 

Body kit supplied £249 

Fully painted/fitted £449 

The M-Look Stage 2 kit 

for cars without standard SE rear 

bumper ... 

Body kit supplied £369 

Fully paInted/fitted £649 


Digital Display Vent Gauge for petrol 
or diesel 1 Series. 3 Series and X5 
Shows 0-100 knVh, 0-200 km/h. 
Boost Pressure, G-Force. Top Speed, 
Torque (Nm). Power Output (hp). Oil 
Temperature. Water Temperature. 
Intake-Air Temperature 
„*..from £845.00 


Lighting Upgrade 

Package gjuP. 

Includes LEO Rear Lights 
(4 Pieces).Side Repeaters and Front 
Indicators in clear or smoked. 

Saloon (all) & Coupe 

(>2003) £177.6C 

Convertible (>2003) ... £234.0C 


E60 Sportlook 1 
Supplied i 
from £780.00 1 
Painted & fitted C 
£1230.00 


Manhart turbo modification and 
performance clutch upgrade. 
512bhp/645nm .£Pi 

Options available for other BMW 
and Mini models. 


SUNDAY 
lOTH 
^ MAY ^ 


1:00PM - 6:00PM 


Styling for E92/93 Facelift 


J ShadowChrome Grille 


£92/93 HID Xenon Comrersion 


Mosselman iAAoss Tuning 


ICI Rear Lamp Upgrade 


Manhart Tuning for I M 


Sport Lowering Kiu 


Lighting • £30 & £32/£34 


M-Style ^Sportlook" Kits 


Manhart Vent Gauge 


Lighting Upgrade Set • £46 


Shop on-line at www.mstyle.co.uk or visit our store & showroom 
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With period perfect iooks there’s nothing to give the game away that this E28 happens 
to be packing over 320hp from an M3 engine and matching six-speed gearbox. . . 


Words: Simon Holmes Photography: Laurens Parsons 
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here's something rather wonderful about a 
well-executed engine conversion, 
especially on an older car. The idea of 
transforming a conventional, run-of-the-mill 
model from the past into something 
exceptional by today's standards demonstrates a 
unique sense of creativity and innovation. Of course, 
the real trick is tailoring the package to harmonise 
together and, truth be told, it can be a tricky formula 
to nail. 

This E28 seems to tick all the right boxes though. It 
looks virtually standard in every way both inside and 
out, yet there are small, understated touches in- 
keeping with the original theme, such as the wheels 
and seats. But beneath the bodywork is where it gets 
really interesting. Supplying the power is a 3.2-litre 


S50 engine from an E36 M3 Evo, producing over 
320hp, and it's coupled to a modern six-speed 
gearbox. With a mix of modified M parts and 
upgraded underpinnings to match, the 1980s 5 
Series is brought firmly up-to-date and for the owner, 
James Cherrington, it also makes for an ideal daily 
driver and family car. 

James is the man behind JFI Classic Cars, a 
successful restoration business that specialises in 
BMWs. James appeared in this magazine before 
when we featured his 2002 back in September 2013. 
Although James' beloved classic BMW was thoroughly 
modernised with fuel injection and uprated running 
gear, the stiff ride, roll-cage and lack of rear seats had 
made it whole lot less usable than he had intended 
for it to be. James soon found he couldn't enjoy the 


car with his family and, not long after the feature, he 
decided to sell it. 

This left a project car-sized hole in his life and it 
was James' wife who proposed the idea of trying a 
different route next time around. "She suggested 
building a car I could take the whole family out in, " 
tells James. "Something more comfortable that I 
could use every day but still have some fun with or 
even take on track if I wanted to." The concept 
appealed to James but with a taste for older BMWs 
he wanted something a little different to the average 
modern-day mile-muncher. Fortunately he didn't have 
to look particularly far for the project base car as the 
ideal candidate just happened to be waiting patiently 
in his barn: an E28 528i. 

Being a man firmly in touch with the classic BMW 



26 BMWCar 


E28 S50 



scene James had purchased the standard and original 
car around three years ago for no other reason than it 
was cheap and in very good condition. "I wasn't 
looking for one, I just saw it advertised and it looked 
very clean. So I phoned the owner and bought it. I 
had it collected and delivered to me without even 
seeing it. It was almost a spur of the moment thing 
really," tells James. The tidy Five was then, rather 
unceremoniously, stored in the barn for safekeeping 
until the right time presented itself. It spent the next 
year or so there but when the 2002 was sold, James 
knew it was time to bring the car out of hibernation. 

Whilst the E28 formed a firm footing for the 
project, the other key ingredients were still to be 
determined but then James had a brainwave. He'd 
previously owned various other BMWs, including a 



Style 5 wheels were chosen as they look very much 
like the original metric items. The new wheels are 
wrapped in much stickier Toyo tyres and James 
reports it puts down the power very well 


fine example of an E36 M3 Evo, and although it was 
perhaps a little too new for his liking the car made 
quite an impression. "I loved the combination of that 
engine with that gearbox," he recalls. "So I decided it 
was a good idea to put that package in the 5 Series. It 
also seemed like a cheap way to more power. Where 
else could you get over 320hp for the money?" 

With a plan now gathering pace the hunt began for 
a suitable M3 to harvest the engine and gearbox 
from. After some searching for a bargain buy, James 
came across what seemed like the ideal donor in a 
cheap convertible. He promptly rushed up to see the 
car and, in doing so, made a grave error that actually 
worked out rather well for him! "The car was a quite a 
few miles away but I was in such a rush to see it I 
didn't even think to ask if it was a manual!" he says. 


"When I got there I saw it was an SMG I said to the 
owner that I was sorry for wasting his time as it wasn't 
what I was looking for." However, keen to sell the car 
quickly, the owner asked James what he was 
prepared to offer him anyway. Although he didn't 
really want the car at this point James gave a lowball 
figure and the seller ended up accepting. The hard 
top roof and remaining tax and MoT further 
sweetened the deal. 

The last piece to the puzzle was yet another donor 
car, this time a cheap E34 520i, which would yield a 
few essentials for the conversion, such as the sump 
and pick-up pipe. With the cars then stripped of their 
appropriate parts James gave the 550 M3 engine a 
thorough freshen up by treating it to new gaskets, oil 
and water pumps and uprated con rod bolts. The 
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ENGINE & GEARBOX: 3.2-litre S50 
and six-speed gearbox from E36 
M3 Evo, custom-made stainless 
exhaust system, Walbro fuel pump, 
standard radiator 
CHASSIS: GAZ Gold coilovers, 
adjustable top mounts, Powerflex 
Black Series bushes, E35 M5 rear 
trailing arm bushes, 3.64 large case 
differential with factory LSD option 


BRAKES: E34 M5 discs and 
callipers all round with uprated 
vented rear discs 

WHEELS & TYRES: 16-inch Style 5 
alloy wheels with Toyo tyres 
INTERIOR: Recaro Sports seats, 
VDO additional gauges 
EXTERIOR: Standard 

THANKS: Dave at Astbury 
Motorworks for the wiring 




SMG transmission was retained but sent off to be 
converted over to manual engagement, as only the 
clutch and gear change operation are different. "It 
also made sense as I knew the gearbox hadn't had a 
hard life having never been over-rewed or crunched," 
tells James. 

Bolted together and fitted with the correct sump it 
was then a matter of sliding the refreshed combo in 
the awaiting E28 shell. Unfortunately it wasn't as 
simple as it sounds. "I thought it would be easier than 
it was. The gearbox was bigger than I realised and 
that proved to be a problem as I wanted to keep the 
transmission tunnel standard," admits James. "So a 
lot of work went into mounting the engine and 
gearbox as low as possible to give clearance at the 
top the tunnel. It's a little lower than I wanted really 
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and the engine mounts are perhaps stiffer than I 
would have liked but it fits in there nicely now." 

A custom-made exhaust system was fabricated for 
the car and Dave at Astbury Motorworks made a 
great job of the wiring as James wasn't used to that 
side of things, having dealt mainly in simpler 2002s! 

A Walbro fuel pump was fitted in the existing tank to 
supply the fuel and a single-mass flywheel conversion 
installed to improve response and reduce weight. 

Once the engine and gearbox were in position 
James turned his attention to the rest of the car. 
Wanting a firm but comfortable ride and careful not to 
follow the same route as his previous 2002, GAZ 
Gold coilovers were installed as a way to allow the 
ride height and comfort levels to be easily altered 
when required. "I couldn't run it too low for the road 


but this way I could still adjust it for track use. It's also 
polybushed on Powerflex Black Series track bushes. I 
did try the yellow ones but it was too soft and there's 
surprisingly little noise or vibration from them," James 
says. He also used his superior brand knowledge 
when it came to the rear trailing arm bushes, which 
are now fitted with the items from a 3.8-litre E34 M5. 
"These were one of very few BMWs to use spherical 
bearings. They don't use any rubber and required a 
bit of machining to make them work as they are an 
interference fit but they are really good and work 
even for this as a road car," James adds. 

The brakes to complete the package are also from 
an E34 M5, both front and back, but these were 
subjected to a full rebuild and overhaul by James 
before fitting. 


With the hidden underpinnings firmly in place it 
then came to the finishing touches elsewhere. 
James's approach was very much 'less is more'. 

"I didn't want anything on display. It's not that I 
particularly wanted to build a sleeper, I just like the 
look of these cars as they are so I left it as it was. The 
plus side is that people don't tend to realise what it 
is," James explains. 

The wheels were one thing that had to be changed 
as the original metric items didn't provide many tyre 
options, so James sourced these perfectly-suited 
1 6-inch Style 5 replacements wrapped in a modern 
and grippy tyre. "I wanted it to look like a standard car 
so these were ideal. It's hard to tell they aren't original 
really and the tyres are excellent, which helps as they 
are only 235mm wide," says James. 
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“The car goes a lot like an E36 Evo as it’s the same sort 
of weight and it puts the power down really well” 





For the last few remaining parts James then bought 
himself yet another donor car in the shape of a tired 
E28 525e. The car happened to have a few hard-to- 
find parts that would suit the project perfectly, such as 
the rare large-case LSD and interior trim. "I basically 
bought the car just for the sports seats, which are 
very rare and must have been an option. They were 
mint and even the right colour, too! The German- 
made VDO gauges are from a 1980s Audi. I like 
them as they just look right. Other than that it's all 
standard inside. It was a well-spec'd car anyway with 
an electric sunroof, rear blinds and ABS." 

The project took about two years to finish as James 
only worked on the car when he could afford the 
time, as spare time is virtually non-existent in his line 
of work. He has since covered around 2000 miles in 
the car and drove it through the winter, proving its 
practicality. "The kids and wife love it and it drives like 
a normal car still. The only problem it had was a small 


electrical issue when I first got it running where the 
reverse switch was connected to the wrong sensor so 
the reverse lights came on in sixth gear! Other than 
that it's been good really, but it was always going to 
be right as it's been built properly," James relates. 

James reports the S50 engine works well in the 
shell and the performance it offers can't be beaten as 
a package, especially when the other options are 
taken into consideration. "It looks at home in the 
engine bay and it was much cheaper than modifying 
an M50 to make the power. The 538 M5 engine was 
an option but it's a little long in the tooth now and 
the 550 is reasonably cheap to buy and offers good 
value. It's a versatile engine, too, and I like the way 
they drive. The car goes a lot like an E36 Evo as it's 
the same sort of weight and it puts the power down 
really well," he says. 

But whilst the engine was a good idea James 
admits that the six-speed gearbox was perhaps more 


effort than it was worth in some ways: "Looking back, 
it was a lot of work for not that much gain really. If I 
were doing it again I'd use the five-speed to avoid the 
trouble it caused. I never thought about changing it 
though as once I was committed I wanted to finish it." 

Despite James' otherwise obvious delight with the 
E28 he says it may soon be up for sale in order to 
make space for another family car he's also been 
building up slowly on the side, this time a rather 
special 2002 Touring that's nearing completion. 
There's also a supercharged 2002 track car on the 
way and if either turn out anything like his previous 
cars then there's a good chance we will be seeing 
more of him soon... • 

CONTACT: 

JFI Classic Cars 

Tel: 07966 440609 

Web: www.jficlassiccars.co.uk 
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Europe for repairs! 


Watch as motoring expert, Quentin Willson, explains the 
benefits of a used car warranty. 


Get a Quote Online 

warrantywise.co.uk 


WORRIED ABOUT EXPENSIVE 

BMW REPAIR BILLS? 


If your BMW goes wrong, you could be faced with wallet busting repair bills. Not to mention the 
hassle of dealing with the garage and being without your motor for days, or even weeks on end 


An award-winning car repair plan from Warrantywise gives you total peace of mind when 
your car goes bang! All of our plans include car hire, hotel & onwards travel expenses as well 
as recovery as standard. You can also take your car to any VAT registered garage in the UK or 


• W MONEY 

■‘BACK 


95 % 


^ Desianed bv Quentin Willson 


Prices start from just £30 per month. Best of all its been 
designed by motoring consumer champion, Quentin Willson. 


m 


WINNING 


QUENTIN WILLSON’S VIDEO GUIDE 


Watch Quentin s Video Guide 

www.warrantywise.co.uk/guide 


Warrant wise 


Call us on Freephone 

' 0800 678 3701 



BMW 



The Ultimate 

! Sytner Leicester 

Driving Machine 


At Sytner Leicester we’re on the look out to purchase the following BMW models: 

•1M •Ml •E30/E36/E46M3 •M3CSL • E39/E60 M5 • M6 • 330ci Clubsport • Z1 •Z3Mand 
Z4M Coupe/Roadster • Z8 • All ALPINA models • Any individual paint/leather/specification models 

If you own one of the above and are interested in selling or part exchanging then for a valuation please call: 

Peter Kirby on 07961 854480 or our Group Buyer Richard Gant on 07887 906622 

Sytner Leicester 

Meridian East, Meridian Business Park, Leicester LEI 9 1 UY 
0116 282 7700 www.sytnerleicesterbmw.co.uk 
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SOPER'S 

SUPER 

TOURER 

Steve Soper’s Spa and Macau 
winning 320i has emerged 
from hibernation and now 
takes pride of piace in the 
National Motoring Museum’s 
motorsport section 

Words: Guy Loveridge 

Photography: Guy Loveridge & Jeff Bloxham 
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In 201 1 the car was recommissioned and then reunited 
with Steve Soper, who remembers the car fondly. For 
its run at Goodwood it was given the appropriate 
number - 320 - which it still displays today 




“I decided to concentrate 
on bringing the car back 
to life slowly with the 
emphasis on safety” 
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A t the tail end of March a newly created 
motorsport section within the National 
Motor Museum at Beaulieu in 
Hampshire was opened to the public. 
Ribbon-cutting honours were shared by 
Sir Stirling Moss and Murray Walker, Mr Motor Racing 
ably assisted by The Voice of Motor Racing. Among a 
highly delectable selection of competition cars chosen 
to showcase both 'Grand Prix Greats' and 'Road, Race 
and Rally', the chief interest for BMW lovers is the 
actual Super Touring 320i taken to victory at both Spa 
and Macau whilst chiefly driven by Steve Soper. At 
Spa in 1995 he shared with Peter Kox and 'Smoking' 
Jo Winkelhock. The pairing of Soper and Kox returned 
in 1996 with Marc Duez, but managed 'only' a 
second place to the sister car driven by Muller, 
Burgstaller and Tassin, but at Macau for the Guia race 
the next year Steve took victory solo, beating Michael 
Krumm and Charles Kwan, also in a 320i, to the top 
step of the podium. 

Although we are only talking about 20 years ago, it 
already seems astonishing that the same car was a 
front line factory competition car for more than two 
seasons, and yet that is exactly the case with this 
much celebrated BMW. At Spa, and for that season, 
the car ran as a Fina/Bastos sponsored car, but as 
with all BMWs running at Macau all the way up to 
2006 and Andy Priauix's third World Touring Car 
Championship securing run, the title sponsorship was 
A.S. Watsons, the retail arm of Hutchison Whampoa. 
So, how come this car has ended up in Beaulieu 


having emerged from a private collection and not 
from the bowels of BMW Classic's Munich HQ? That 
is quite some story! The car had barely cooled down 
after its race winning run back in 1997 when the 
sponsors held a presentation event for the drivers 
and team members over in Macau from Germany 
and the UK. At that event the drivers and team 
management were thanked and all spoke of their 
gratitude to their hosts. As a spontaneous gesture, the 
car itself was given to Watson's CEO Ian F Wade (a 
gesture reflecting the BMW dominance of the Guia 
race during the Super Touring era - of the 1 8 
podiums available under those rules, BMW secured 
seven of them - more than any other manufacturer). 
The car was then shipped to the UK to join a 
significant private collection of motor cars. Over 
the years it had been commented upon and noted 
as part of that collection but, largely, forgotten about 
by enthusiasts. 

Anyone who was interested simply presumed that 
it has passed into private hands, or been messed 
about with or even crashed and written off as is the 
destiny of so many former racing cars. But this car sat 
quietly, exactly as it had crossed the finishing line in 
Macau. It even had competition fuel in the tank still! 
All would have remained moribund and slowly aging 
until 201 1 when the Goodwood Festival of Speed 
decided to mark the Super Touring era with a 
dedicated class at The Festival of Speed. The car was 
immediately in line for a call up and contact was 
made with Noel Butler of NGB Autocraft in Solihull. 


He decided the job was not for him but 
recommended Tom Shepherd of GTS Motorsport as it 
was already running a similar Super Tourer 320i in 
historic racing. Tom came to the car's home and 
collected it, taking the drive back down to think about 
what was needed. "Bearing in mind that the car was 
completely as last raced we were conscious that 
whatever we did to it had to be sympathetic to its 
history," Tom told us. "I decided therefore to 
concentrate on bringing the car back to life slowly and 
with the emphasis on safety. We knew instantly, for 
example, that the tyres were the very ones it won 
Macau on! Given Steve Soper was going to be driving 
at Goodwood, we did not think that 14 year old 
racing rubber would go down well at all - so that was 
the first thing on the list!" 

Once the car was safely in the GTS workshops, 

Tom and his team were able to get into the depths 
and quickly produced a short job sheet. "Basically, we 
needed to strip the engine, which is a full-on works 
318 2.0-litre with double injectors and then deal with 
the fuel system that still contained the hi-octane brew 
that had been used at Macau! This had turned to jelly 
so we were forced to strip out the fuel lines and the 
tank, replacing with new only where completely 
necessary and reusing parts once we had stripped, 
cleaned and reassembled them. 

"In all truth, this car was as good as gold. That's the 
advantage of an ex-works car - when it's properly 
built to start with, it makes my job a lot easier down 
the line!" The hardest task was taking the engine 


MAY 2015 35 



“It was like stepping back in time. The seat, 
the controls and the all-important ‘feel’ of 
the car were exactly as I remembered them” 



apart and nnaking connpletely certain that every 
component had been checked and re-checked. A few 
calls to BMW itself helped with this as, naturally, it is a 
pretty specialised lump. Whilst GTS was perfectly 
happy that it had the skills and ability to do the job 
in-house, it was reassuring to the company to have 
BMW Classic stood at its shoulder or at least on the 
other end of the phone to reassure the team that 
everything was being done correctly! 

Tom again: "Realistically, there was nothing that we 
had not tackled before, but in this exact context we 
had to ensure that every box was ticked and every i 
and t dotted and crossed! The only real surprise for 
me was when I realised that the car had two 
identities! We soon worked out it was a Fina/Bastos 
car as well as the Macau winner and that really 
focused us in." The car was tested shortly before 
Goodwood Festival of Speed in July 201 1 and given a 
clean bill of health. It was delivered safely to the 
Cathedral Paddock there and when Steve Soper 
walked up to the car for his first practice run on the 
Friday morning he commented: "It was genuinely like 
stepping back in time. I'd not set eyes on the car, let 
alone driven it, since Macau in 1997 and both visually 
and dynamically nothing had changed. The seat, the 
controls, the read-outs and the all-important 'feel' of 
the car were exactly as I remembered them." 

Steve was driving two different cars at the Festival 
of Speed in 201 1, the Watson's car and an official 
BMW entry. Sadly, due to unforeseen mechanical 
maladies, the BMW entrant was unable to complete 


the full programme and so Steve used the Watson's 
car to ascend the hill twice each day on Saturday and 
Sunday. "This car is important. Not just to BMW and 
motorsport, but also to me personally," Steve told me 
at Goodwood. "Taking wins at Spa and then Macau in 
the exact same car is pretty remarkable. Spa is a team 
effort, of course, but Macau is just down to the driver 
to deliver out on the track. This car mastered both of 
those disciplines. It helped my CV massively and 
cemented my relationship with BMW - leading to my 
Team BMW Le Mans outing and my best-placed finish 
there of fourth in 1999. A really good car, with very 
few, if any vices. This car made Macau one of my 
absolute favourite circuits to race on." 

After Goodwood in 201 1 the car, still carrying not 
just its Macau finishing livery but also its most 
appropriate Goodwood running number of 320, was 
returned to the collection in which it has lived for so 
much of its life since 1997. It has been turned over 
regularly, but not run on a track since. 

In November 2014 it was suggested to the owner 
that he might like to let the greater world of car 
enthusiasts see the machine again and, whilst he was 
not keen to allow it to race in the revived Super 
Touring class, he was more than happy to let the car 
travel to Beaulieu and become part of the new 
motorsport exhibit. The car now sits in the main hall 
of the National Motor Museum, currently between a 
Bugatti Veyron and a Ford RS200. It looks in amazing, 
though race-used, condition and is still a genuine 
time warp as the pictures of the interior show. The 



Aside from a few modern safety additions the car is 
completely original and just as it was when it came off 
the racetrack in 1 997. It ran in this configuration for two 
seasons and was successful at both Spa and Macau 



labelling is just as it was; even the Lufthansa Cargo 
label hangs from the rear view mirror and the key-ring 
is its Bastos/Fina one, issued by BMW when it 
released the car in 1995 - it even still has its spare 
key on that ring! 

This highly important and hugely successful 320i 
Super Touring car will be on display at the National 
Motor Museum in Beaulieu until Easter 2016 at least. 
It sits proudly alongside some of the greatest 
machines from history, not just of motorsport, but of 
motoring itself, opposite the 'Period Garage' feature 
and, if the opening reception is anything to go by, it 
will be attracting a great deal of attention during its 
time in display. 

The key, as identified by museum director Doug 
Hill is that "the Super Touring cars look exactly like 
road cars. Visitors can identify with them far more 
easily than with, say, a VI 6 BRM or a Lotus 49! It 
takes nothing away from Grand Prix winners or 
endurance racers, they have their well-earned laurel 
wreaths, but this BMW especially gives the illusion of 
'could have been me' or perhaps more accurately 
'could have been my/our/dad's car'. We are so 
pleased to have this fantastic car here with us and 
hope many visitors will enjoy seeing it over the next 
1 8 months or so that it is on display with us." • 

Many thanks to: 

Doug Hill and Heather Reid from Beaulieu 
Steve Soper, Tom Shepherd and Stuart Weir 
Dave Warburton and Ian Wade 
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The car now resides in the National Motoring Museum 
and it’s in good company. Amusingly, the car still has its 
original BMW keys and tags and Lufthansa cargo label. 
Left: This is how the car would have looked in its 
previous Fina/Bastos livery from 1 995. The car pictured 
isn’t actually Soper’s car though, this is the third placed 
Spa 24 Hour car from 1 994 driven by Jean-Michel Martin, 
Patrick Slaus and Altfrid Heger 


MAY 2015 37 





BMW Car Club 
Great Britain 


THE ONLY CLUB E 




TEL: 01970 207989 


DREADER DFEER QUOTE 
"BMWCCI5"AND GET £5 DEE. 
NORMAL PRICE: £45. 


MEMBERSHIP 
ONLY £4D* 




NDORSED BY BMW IN THE UK 


RECEIVE H COPY OF OUR HWHRO 
WINNING MflGRZINE ‘STRRIGHT SIX’ EVERY MONTH 



CLRSSIC INSURRNCE RPPROVEO VRLURTIONS 

JOIN US ON OUR RNNURL MUNICH RND EUROPERN TOURS 

MEMBER ONLY TRRCKDRYS RT BRITRINS BEST CIRCUITS 

ORGRNISER OF THE MRRGEST COLLECTION OF BMW CRRS 
IN EUROPE, RT OUR NRTIONRL FESTIVRL IN GRYOON 

DICSOUNTED DERLER SERVICING RND PRRTS 


FIRST 25 NEW MEMBERS WILL RECEIVE BRIDE 
IN THE EX STEVE SOPER DTM M3 RRCECRR, 

RT OUR BONINGTON TRflCKDRY ON SEPTEMBER 21ST. 
^CONDITIONS RPPLY* 


RS R MEMBER YOU WILL RECEIVE R HOST OF BENEFITS RND 
PREFERENTIRL RRTES FOR THE WHOLE FRMILY, 

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMRTION 








K 







G iven the exceptional success of the four-door 6 Series Gran Coupe, it's a 
little surprising to turn up in Lisbon to test the range's mid-life update and 
there's none to be had. Instead we can choose between a Melbourne 
Red Convertible or the Mediterranean Blue Coupe you see pictured here. 
Astoundingly, the Gran Coupe now accounts for almost half of all 6 Series 
sales, so perhaps it doesn't need a leg-up. In contrast, BMW UK sold only half as many 
6 Series Coupes last year, at 729 units, a figure that's been steadily declining since the 
car's launch in 2012. Good timing for a revamp then. 

But this mid-life update is, as is BMW's wont, a mild one. BMW's marketing bumf 
seems calculated to pre-empt our comments on that front by pointing out all the design 
awards the 6 Series range has already accrued. The subtext is 'if it ain't broke, don't fix 
it', so at a glance not everyone will spot the exterior design changes. Up front, the kidney 
grille has been subtly tweaked. There are now nine vertical bars in each of the wide 
openings, instead of ten, the intention being a visual widening of the nose. Those 


According to BMW the updated 6 Series 
focuses on its sporting side but the 
updates it has made won’t change the 
car’s main roie as the consummate GT 

Words: Shane O’Donoghue Photography: BMW 
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FACE-LFED 650i COUPE 
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uprights are black in the six-cylinder models and matt 
aluminium for eight-cylinder cars. More obvious is the 
new front bumper, with its wide black section shaped 
like that of the 4 Series range. It too adds to the 
impression of a wider car. Within that is a three- 
element LED fog lamp. Full LED headlights are fitted 
as standard across the range, the indicators have 
been moved to the top of the lamp unit and the light 
signature has been updated - it's now quite 
distinctive at night. At the side, the only real change 
(other than new wheel options) comes in the form of 
restyled door mirrors, incorporating the indicators. The 


rear end is left well alone, too, other than a 
resculpted bumper, though the exhaust outlets have 
been enlarged a tad on the six-cylinder versions. 

The updates to the interior are more difficult to 
spot - unless you're an existing 6 Series owner, of 
course. The black panel look to the air conditioning 
controls has been updated, as has the glass-fronted 
free-standing i Drive display screen. All versions of the 
6 Series come as standard with dual-zone climate 
control, USB ports. Enhanced Bluetooth with voice 
activation, BMW Advanced Loudspeaker system, 
BMW Professional Multimedia, Park Distance Control, 


leather upholstery with contrast stitching, heated front 
seats, electrically folding door mirrors, the new LED 
foglights and a minimum 18-inch wheel diameter. 

Sport models are upgraded with 19-inch rims, a 
chrome finish for the exhaust tips and kidney grille 
uprights, and Nappa leather upholstery on 'Comfort' 
seats. The M Sport cars promise to be more 
distinctive again, gaining M double spoke alloys (still 
19-inches in diameter - 20-inch rims are optional), 
an M Sport styling kit, coloured brake callipers and 
interior enhancements including a multifunction 
M Sport steering wheel and 'Sport' seats. 


The engine can propel this large GT 
to 62niph from rest in just 4.6 seconds 
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All three body styles share the same core 
specification, though the Convertible benefits from 
Sun Reflective Technology for its Dakota leather trim, 
while the Gran Coupe's rear seat back splits and folds 
60:40. As before, it's defined as a '4+1' seating 
arrangement, with the unlucky fifth occupant perching 
atop the raised centre section. 

As ever, the cabin is a lesson in sporting luxury, with 
more of an emphasis on the comfort and quality than 
the sportiness. It feels like a lavish, extravagant car 
from the inside, which goes some way to justifying 
the lofty pricing. The entry-level model is the 640i, 
featuring the well-proven turbocharged in-line six. 


That's £60,630 on-the-road in Coupe format, 
£62,375 as a Gran Coupe or a faintly eye-watering 
£66,760 for the 640i Convertible. For the mid-life 
face-lift this engine is more efficient than ever and it 
comes with a sports exhaust as standard, but those 
with an eye on fuel economy will stick with the best 
all-rounder: the 640d. That starts at £63,130, is just 
as fast against the clock as the 640i (faster in the 
mid-range thanks to its thumping torque output), and 
is far better in terms of economy and Benefit-in-Kind 
affecting emissions. It returns an official 54.3mpg and 
emits as low as 139g/km (as a two-door coupe). 

The range-topper (excluding the BMW M6, which 


F13 650i M Sport 


ENGINE: V8, 32-valve twin-turbo 
CAPACITY: 4595cc 

MAX POWER: 450hp @5500-6000rpnn 
MAX TORQUE: 479lb ft @ 2000-4500rpnn 
0-62MPH: 4.6 seconds 
TOP SPEED: 155mph 

ECONOMY: 52.9mpg 

EMISSIONS: 199g/km 

PRICE (OTR): £72,385 
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has also been updated) is the 650i, powered as ever 
by a twin-turbocharged 4.4-litre V8 engine and it now 
costs £69,785 for the SE or £72,385 for the M Sport 
we have here. The nnelodious powerplant runnbles 
away quietly when you're annbling around, with just 
enough noise to make it obvious you're driving 
something interesting. And there's plenty of interest 
from an engine that can propel this large GT to 
62mph from rest in just 4.6 seconds. That's thanks to 
450hp at 5500-6000rpm and a beefy 479lb ft of 
torque on tap from just 2000rpm all the way around 
to 4500rpm. With such outputs there's no need to stir 
the gearbox but BMW's standard-fit eight-speed 
Steptronic sport transmission is, as ever, exceptional. 
It's perfectly smooth and refined when you're in no 
hurry, slipping between ratios seamlessly and enabling 
silky progress at low speeds. But step things up a 
notch and the gearbox responds in kind. Its calibration 
is altered depending on which driving mode you 
choose and you can slot the lever into the Sport 
setting or take over control for yourself via the paddles 
at any time. Full-bore upshifts are hammered home 
suitably quickly, while downchanges are punctuated 
by gratuitous throttle blips, justifying your V8 purchase. 

BMW has tweaked the chassis of the 6 Series 
moderately too, with firmer rubber bushings, 
remapped power steering and retuned dampers. 
Unfortunately, the test cars at the international launch 
were all equipped with expensive driving options like 
Integral Active Steering and Dynamic Damper Control. 
The former adds a little rear-wheel steering, in the 
same direction as the front wheels for high-speed 



stability and in the opposite direction for a more agile 
feeling in tight corners or for parking. So-equipped, the 
6 Series certainly feels up the demands of a twisty 
road, with little effort required to make indecent 
progress. The only limiting factor seems to be the 
appreciable width of the car. Narrow, hedge-lined 
B-roads are not this model's natural habitat, although 
with the Dynamic Damper Control system fitted, 
owners can choose the appropriate damping for the 
road conditions, giving the car a wider operating 
window. It's effective and integrated with the usual 
Driving Performance Control switch on the centre 
console offering Comfort Plus, Comfort, Sport and 
Sport Plus options. 


While the 650i is a bit of fun when the mood takes 
you, its girth and weight soon make themselves 
known, the latter when you start leaning harder on the 
brakes or ask for rapid direction changes. It 
competently handles it all, but you get the feeling it's 
being pushed outside its comfort zone. Dial the speed 
back a bit and it's at its best, a luxurious, stylish, well- 
equipped and rather desirable GT car, offering up fast 
transport for two with plenty of space in the boot for 
some suitably expensive luggage. Nonetheless, even if 
we didn't need the extra legroom and easier access to 
the back seats afforded by the Gran Coupe's 
additional doors, it's still the pick of the range. It's easy 
to see why it's 6 Series buyers' favourite model too • 
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EBC Brakes pads are now made 
using the Nucap Canada NRS hook 
retention backing plate system, 
guaranteed NEVER to debond 
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EBC premium OE replacement discs 
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BRAKE PADS - Choose from grippy Greenstuff for spirited use on lighter hot hatches, 
Redstuff for fast street on medium weight cars, Yellowstuff for all out grip and track use on 
lighter cars or Bluestuff for the ultimate street and trackday pad that has set the Impreza 
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Internet folklore would have you 
believe that a right-hand drive 
E30 M3 isn’t a patch on the 
originai... we sampied this 
example to find out the truth 

Words: Bob Harper 
Photography; Dave Smith 


46 BMWCar 






MAY 2015 47 



O ver the years I've been fortunate 

enough to drive all sorts of E30 M3s, 
from the original 200hp machine 
through to a multitude of special 
editions and culminating with the 
legendary 2.5-litre Sport Evolution. There have been 
road cars and track cars and even several rides in ex- 
DTM and BTCC machinery and the one thing all these 
machines have had in common - apart from the 
obvious S14 under the bonnet - was the fact that 
they have all been left-hand drive. Until now, as the 
machine I'm currently sitting in is undoubtedly an M3, 
and is indisputably right-hand drive. 

BMW only ever made the E30 M3 for general 
consumption with the steering wheel on the left bar a 
couple of machines for very favoured customers, and 
it would seem that the general consensus of opinion 
is that is the way they should remain. Or so folklore 
would tell you. But here today we have a right-hand 
drive version that was up for sale at 4 Star Classics a 
month or so ago and once I saw the car appear on its 
website I got straight on the phone to arrange a drive 
of the car. What I was particularly keen to find out was 
whether converting the car from left- to right-hand 


drive would rob the car of its feeling of 'rightness'. 

The main gripes those 'in the know' or those who 
have bought into the rumours on the internet will tell 
you is that an E30 M3 that was converted to right- 
hand drive back in the day will have a standard E30 
steering rack that's 'slower' than the one fitted to an 
left-hooker and that the exhaust manifold also has to 
be compromised in order to correctly route the 
steering column. Valid points you could argue, or 
those who like to put things in stronger terms; 'the 
steering is rubbish and it has no power.' 

The vast majority of UK M3s that were converted 
from left-hand drive to right-hand drive back in the 
late '80s were done by Birds in west London - it did 
52 in total, many at the request of BMW main dealers 
- so we decided that one of the best placed people 
to speak with authority on the matter was Kevin Bird. 
The first point we tackled was the 'slow standard E30 
steering rack' and while Kevin admitted that the 
standard rack was slower he didn't reckon it was all 
that much of a problem: "There's no doubt that the 
E30 325i's rack is slower, but I think everyone used 
to focus on the fact that if you sat a 325i on the 
ground and turned the steering wheel from lock to 


lock it would be something like four turns lock-to lock 
whereas the M3 was only three and a half. A lot of 
that difference was actually because the steering rack 
on the M3 was limited - it had a limited stroke 
because there wasn't enough turn in the wheel 
arches for it to go any further." Looking at the stats for 
the two racks Kevin does have a pretty good point 
with the E30's rack rated at 19.6:1 compared to the 
standard car's 20.5:1, or to put it another way the 
M3's rack was slightly less than five per cent quicker. 

"The steering rack bit never bothered me, what did 
bother me was that the steering wheel always 
seemed too big. If you put a 360mm steering wheel 
in the car it automatically felt like it had quicker 
steering. There's no doubt that it would have been 
nicer, and if we could have done it we would have 
done it, with the equivalent of an M3 rack, but there 
are so many other things that are germane to the 
driving experience that the steering is just probably 
five per cent of the problem," Kevin argued. 

The second item we spoke about was the 
manifold and again Kevin reckoned that this had also 
been blown out of proportion: "You have to convert 
the manifold to get round the steering column," he 
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rm greeted to the most delightful snarl 
from under the bonnet that on an E30 can 
only mean one thing - a carbon air box 
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E30 M3 


ENGINE: SI 4, four-cylinder, 16 valve, DOHC 
CAPACITY: 2502cc 

MAX POWER: 200hp @ 6750rpm 

MAX TORQUE: 177lb ft @ 4750rpm 

TOP SPEED: 145mph 

0-62MPH: 6.7 seconds 




The MS’s SI 4 twin-cam might 
not be the most torque-rich 
engine but it thrives on revs 
and with a carbon air box it 
sounds absolutely divine 


50 BMwcar 




RHD E30 M3 



told us. "But the standard manifold is not a 
particularly nice piece of kit anyway and there are 
people who used to say 'oh yes, but the manifold is 
tuned', well, it's not really a tuned manifold at all - it's 
a bunch of bananas, but the primary lengths are 
really, really short and if you have a look at one of the 
race car exhausts it would have been completely 
different from that in the first place. In fact we never 
changed the primary lengths when we did them and 
the secondary lengths may have been increased by 
five millimetres, but nobody is going to tell me that is 
going to have much of an effect on outright power." 

One interesting aspect that Kevin pointed out was 
that a right-hand drive car is always going to be 
something of a compromise if it was originally 
designed to be a left-hooker: "At the end of the day I 
would say that a left-hand drive car, any left-hand 
drive car, is going to be better balanced than a right- 
hand drive machine because the weight balance is 
set up for the driver sitting on the left so everything is 
compromised when you go over to right-hand drive - 
everything from the brake linkages to the wiper 
linkages will be changed from the original design - 


there's so much that is compromised." But, and it's a 
big but, if you're going to be doing any enthusiastic 
driving on British A and B roads you'll probably go 
faster in a right-hand drive car for the simple fact that 
you can see more when sitting on the right. Sure, you 
adapt when driving a left-hooker and in most 
situations it'll be fine, but in something like an E30 
that isn't desperately powerful if you want to be doing 
any overtaking you need to be able to see as much 
as possible. 

And there are some governments around the 
world who firmly believe that if you drive on the left 
then you nnust have a right-hand drive car, and the 
two main proponents of this theory are Hong Kong 
and Australia where, barring the odd exception, you 
simply cannot legally drive a left-hand drive car on the 
road and it's for this reason that the majority of E30 
I\/I3s that were converted to right-hand drive have 
made their way over to those markets. However, 
despite the M3 sitting in front of us now having its 
steering wheel on the right this wasn't a Birds car - 
it's been converted fairly recently on the instruction of 
a buyer in Hong Kong. Eventually he decided not to 


go ahead with buying the car and 4 Star Classics took 
it into stock. It was initially doubtful about how well a 
right-hooker would sell, after all anyone who knows 
their onions knows that the left-hand drive ones were 
better, right? Much to 4 Star's surprise the phone 
didn't stop ringing with enquiries about the car, and 
yes, you've guessed it, all the potential purchasers 
were from Hong Kong or Australia! 

Fortunately we managed to get down to 4 Star's 
HQ prior to the car being shipped off to its new 
home overseas and at first glance the car just looks 
like a very tidy Diamond black M3. Look a little closer 
though and even though you know it's been 
converted you have to do a bit of a double take when 
you clock the steering wheel on the right-hand side. 
You might also note that the wipers have been 
converted to a right-hand drive setup too - there's 
obviously been some attention to detail here. 

Firing it up for the first time before I rush off to try 
to beat the weather that's increasingly threatening to 
ruin the day and I'm greeted to the most delightful 
snarl from under the bonnet that on an E30 can only 
mean one thing - a carbon air box. It threatens to 
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dominate the driving experience as I'm an absolute 
sucker for the fantastic induction roar you get from a 
carbon air box and there's a very strong temptation 
once I'm under way to simply speed up and slow 
down, flicking up and down the dog-leg five-speed 
gearbox to hear the engine play its tunes. 

I do eventually manage to stop being so puerile 
and concentrate a little more on the driving 
experience as a whole and once we're off the major 
roads and on to the lanes the M3 starts to come a 
little more to life under me. The conversion seems to 
have been carried out very effectively and there aren't 
any rattles or squeaks coming from the dash, and 
about the only rattle is actually coming from the 
parcel shelf area where a rear sunblind doesn't seem 
to be located perfectly. It's a minor irritation though 
and simply dropping down a cog to make the 514 
sing under the bonnet stops it from becoming 
annoying. As I ramp up the speed a little and a few 
corners are thrown into the mix I start to really enjoy 
this M3 and what is a surprise is that it's the steering 
that's the main delight as it seems to be very sharp 
and incisive with the M3's nose following commands 


perfectly. It doesn't take long to realise that there's no 
way this is a standard E30 steering rack and then it 
dawns on me - there are now far faster BMW racks 
to choose from for an E30 M3 right-hand drive 
conversion than there were back when Birds was 
converting the cars. I reckon this has the rack from a 
Z3 1 .9 which at around 2.7 turns lock to lock is 
massively more direct than the standard M3 article, 
and when I return the car to 4 Star it is able to 
confirm that yes, this car was indeed fitted with a 
steering rack from a Z3 when it was converted. 

We've failed to beat the rain en route to our 
photoshoot and while the Bridgestone rubber grips 
well there's enough moisture about and enough 
grunt from the engine to get the chassis working 
nicely. While we're not on the lock-stops around 
every corner it is a delightful thing to punt along 
rapidly, giving plenty of feedback through the steering 
wheel and through the seat of your pants. This 
particular machine has the hound's tooth cloth and 
it's much better at holding you in place when 
pressing on than the leather set up many cars are 
equipped with. 


Once the pictures are in the bag we head back to 
4 Star Classics and en route we cogitate on whether a 
right-hand drive E30 M3 actually makes sense. 
Obviously if you live in Hong Kong or Australia the 
answer's a resounding yes. In the UK though the E30 
M3 has become caught up in its own hype to a 
certain extent and values have gone what could be 
termed absolutely bonkers. Even tatty ones are 
advertised for crazy prices and mint low mileage 
Sport Evos are now being offered for six-figure sums 
and these cars will only be able to command this sort 
of money if they're absolutely standard - swapping 
the steering wheel to the opposite side of the cabin 
would be a big no-no. But if you want to actually drive 
your E30 M3 then on the merits of this super 
Diamond black example there seems to be absolutely 
no reason not to bag a right-hand drive version if you 
can still find one • 

CONTACT: 

4 Star Classics 

Tel: 01420 479909 

website: www.4starclassics.com 
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Tailored Modification Cover 
All Models Covered 
Free Legal Cover I 

Instalments Available 
Car Club Discounts 
Agreed Value Policies 
Track Day Insurance 


03303 331 250 1 (ffiskyinsurance | info@skyinsurance.co.uk INSURANCE 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority \ 


THE ULTIMATE BMW INSURANCE 


FROM CAR ENTHUSIASTS TO CAR ENTHUSIASTS 



IRIS BKRACINGUK 



New molecular structure of rim for 
stronger and lighter performance alloy wheel. 


www.bkracing.co.uk 

TEL: 01392 20 30 44 




The 


Underdc 

Can’t quite stretch to a 1 M? Ersan Jafer proves his 450hp 


135i could be a more affordabie, yet rapid, aiternative... 

Words and pictures: Adam Tait 
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A s an introduction to BMW ownership, the 
135i isn't sonnething that's going to 
disappoint, but when you've hankered 
after a 1 M, the factory 306hp nnay not 
quite cut it... 

This was Ersan Jafer's dilennma, he wanted what 
he couldn't have, but he also knew that making a 
135i look like its more potent M brother wasn't 
solved with a simple bumper and wheel swap, it 
included extensive bodywork as well. However, during 
his search, Ersan found this 135i online and happily it 
had already been given a full 1 M aesthetic 
transformation from a shell that had been written off 
due to a front-end impact. This included all the 
exterior cues and the Alcantara interior. 

The previous owner even went to the trouble of 
removing the hunched rear 1 M wings from the 
damaged shell and grafted them on to the 135i, 
along with the rear bumper. Whereas the front wings 
and bumper had to be sourced from BMW as they 
were too damaged to salvage. 

To match the 1 M's wider track over standard, the 
suspension and wheels were also carried over to 
replace the 135i's factory kit. At this point the car was 
Alpine white but the owner booked it in for a colour 
change to the subtle metallic twist of Mineral white. In 
its finished state the only cue that makes it a 135i is 
the sunroof, which wasn't an option on the 1 M 
Understandably, Ersan jumped at the chance to go 
and see it, and made the journey from the south-east 
up to Birmingham as soon as he could. Impressed 
with the work that had gone into the car, a deal was 
immediately done. Back home, Ersan then got to 
work by freeing up the N54's 306hp power output, 
which is pretty conservative for a 3.0-litre twin-turbo 
straight-six. 

Between speaking to UK specialists and reading 
motoring magazines, extensive research was done via 
US-based owners sharing information, as according to 
Ersan, they seem to be leagues ahead of UK owners 
when it comes to tuning and aftermarket parts 
availability. Faced with a multitude of suppliers to 
choose from, these resources enabled Ersan to sieve 
through what did and didn't work from those who 
had already gotten the T-shirt. 

One recommendation was to have the intake valve 
cleaned as this gets clogged up with carbon deposits, 
causing a loss of power, rough running and a lumpy 
idle which became apparent on this engine. BMW 
has an approved walnut shell media to clean the 
valve, and beyond dealerships there aren't many 


specialists that take on the job. However, Ersan 
managed to book the car in with Buckinghamshire 
based outfit. Birds UK. 

With a clean bill of health the 135i then visited 
Evolve for a remap, which resulted in 350hp on the 
rolling road - already enough to trouble a 1 M. Ersan 
enjoyed this newfound pace for a while but he soon 
became used to what was on offer, so the N54 was 
readied for its next stage of tune. 

Firstly, aFe air filters were ordered from America, 
which according to Ersan are regarded to be one of 
the best for a power increase. Then, the plastic factory 
charge pipe - which is prone to cracking - was 
changed for an aluminium CP-E alternative and 
coupled to Forge diverter valves. 

The car then developed the dreaded wastegate 
rattle. This is a common fault on the N54, making 
itself known on deceleration, and it was enough of a 
problem to be a recall in America. To give the turbos 
longevity, Ersan posted them to Vargas in America 
where they were rebuilt to Stage 1 specification. 

This conversion consists of uprated wastegates, a 
billet compressor wheel, and clipped turbines to help 
both power and durability. Everything imported from 
the US was received within two to four weeks and 
even with duties Ersan commented that the parts 
were still good value. 

Every part bought from overseas was enlisted to 
Kent-based ETA Motorsport to change or fit. When the 
new Vargas turbos touched down, they were fitted 
and followed up with de-cat pipes. "I noticed a big 
difference when the de-cat pipes were installed 
because the engine became a lot more responsive," 
Ersan tells us. "The only issue was the oxygen sensors 
which the guys at ETA had to relocate, but it was still a 
worthwhile modification." 

A cat-back exhaust from Evolve completed the 
system and we can vouch that it sounds fantastic, 
without being deafening. To reduce intake 
temperatures, Wagner Tuning supplied a larger 
intercooler, and although the front bumper needed 
cutting to accommodate its dimensions, the black 
anti-corrosive coating means it goes largely unnoticed. 
Making a nice change over the usual bare aluminium 
and blue silicone elbows. 

With the car in daily use, any changes couldn't be 
detrimental to reliability, and with around 450hp 
already on tap Ersan thinks he's on the cusp of that at 
the moment. Not long before our shoot, the clutch 
started to slip, so this was replaced for a South Bend 
Stage 2 racing clutch (sourced from the US and rated 
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“I noticed a big difference when the 
de-cat pipes were installed because 
the engine became more responsive” 
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to 500hp). "It's an on-off clutch so I'm still getting 
used to it but it should last well because of the power 
rating, my left leg is suffering though!" he laughs. 

We had a taster of how the car performs as it 
squirmed its way from a standstill on a derestricted 
stretch of road - its twin-turbos minimising lag and 
the wide Michelin Pilot Super Sports doing their best 
to find traction. It's a genuine flying machine. "I used 
to run Pilot Sport 2s," Ersan informs us, "but I 
switched to Super Sports, and the car feels a lot 
better now in the dry and wet." 

With the new clutch harnessing all the power and 
fresh boots transferring it to the Tarmac, the next 
weakness revealed itself as the factory open 
differential. Whereas the 1 M was treated to a proper 
limited slip-differential, the 135i didn't have such 
niceties. "I think the 135i should have been fitted 
with one from standard," he states, "but I contacted 
Birds again as I had read a lot about Quaife ATB 


diffs and with all the power the differential was a 
necessity really." So Ersan opted for a Quaife unit 
which was recently fitted. Although the car hasn't 
done any track mileage on this setup, he claims it's 
made real use of the power, removing the frustration 
of one tyre being lit up. 

With the exterior and mechanicals up to scratch, it 
was the 1 M interior that lacked one thing in Ersan's 
eyes: a build plaque. While it's not a factory 1 M he 
still wanted one as he felt it wasn't complete without 
it. "I got into a bidding war on eBay, because when 
they do come up a lot of people want them as they 
were an option from new," says Ersan. "It finally 
finished at £340, but I'm a bit of a perfectionist when 
it comes to things like that!" 

It was Ersan's older brother Hasan who got him 
into BMWs, and he puts it down to his E30 M3 as the 
car that really sparked his interest. After owning a 
string of modified BMWs, naturally aspirated devotee 


Hasan has ended up with an E46 CSL, but how does 
he think his younger brother's blown 135i stacks up? 

"I think if it was a big single turbo he wouldn't like 
the lag but with twin-turbos the power delivery is 
much more linear on the N54, so actually he really 
enjoys it," Hasan tells us. 

While it may not be a fully-fledged 1 M, it's certainly 
ironic that Ersan has developed this stunning 135i 
into something that will now out-perform the car he 
really wanted. Certainly in terms of straight-line 
capability, but it won't fall behind in the twisty bits 
either thanks to its 1 M suspension and brakes. 

Admittedly, this 135i has been subject to extensive 
bodywork to really complete the menacing stance of 
the 1 M, but Ersan's mechanical tuning approach can 
be applied elsewhere. Perhaps by the 335i owner 
wanting the V8 oomph of a E9X M3, or the 1 35i 
owner who also dreams 1 M? Dreams that may just 
fade away when the underdog serves up 450hp • 
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The bodywork is all from 
a genuine 1 M but it’s 
been painted Mineral 
White, instead of the 
usual Alpine White 



E82 1 35i 


ENGINE: 3.0-litre straight-six N54, Vargas Stage 1 twin-turbos, CP-E de-cat downpipes, 
Evolve cat-back exhaust system, CP-E charge pipe, aFe air filters, N55 mid pipes. Evolve 
remap, Wagner Tuning intercooler 
SUSPENSION: 1 M factory suspension 
BRAKES: 1 M factory brakes 

TRANSMISSION: Stage 2 South Bend clutch, Quaife ATB differential 
WHEELS & TYRES: Staggered 1 M wheels/Michelin Pilot Super Sport tyres 
EXTERIOR: Painted Mineral White, 1 M arches, front and rear bumpers, 1 M wing mirrors 
and headlights. Darkline rear lights 

INTERIOR: IM interior; plaque, dashboard, iDrive, retrimmed Alcantara steering wheel 


“I used to run Pilot Sport 2s but I switched 
to Super Sports, and the car feels a lot 
better now in the dry and wet” 
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'veryone wants to be better at driving, but 
what makes a good driver? Someone who 
' possesses the ability to set a blistering lap 
time? Or gracefully power-slide around an 
■airfield perhaps? While both may be valid 
skills becoming a better driver starts with the obvious; 
driving on the road. It's where everyone does the bulk 
of their driving, so it makes sense to start here. 

That's where Rob Colbourn steps in. Rob is an 
accomplished instructor and Advanced Driving 
Consultant with over twenty years of experience in his 
field. He offers tailored courses and one-on-one 


tuition for those wanting to gain more from the art 
form of driving. Rather than teaching how to throw a 
car around with armfuls of oversteer and plumes of 
tyre smoke, Rob simply helps you to expand and 
develop your current driving style in order to get more 
out of road driving. In short, he teaches you how to 
read the road more efficiently, enjoy the road more 
effectively and, above all, drive safely not only for you, 
but those around you. 

Rob actually started his career with rather humble 
beginnings working as a white van driver, but it's that 
experience which has helped him shape and develop 


his current approach. "We all form our own personal 
relationship with driving," explains Rob. "Within a year 
of passing my test I was racking up 80,000 miles a 
year driving white vans all across the country; 
admittedly, my skill didn't always match my 
enthusiasm! After several years of that I answered an 
advert to become a driving instructor - I certainly 
didn't set out on a quest to increase road safety. The 
people who trained me did a good enough job and 
helped me to qualify, but in all honesty, they didn't 
have any significant influence on my relationship with 
driving. It was two months into the job when I met 
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Bernard Aubry, a man who quite simply 
revolutionised my view of driving and inspired 
me in a way that I hadn't conceived or 
experienced before. Yet, if you asked me what 
was taught immediately afterwards I would 
struggle to recall many of the specific details, so 
struck was I by the deeper sense of satisfaction 
in my driving he had ignited. But whatever the 
details were, they would have been redundant 
and short-lived if the techniques themselves 
hadn't inspired me to use them. Imagine it's 
three years on, you're late, fed up and no one is 


Training 

Day 

We explore the finer points of 
honing your driving skills during 
a day of training with advanced 
consuitant Rob Coibourn... 

Words: Simon Holmes Photography: Dave Smith 
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While Rob is indeed 
gauging your driving 
style, it immediately 
becomes clear this is 
no driving exam 


watching: this is when your personal relationship with 
driving will dictate your style and choices." 

Rob's main work varies between private clients, 
who drive their own high performance cars on the 
road and want to get the best from them, to training 
fleet drivers who spend hours on the road perhaps 
involuntarily at times. A lot of what he teaches also 
lends itself to circuit driving, so it helps that he also 
happens to be a driving consultant for Porsche, 
working at their flagship venue, the Porsche Driving 
Experience Centre at Silverstone. On the opposite 
end of the spectrum, Rob is also a senior trainer with 
All Road Training (www.allroadtraining.co.uk), a 
leading provider of driver training to businesses. The 
enthusiasm may differ between the two groups but 
Rob's goal is the same; to develop their skill levels, 
techniques and attitude. 


Keen to experience Rob's approach firsthand, we 
arrange a day of advanced driving training for the 
road. We meet on a sunny Tuesday morning at a 
location that's convenient for us both and I've brought 
my own car along for the day. Over a coffee, we have 
a chat about what we want to achieve from the day, 
before heading out into the mid-morning traffic. 

At first, you can't help but feel as though you're on 
a driving test again, but while Rob is indeed gauging 
your driving style, it immediately becomes clear this is 
no driving exam. Instead, he engages you to discuss 
what's going on around you and it soon becomes 
easy to tune into his relaxed, yet professional 
approach. It helps that Rob is very articulate and 
incorporates a friendly tone to his advice that doesn't 
ever feel condescending. He praises you when 
appropriate and it never feels as though he is poking 


holes in your driving or confidence. The information 
he dispenses is awe-inspiring at times in that it's often 
staring you right in the face, it's just you haven't 
thought to digest it before. He points out the glaringly 
obvious, natural markers on the road to help you read 
ahead, such as the fact streetlights are nearly always 
placed on the outside of corners or telephone wires 
indicate built up areas. It's a little like discovering 
there's a secret world of advanced driving that you 
never knew about. Informative hints and subtle 
changes to attitude may be small, but the process 
allows you to take every little thing on board around 
you, however miniscule, to give you the advantage. 

Rob's approach is refreshing and enlightening, but 
he's also realistic about how his attitude and advice 
is likely to be utilised on the road. "I know perfectly 
well that every technique, idea or concept will have 
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The Building Blocks 

Rob explains to us the fundannental aspects of 
enhancing your own driving ability. . . 

Attitude 

"I love the story Jackie Stewart writes in a book, 
about how he felt it was only when he entered the 
1973 season that he had reached a 'fundannental 
grasp of the basics', even though he entered that 
season as a double world channpion. It strikes nne 
as a connnnent based on reflection and wisdonn that 
may not have been so easily conceived at a 
younger age. 

"This is also the main reason that I reference my 
'chequered' past in vans. It was primarily an attitude 
shift that changed my approach, which led to all the 
various physical changes in my driving style. 

"I also highlight my own natural cynicism and 
encourage clients to question and challenge my 
advice to see where it works, where it is limited and 
what adaptations could be made with any 
technique to ensure its effectiveness. Incidentally, 
this is often lacking in my industry, which would 
seemingly prefer to demand we accept each piece 
of advice in its entirety. Remember being taught to 
apply the handbrake and select neutral each time 
you stop? How about leaving enough space ahead 
in a queue in case you get hit from behind, in order 
to protect the radiator instead? Or how about I focus 
more on protecting my children in the back seat?" 

Observation 

"As with so many things in life or work; the further 
ahead you can look, the more detail you can gather 
with which to make your plans and the more time 


you can create in which to execute them, the more 
effective you will become. Many of the subtleties I 
look for are so visible and ordinary that we easily 
overlook their significance or existence. 

"A brilliant realisation I have learnt to develop 
more over the years is how to utilise the human 
eye's natural functions of peripheral and focused 
vision, in order to see as much as is physically 
possible. Consider whether you pay primary 
attention to the road layout as you approach a 
junction or to the traffic movement. Looking firstly 
for the static information will still allow your 
peripheral vision to monitor the movement within 
your scope, whereas focusing on the traffic will likely 
make you miss helpful information about the 
environment in general. The natural tendency, of 
course, is to watch the vehicles and pedestrians as 
they are more likely to cause you a problem than a 
static kerb or signpost, and the art of developing this 
concept and the observation techniques is in how 
you balance both issues." 

Anticipation 

"For me, good anticipation skills are based on asking 
yourself intelligent questions about the situations 
you face. Is that guy going to step out? Is that car 
going to change lanes? Is there a removal truck 
around the next blind corner? The obvious problem 
here is that you can pose the questions but not 
necessarily answer them. 

"In fact, you positively have to wait to find out 
what they actually will do, but you can certainly 
anticipate what they could do; especially when you 
consider that there are only two possible options. 


Will he step out? He will or he won't. Will that truck 
be there? It will or it won't. You simply need a Plan 
A and a Plan B. Anticipate the greater problem and 
then (in a statement that I wouldn't have 
understood at 21) you actually want your 
anticipation to be wrong. By which I mean, of 
course, I may well be expecting the worst-case 
scenario and I certainly don't want to experience it, 
but if I must, then I will prevent it from catching me 
out. So I'm either wrong or pleasantly surprised." 

Space 

"In regard to the practical side of driving, space is 
the thing to be obsessive about; after all, every 
single collision in the history of the motorcar must 
involve at least one party running out of space. But 
to do so requires you to have made serious 
misjudgments in one of the other areas mentioned. 
Your observation, anticipation or planning has let 
you down first for the speed to then become a 
problem and, if those skills are used well, then you 
should simply realise that your speed is appropriate. 

"One of the biggest problems is that people also 
think that slowing down will always be the safer 
option over speeding up. This does not apply in 
many situations, joining fast moving motorway traffic 
to name just one. Whether you speed up or slow 
down should be dictated by the space that is 
available. The key thing for me is how the 
relationship between your space, vision, speed and 
time is managed. Only when you put all these 
factors together are you really considering things in 
enough depth to truly judge the accuracy and 
effectiveness of your speed." 
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its limitations; speeding up may one day be your 
saviour and the next day be your ruin," explains Rob. 
"If I tell you to 'always do this,' or 'never do that,' then 
I am doing you a disservice - exceptions to the rule 
are commonplace after all. In fact, just 'telling' you to 
do anything at all would soon get very tedious for 
everyone involved, much better to simply discuss and 
explore the art of driving high performance motor 
cars with the aim that you aspire to be the best, most 
accomplished driver that you can be, and hopefully 
benefit from the competencies I strive to impart to 
each and every one of my clients. My point is, if I 
can't genuinely inspire you to embrace and develop 
safe, smooth and swift driving skills then, quite frankly, 
who cares where I said to put your hands on the 
steering wheel or whether to select neutral at the 
traffic lights?" 

As we venture out on to faster A- and B-roads, 
perhaps Rob's most interesting points revolve around 
driving psychology. It sounds strange, but once he 


persuades you to try certain techniques it's amazing 
to see it work in action. For instance, controlling the 
traffic behind you by dropping back from a line of 
cars and, effectively starting your own pack, helps to 
control other road users' driving characteristics. 

I leave Rob feeling rather good about myself. It's a 
lot of information to take in, but the things he points 
out are easy to introduce into your driving style, and 
like he says, attitude is perhaps most important. 
Reflecting on that, if there's one key lesson of the day 
it's that everyday is a school day. Driving is the kind of 
skill that never stops developing and you can always 
better yourself. Perhaps acknowledging that is what 
makes a truly great driver • 

CONTACT: 

Rob Colbourn 
Tel: 07939 268 688 
Web: www.robertcolbourn.co.uk 
Email: enquiries@robertcolbourn.co.uk 
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It’s a little like discovering there’s a 
secret world of advanced driving 
that you never knew about 
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A STEP 
INTO THE 

UNKNOWN 

The Nurburgring 24 Hours is one of the toughest 
events on the motorsport calendar and here we 
meet a British team entering the race for the 
first time with an E36 M3 

Words: Bob Harper Photography: Bob Harper 
and Frozenspeed (VLN track images) 


F or some people having a quick blat down 

their favourite back road is enough to satiate 
their inner driving Gods. For others, the 
occasional track day will give them enough 
of an automotive fix. And some take it a little 
further still and involve themselves in racing, usually 
starting off with UK circuit championships. For most, 
this is where it ends. Simon Glenn, owner of this E36 
MS, wanted to take things even further, though, and 
last year, along with friend Marcos Burnett and Jody 
Flalse (of Climax Motorsport who prepares the car), 
they took on several rounds of the 
Veranstaltergemeinschaft Langstreckenpokal 
Nurburgring (which is better known as the VLN) on 
the infamous Nordschleife in Germany. And this year 
they are eyeing-up an even greater challenge: the 
Nurburgring 24-Hour race. 

So how on earth did the occasional track day 
escalate into an assault on one of the world's 
toughest endurance classics? "It's all Jody's fault," 
Simon says with a laugh. "A few years ago Jody got 
me into racing and I did a season in the Production 
BMW championship in an E30 that he built for me 
and unfortunately I wrote it off at the Craner Curves at 
Donington in the last round of the season. This was 
back in 2012 so as I didn't have a car to race in 2013 
and as I fancied doing something a little different I 
spoke with Jody about our options and we came up 
with a plan to try and do something at the 
Nurburgring. Jody looked at the various classes of 


racing and after we'd settled on the VLN the most 
obvious car seemed to be an E36 M3." 

The car was also a 'good fit' as far as Simon was 
concerned as he's owned an E36 M3 GT for the best 
part of a decade and after having enjoyed racing his 
E30 another BMW was the only way to go. The main 
competition in the M3's class in the VLN comes from 
3.0-litre Z4 Coupes and E90 330i Saloons but Simon 
was sure he wanted to use an M3, as he explains: 

"I enjoy the fact that the E36 is now a bit of an 
underdog and it's also a proper M car. My everyday 
car is a 3.0-litre E90 - it's something I drive to work 
in and wasn't something I particularly wanted to 
spank around the Nurburgring." 

So in the latter part of 2013 Simon asked Jody to 
go and have a look at some E36 M3s with a view to 
turning it into a race car and when a 3.0-litre Coupe 
turned up in the classifieds relatively locally Jody went 
to see it. There were some things against it such as 
evidence of a small accident, although it looked to 
have been repaired to a good standard, and 
combined with the fact it was a low-mileage machine 
- just 58,000 miles on the odometer with history to 
back it up - Simon and Jody took the plunge, 
securing the car for around £4000. 

In the VLN the M3 would compete in Class V5 
which is for standard production cars up to 3.0-litres, 
which is one of the reasons Jody pointed Simon away 
from buying a 3.2-litre M3 Evo as this would move 
them up a class and make the racing much, much 
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tougher, as Jody explains: "We'd really get our arses 
kicked if we moved to the over 3.0-litre class as we'd 
be up against a host of Porsche 91 Is, E46 M3s and 
E90 M3s, and a 3.2 E36 I\/I3 would really struggle 
against that lot!" 

Once the car had been purchased there was 
plenty to be done to get it ready for a season of VLN 
and even though they didn't want to commit to the 
full ten rounds of the series, Simon and Jody did want 
to try and do half the rounds which would mean 
around 30 hours at full chat around the 'Ring once 
qualifying for each race was taken into account. It was 
for this reason that they'd looked for a low mileage 
car as they didn't want to have to rebuild the engine, 
gearbox and differential, as these are expensive items 
to refresh prior to the racing season. It proved to be a 
good move as mechanically the car was utterly 
reliable, as Simon recalls: "BMW knew what it was 
doing when it designed the thing. The car must have 
done around 30 hours at full race speed but it never 
even noticed!" 

To get the car ready for racing Jody stripped it to a 
bare shell, threw away everything that wasn't needed. 



sent it off to Custom Cages to have the latest 2014- 
spec cage installed, fitted a KW fully adjustable 
suspension setup and generally made sure that 
everything was in tip-top condition and that it 
adhered 1 00 per cent to the regulations for the class. 
The engine, 'box and diff have to be standard and 
brakes have to be the standard dimensions of the 
road car, these have now been upgraded to Evo-spec 
as Simon and Jody discovered they were getting an 
awful lot of cracked discs with the 3.0-litre stoppers. 
The clutch is a Group N item and the car runs cats in 
the exhaust (this is mandatory for German 
championships) with a Supersprint rear section. 

At the end of the VLN season the team could look 
back with pride as the car had been utterly reliable, 
suitably quick and hugely enjoyable to drive. Listening 
to Simon talk about the season you can hear the 
excitement in his voice as he describes racing on the 
hallowed circuit: "At around five o'clock on a Saturday 
afternoon and the sun's starting to set and you're 
flying down the Dottinger Hohe [the track's longest 
straight] at 1 60mph and there isn't a car in front or 
behind you and you can't help but think 'wow, does 


life get any better?' and then a front running GT3 car 
comes blasting past you at getting on for 200mph 
and it kind of wakes you up! It's absolutely 
extraordinary. You get to hang around in the pit lane 
with people like Nick Heidfeld and Gabriele Tarquini - 
he was in the pits next door to me and you think to 
yourself 'I used to go and watch him racing and 
watched videos of him' and there you are as an 
amateur guy who likes a bit of racing rubbing 
shoulders with these incredible drivers. It's the only 
series where you can effectively drive and 'compete' 
with fully professional drivers." 

And having hugely enjoyed the VLN, Simon and 
Jody decided to embark on the big one: the 24 Hour 
race. An intensive program of organisation and car 
fettling ensued. Wading through the paperwork was 
pretty intensive when compared to the VLN (which 
was actually pretty straightforward) but two big 
decisions had to be made. First, what to do to the car 
prior to the 24-hour race? And second, how to 
improve the car's only Achilles' heel, it's poor fuel 
economy? In the end a full strip down of the car was 
deemed to be necessary and, as Jody explains, it was 


Left: ATL bag tank will allow the M3 to 
run an extra lap between fuel stops. 
Centre: Adjustable top mounts for 
KW suspension. Right: Beautifully 
prepared boot area will have to be 
altered to accommodate new fuel tank 
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“It took me a couple of months to get up the motivation 
to puli the car apart because it was running perfectiy” 




Interior simple but effective. Roof-mounted 
transponder allows the car to be tracked by 
the organisers. Pit shot shows huge 
diversity of VLN machinery 
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a little heart-wrenching to take a perfectly good and 
reliable car, take it to bits and rebuild it: "That's part of 
the frustration of the 24-Hour race - it took nne a 
couple of months to get up the motivation to pull the 
car apart because it was running perfectly and you 
start to question what you're doing. I had to remind 
myself that although it's running well, it might not be 
running well enough to go like that for 24 hours. 
Actually it's more than that as there's also seven 
hours of qualifying so the car has to last for 3 1 hours 
in total. 31 hours at 7500rpm is quite a long time, 
especially when you've got all the bumps and the 
jumps thrown into the mix. It's asking a lot of 
anything, let alone a 20-year-old car! So we pulled it 
apart and now it's having everything done." The 
engine's been refreshed with new seals, gaskets, 
bearings and a new timing chain and the gearbox and 
diff have both been stripped and refreshed, too. 

The car's biggest problem, though, is that while it 
was competitive in terms of pace and lap time in the 
VLN, its bete noire was its fuel economy, as Jody 
explains: "The big thing that cost us last year in the 
VLN was fuel consumption and the bottom line is 
that we use an awful lot more fuel than the other cars 
in the class because it's an older car and because it's 


heavier, too. The trouble is that the car industry has 
moved on significantly since the E36 was built and 
the Z4s and 330is we're up against are much lighter, 
a little less powerful and, significantly, all have 
aluminium engines so they tend to handle a lot 
better than the E36 does. VLN (and the 24 Hours) 
have this Balance of Performance thing which means 
we have to carry an additional 70 kilos of ballast 
because the rules say we have a more powerful 
engine - even though it's only 20hp over a Z4. But 
the most significant problem we have is that we use 
a lot more fuel. In a four-hour race a Z4 can stop 
twice and we have to stop three times - they can do 
eight laps on a tank and we can only do six. That cost 
us better results in the VLN races." 

Within the Balance of Performance rules there is 
the possibility that weight can be added or removed 
from cars in the same class and it also states that fuel 
capacities can be increased or decreased. However, 
Jody says that despite arguing with the authorities that 
the M3 should be allowed a larger fuel tank than the 
Z4s and E90s his arguments have fallen on deaf ears. 
"I don't want to be able to do more laps than the 
other cars, just the same amount of laps," he says 
with a resigned shrug, but sadly his arguments have 


failed to have any impact. Undeterred Simon has 
shelled out over £3000 for a new ATL bag tank that 
holds 70 litres (the class maximum), replacing the 
62-litre standard tank the team was using last year. As 
Jody puts it: "Now we'll be able to do seven laps at a 
time but still not the eight that the Z4s and 330is can 
do. . . but over the course of the 24-Hour race we 
should be able to make three fewer pit stops." 

While Jody's built the car and will be in charge of 
bringing spares and the like, Simon and Jody decided 
to enlist the help of a German team, Kuepper Racing, 
who will act as pit crew and will provide an articulated 
lorry, mechanics, chefs and an all important sleeping 
area. Despite this, Jody still reckons that if the car 
needs a new gearbox during the course of the race 
he'll still be the first one under the car. Having a team 
to look after the wheel and tyre changes and the 
general running of the car, though, will allow Jody to 
concentrate more on his driving. 

Despite having done the VLN races it's still a bit of 
an unknown when it comes to what to expect at the 
24-Hour race. What will tyre wear be like? How long 
will the front discs and pads really last? Will the rear 
pads need doing? Jody reckons he knows the 
answers: five hours for a set of slicks if driven 
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relatively sensibly; 12 hours for the front discs - but 
there could be so nnany variables that enter the nnix 
in the space of 24 hours that he's sensibly trying to 
plan for the unexpected. 

A huge amount of time and effort has gone into 
preparing for the event and it has to be said that to 
simply be contemplating doing the race at all takes a 
lot of courage. It's part of the joy of the 24-Hour race, 
though, that an amateur team can still become 
involved and, depending on how many cars are in the 
class, the Climax Motorsport-built car could still be in 
with a chance of a class podium or a class win. 

We'll leave the final words to Jody and Simon... 
"We're a team of amateurs. One man has effectively 
built the car and we're just a couple of blokes who 
like a bit of motorsport. But I really do think we're in 
with a chance of winning the class, I really do," says 
Simon enthusiastically. 

"Short of writing a cheque for hundreds of 
thousands of pounds to buy yourself a drive at Le 
Mans this is realistically the biggest race that normal 
mortals like us will be able to do. There's nothing 
bigger or more prestigious that's achievable by a 
clubman than the Nurburgring 24-Hour race," agreed 
Jody. Fingers crossed chaps, and good luck! • 



The E36 M3 looks 
completely at home 
on the Nordschleife. 
Right: Our team of 


hopefuls during 
last year’s VLN 




“You get to hang around in the pit lane with 
people like Nick Heidfeld and Gabriele Tarquini” 
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What's involved? 

E46 M3 air filters, 
induction kits and intakes 


With so many options on the market, choosing the right 
air fiiter option for your E46 M3 can seem iike a daunting 
prospect, but it needn’t be... 

Words: Simon Holmes Photography: Various 



Y ou could argue that fitting an afternnarket air filter is a simple case of 
basic engine tuning. Supplying the engine with freer flowing, less 
restrictive and colder air helps create more power. So for most cars, 
upgrading the standard air filter is the first stage in modifying, but for a 
car such as the E46 M3 there are so many to choose from that it's not 
quite as easy sifting through the viable options, deciding what is best and then 
choosing which is right for you. The different types and designs all make a 


difference to the sound, power, performance and even aesthetics. But it's worth 
knowing that some filters can decrease performance as easily as they can 
improve it, due to heat soak or airflow. Each type of upgrade has plus points and 
downsides depending on the application, requirements and cost, so here we will 
go through the different types and why they are suitable. For the purpose of the 
feature we will differentiate them into groups, but be aware induction kits can be 
referred to simply as air filters and air boxes are often labelled as intake systems. 
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WHATS INVOLVED 


The Standard Set Up 

The E46 features a fairly complex but effective 
system. The journey starts when fresh air is forced 
into the intake that is mounted directly behind the 
kidney grilles. The intake then channels the air across 
the top of the front panel and down into the airbox 
mounted on the right-hand side of the engine bay. 
Here the air is forced to pass through a flat, paper 
element filter to remove any unwanted particles of 
dirt. Air then exits the box at the rear and feeds into a 
single, large diameter flexi-pipe and it is here the all 
important MAP sensor is mounted. This vital sensor 
helps the ECU measure the amount of airflow the 
engine is ingesting before making alterations. 


The flexi-pipe connects to what BMW calls an air 
collector, which is the large black box mounted 
directly to the side of the engine. The air collector is 
attached to the engine's individual throttle bodies, via 
six separate connectors and once there, the air can be 
drawn through the inlet manifold and into the 
engine's combustion chamber. 

BMW suggests replacing the air filter at every 
Inspection II service, roughly around every 40k miles. 
However, specialists generally recommend to clean, 
replace or at least inspect the paper filter far more 
regularly than that, some suggesting as often as every 
5000 miles. Replacements cost around £10 to buy. 
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Replacement Panel Filters 

The first upgrade is a direct replacement, 
aftermarket performance filter element, known as 
a panel filter. These come in a range of different 
styles and materials depending on the make, but 
all generally improve breathing and filtration over 
the original item. They are cheap to buy with costs 
ranging between £30 and £60, and are easy to 
install or remove, taking just minutes to fit. But 
simply replacing this filter will not create miracles. 

Power and performance will be marginally 
improved on paper, but realistically, there will be 
little noticeable difference on the road, although 
modifying the airbox to draw in more air via 
additional ducting can help. Sound wise, there will 
also be virtually no difference and nothing 
changes from an aesthetic point of view either. 
Although it may sound like a replacement panel 
filter doesn't do a lot, it's exactly for that reason 
that some owners prefer them from a practical 
point of view. It's a genuinely viable alternative to a 
standard filter, as the better types come with a 
lifetime warranty as the elements can be cleaned 
and re-used, unlike an original BMW filter. It's also 
guaranteed to work and won't suffer from heat 
soak, which a poor induction kit can. 


MAY 2015 73 



D dtld T WiSGl|d^™ar,^*dasBMWisa 
l^nd^iiend^it|l^^d ^ SptcTc 


r^sed c^ warfanjty. 
X5 SpecTatistfiu?. - / * 

Full car valet seig jpe ^ 

mmr 


Extensive Services 
4 wheel lazer 

History nhaintaii^ on database-^ 
ecu coding and remapist^jy ^ 

Full Diagnostic a^a Tesl^ra^pment 
This new servi^ will no^ id^^idate your 



BMW Car Magazine 
please call 
Claire Hodder 


on 01732 748052 





01420 479909 

STAR www.4starclassics.conn 

^CLASSICS sales@4starclassics.com 


SIMILAR QUALITY CARS ALWAYS REQUIRED 


IDS 


BMW E30 M3 Sport Evolution 

£109,995 A completely original Sport 
Evolution, with just 44k miles from new. 


BMW E30 M3 

£29,995 A solid E30 M3 in Diamond Black 
metallic, with just 68k miles from new. 


BMW E28 M5 

£29,995 A right-hand drive E28 M5, with 
just 78k miles from new. 


BMW 2000 CS 

£20,995 A charismatic 2000 CS, with just 
55k miles from new. 


BMW E46 M3 Convertible Manual 

£19,995 With just 24k miles from new. 


BMW E46 M3 Coupe SMG 

£17,995 With just 21 k miles from new. 













WHATS INVOLVED 



Quick-fire Questions 

Can replacing the filter do any harm? 

As long as the kit is installed properly and is of 
good quality then, no. However, whether power 
actually improves is another question entirely. 

Will I definitely see a gain? 

Some kits have been known to reduce power so 
it's best to choose carefully by getting personal 
recommendations from owners and specialists. 


Should a remap be done before or after the filter? 

Unless it's a custom remap then it won't make a 
huge difference. The majority of maps are generic, off 
the shelf files and a mild increase in airflow from an 
aftermarket filter won't affect them. 

Will fitting an aftermarket exhaust along with an 
air filter make a bigger difference? 

Modifications work better in unison with one another. 


Induction Kits and Intake Systems 

This is the next step up from a panel filter and these 
kits come in a wide range of designs. The common 
element is that they all completely replace the entire 
airbox and often the intake too but leave the standard 
air collector in place. Instead, a replacement filter is 
attached directly to the flexi-pipe housing the MAP 
sensor. There are slightly different designs of filter, but 
they are essentially all cone shaped items that offer a 
360 degree, three dimensional ability to draw in air 
through a larger surface area. These filter kits will 
produce a noticeable increase in sound, power and 
performance; but only when they work properly. 

The main problem with a conventional cone filter 
is that it draws in air from all around it, and that's not 
necessarily a good thing as warm air does more harm 
than good. That is why simply removing the airbox 
and attaching a cone filter will not release more 
power. Instead, to combat heat soak, virtually all 
induction kits for the E46 M3 are more advanced, 
featuring a cone filter that is enclosed within, or 
behind, a protective shielding. The primary aim of this 
is to ensure the air filter only receives fresh, cold air, 
avoiding heat soak issues. Some kits are more 
advanced than others, ranging from a plastic shield 
that uses the bonnet itself to create an enclosed 
space, to a simple cone filter housed inside a carbon 
fibre shroud. The very best kits feature replacement 
intake tubes, cold air feeds and specially designed 
housings to direct or funnel air a particular way to 
further increase power, response and sound. 
Performance notably improves and a remap will help 
get the best from it. Prices vary in range from £300- 
1000 depending on the complexity of the kit. 


If you can get more air into the engine, then 
bigger benefits will be seen if you can get exhaust 
gases out faster at the same time. 

What if I want larger power gains? 

A naturally aspirated car will never see huge gains 
from simple bolt-on parts such as air filters and 
induction kits, so if you want more then the next 
step is internal engine work or forced induction. 
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The main trouble with the standard M3 air intake 
system is its complexity. By making the air pass up, 
down and sideways through the filter and various 
pipes and boxes it creates restrictions. This disrupts 
the speed of the air entering the engine and this is 
crucial, particularly to a naturally aspirated car. That is 
why the reworked M3 CSL used an altogether 
different and freer flowing intake system. If you've 
ever seen under the bonnet of the iconic CSL you will 
have noticed the large carbon fibre airbox, or collector, 
that dominates the entire right-hand side of the 
engine bay. It directly attaches to the throttle bodies, 
just like the original, and it's not only much bigger but 
it's carefully shaped to funnel air towards the 
connectors. There is still a paper element mounted 
inside, but there's no restrictive flexi-pipe or airbox to 
breathe through. Instead, the collector takes its air 
feed directly from a specially shaped intake fixed to 
the right-hand side of the car's front bumper. This 


ensures fresh, unrestricted air is physically forced 
towards the air collector at speed. It also does away 
with the MAP sensor, as the CSL uses a different kind 
of ECU that doesn't require one. 

As expected, these CSL airboxes noticeably 
improve power, performance, response and hugely 
alter the tone and sound of the induction. They are 
regarded as the best you can get, but a genuine BMW 
item costs around £5000 with all the associated 
fittings! Replicas have been made of the original 
design in either carbon, or cheaper fiberglass and 
prices start at around £1500 just for the collector. It's 
worth remembering that a normal M3 requires the 
MAP sensor to be relocated although a special remap 
to remove it can be performed. It also needs 
somewhere to actually take its air feed from. Por these 
reasons, a well-made, complete aftermarket kit is 
nearer £3500. Due to the extra air the engine ingests, 
an remap is also strongly recommended. 


Replacement Airboxes 


Contact: 

aPe Power 

afepower.com 

Birds 

01753 657444 
www.birdsauto.com 

CA Automotive 

01202 822792 
www.ca-int.co.uk 

Delage Sport 

www.delagesport.com 

Dinan 

www.dinancars.com 

Evolve 

01582 573801 

WWW. evo I vea uto m oti ve .CO m 

Geoff Steel Racing 

01652 648429 
www.geoffsteel.co.uk 

Green Cotton Air Filter 

01525 382713 
www.greenfilters.co.uk 

Gruppe M 

www.gruppem.co.jp 

ITG Performance Air Filters 

024 7630 5386 
WWW. itga i rf i lters.com 

Karbonius Composites 

www.karbonius.es 

K&N Performance Filters 

01925 636950 
www.knfilters.co.uk 

M Style 

020 8598 9115 
www.mstyle.co.uk 

Pipercross Performance 
Air Filters 

01604 707750 
www.pipercross.net 

Sim Ota 

www.simota.com 

VAC Motorsports 

www.vacmotorsports.com 
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EDGE BMW UPGRADES SINCE 1 994 
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Tech Focus: 

BMW Four Cylinder 
Petrol Engines 

Last month we had a look at BMW model codes; this month 
we’re going to do a similar thing but with BMW engines 

Words: Bob Harper Photography: BMW 


■here have been a plethora of BMW 
production powerplants over the years 
and we sinnply don't have roonn to cover 
them all here so we're going to kick off 
with the four-cylinder petrol engines, 
starting with the great grandfather of the 


modern BMW four-pot: the MIO. 


Before we get into a rundown of which engine's 
which it's probably best if we have a quick look at 
how you'd decode a BMW engine number such as 
N43B20TU. At first glance it might seem like double 
dutch but take a closer look and you can see that 
there's method to BMW's apparent madness as we 
can see in the example below... 



ENGINE FAMILY 

M: Engines designed pre-2001 
N: Engines designed post-2001 
B: New modular engines post-2013 
S: BMW Motorsport production engine 
P: BMW Motorsport racing engine 
W: An engine from an external supplier 


THE NUMBER OF CYLINDERS 

1 : Straight-four 

2: Straight-six (or straight-four 
for N-coded engines) 

3: Straight-six (or straight-three 
for new B code units) 

4: Straight-four 
5: Straight-six 
6: V8 
7: VI 2 
8: VI 0 


TECHNICAL UPDATE 

TU: A major update to 
the engine, eg. single 
to double Vanos 


FUEL TYPE 

B: Petrol 
D: Diesel 
E: Electric 
G: Natural gas 
H: Hydrogen 




ENGINE VARIATIONS 

0: Original engine design 
1 -9: Revision of original 
design but still the same 
basic engine group. More 
substantial changes than 
indicated by TU’ suffix 


ENGINE SIZE 

20: 2.0-litre 
30: 3.0-litre 
40: 4.0-litre 
et cetera 
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M10 

This unit started life in 1962 and 
went on to provide the basis for 
BMW four-cylinder engines for 
the best part of three decades. It 
was used in the '02, 2000CS, 
E21, E30, El 2 and E28 before 
being finally phased out in the 
late 1980s. It came in a variety 
of capacities ranging from 1 .5-, 

1 .6-, 1 .8- to 2.0-litres. It was the 
basis for both BMW's legendary 
four-cylinder turbo versions, the 
one in the 2002 Turbo and the 
one that won the Formula One 
driver's championship for 
Nelson Piquet. 



The iconic engine from the E30 
M3 was BMW's first multi-valve 
four-cylinder unit and was a 
double overhead cam design. 
Available in three different 
capacities, 2.0-, 2.3- and 
2.5-litres, it made its debut in 
1986 and bowed out when 
E30 M3 Convertible production 
ended in 1991 . 


M40 

The M40 took over from the 
MIO in 1987 as BMW's 
sub-2. 0-litre four-cylinder unit. 
Unlike the MIO which used a 
cam chain, the MIO switched 
to a cambelt like the small six- 
cylinder engine. It was available 
in just two capacities, 1 .6- and 
1 .8-litres, and saw service in the 
E30 and E36 3 Series as the 
3 1 6i and 3 1 8i while the larger 
of the two units was also found 
in the E34 518i. 




M42 

This was the high performance 
version of the M40 engine with a 
timing chain instead of a belt and 
a 1 6-valve DOHC head. It 
developed considerably more 
power than the M40 and was 
used in the E30 318iS and was 
also carried over into the E36 
318iS prior to being replaced in 
the E36 by the revised M44. 

The M42 also spawned a BMW 
Motorsport unit, the S42, that 
powered the E36 STW machinery. 
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M44 

Numerically and chronologically 
this was the last of the M-prefix 
four-cylinder engines and was a 
replacement for the M42. Its 
capacity was upped to 1 .9-litres 
in the quest for slightly more 
power, torque and improved 
drivability. The engine featured 
in the E36 318iS, the318ti 
Compact, and the Z3. 


N42 

In BMW terms the N42 was a 
fairly short-lived unit that was 
soon superseded. It took over 
from the M43 and was fitted to 
the face-lifted E46 models and 
was available as either a 1 .8- or 
2.0-litre unit. Compared to the 
M43 it featured a DOHC layout 
and incorporated Valvetronic 
variable valve lift. 


The N43, N45 and N46 engines 
are all closely related and often 
ran concurrently to each other 
depending on markets and 
applications. The N43 replaced 
the N42 and featured direct 
injection and Valvetronic and 
was available as either a 1 .6- or 
2.0-litre unit and was used in 
the E8x generation of 1 Series 
and the E9x 3 Series models. 


N45 

The N45 was a little bit of an 
anomaly in that it was sold 
alongside the 1 .6-litre versions 
of the N43 in 1 Series and 3 
Series models. It was mainly 
used as a cost-cutting exercise 
as the engine didn't feature the 
expensive Valvetronic system. 

In 2.0-litre form the N45 was 
used for the homologation 
special, the 320si, which was 
built without Valvetronic as the 
variable valve lift system wasn't 
suitable for a high-rewing 
racing engine. 


M43 

The M43 took over from the 
M40 in 1993 and while it was 
still a single overhead cam unit 
with eight valves, BMW once 
again returned to a timing chain 
rather than the cambelt of the 
M40 which was prone to 
snapping if it wasn't replaced in 
a timely fashion. Available 
initially as a 1 .6- and 1 .8-litre, 
the latter was upgraded to a 1.9 
in 1998 as a measure to 
improve torque. The M43 was 
fitted to the E36 (316i, 318i), 
the E46 (316i, 318i/Ci), the 
E34 518i and the Z3, too. 
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B48 

The next generation of BMW 
engine based on its nnodular 
system where each B-class unit 
will have a cylinder capacity of 
500CC. We already have a 
three-cylinder B engine; this 
four-cylinder version will be first 
used in the 225i Active Tourer 
and the six-cylinder units have 
yet to come online. 


N46 

The N46 is the most common 
version of the N43/N45/N46 
trilogy and was available as both 
a 1 .8- and 2.0-litre unit. The 
latter was far more plentiful 
than the 1 .8, with the 1995cc 
unit being available with a vast 
number of differing outputs 
depending on whether the car it 
was destined for bore a 16i, 18i 
or 20i badge. It could be found 
in the E46, E8x 1 Series, E9x 3 
Series, the X3, and the Z4. 


N13 

This engine is a little bit of an 
anomaly as not only was it 
developed in co-operation with 
PSA Peugeot Citroen it was 
originally designed as a MINI 


powerplant that was changed 
from its transverse front-wheel 
drive setup in the MINI to be 
suitable for a longitudinal setup 
in the 1 Series. 


N20 

Despite being a four-cylinder 
unit the N20 was actually 
designed as a successor to 
BMW's mid-range six-cylinder 
engine and as the N20 features 
a twin-scroll turbo, direct 
injection, Vanos and Valvetronic 
it can develop a decent level of 
power. Outputs vary according to 
the market and application, with 
the detuned 18i offering 156hp, 
the 20i 184, the 25i218, and 
the range-topping 28i 245hp. 
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F25 X3 

The current X3 has been with us for nearly five years now 
and that makes them ideal secondhand buys if you’re 
looking for a package no other BMW can offer. . . 

Words: Simon Holmes Photography: BMW 





U nderstandably for an all-new platform the 
first generation X3 was met with some 
scepticism upon its release back in 2003. 
But the model proved the doubters 
wrong and went on to sell over 600,000 
examples worldwide and over 32,000 in the UK 
during its successful six-year life span. . 

^ J<een to pick up where it left off BMW launched the 
J^ond generation F25 X3 in^the UK in late 2010. This 
■^ime round the X3 gained a sophisticated redesign 
that replaced the previous model's narrow and 
disjointed looks with stylish new lines and a more 
muscular profile. It looked and felt more upmarket, 
too, much like a baby FI 5 X5, only it arrived a few 
years before its big brother did. The front end styling 
undoubtedly received the biggest improvement as the 
previous mismatched bonnet line was now given a 
sharper and more modern look. Much larger kidney 
grilles added to the aggressive, contoured bumper, 
which now featured raised foglights set further apart 
to make the car look wider. A dominant swage line 
helped accentuate the larger rear arches and broke up 
the vast side panels. It wasn't quite as mean and 
meaty as an X5 but it was definite improvement over 
the previous generation. 

Underneath the new bodywork the F25 shared its 
underpinnings with the 3 Series, much like the last X3. 
However, the F25 actually borrowed the F30 3 Series 
platform nearly a year before the saloon was released. 
It featured the much-improved double-wishbone front 
axle and five-link rear set-up for massively increased 
ride comfort deserved of a luxury X car. 

The car was also taller, wider and longer with an 
extended wheelbase so there was more passenger 
space on the inside and boot space in the rear. It 
could take five people with ease and featured 550 
litres of boot space, increasing to a vast 1600 litres 
when the rear seats were folded down. 

The interior quality was a huge leap forwards for 
the platform. The previous model had never suitably 
excelled in this area but the F25 featured an interior 
finish and feel that seemed a step up even from the 
F30 3 Series it was based upon. In fact, thanks to the 
standard specification it was treading on the toes of 5 
Series quality, it was that much nicer. 

The standard-fit Nevada leather trim helped, as did 
the i Drive with its 6.5-inch colour screen. Other factory 
fit equipment for all F25s included 17-inch alloys, 
cruise control with brake function, front and rear 


parking sensors and two-zone air-con. If that wasn't 
enough to keep you entertained there were also 
plenty of options to choose from including: 
Professional Navigation (that upgraded to an 8.8-inch 
high-resolution screen); Head-up display; Adaptive 
Headlights; a 360-degree reversing camera; and 
Variable Damper Control. 

Whilst the new X3 was better in nearly every way 
there was one key area that was certainly more 
limited: the choice of engines. It became clear from 
early reports of the F25 that the UK would only 
receive diesel engines. It made sense, of course, 
based on the previous generation's sales. The smaller 
diesel engines had been by far the most popular 
choice, so much so that BMW predicted 80 per cent 
of F25 sales would be four-cylinder diesels. So on its 
release the new X3 was available in just one format: 
the xDrive20d SE. Thankfully, it was blessed with the 
more powerful version of the N47 engine that 
produced 1 84hp and 280lb ft of torque to match. 
Performance was more than ample with 62mph from 
rest arriving in 8.5 seconds and a top speed of 
131 mph. Although the engine had been around a 
while and was a little unrefined it did produce a 
torque band that made the car feel very nippy on the 
road. Fuel economy was also decent, with an average 
figure of 50.4mpg and emissions were an impressive 
149g/km, both figures around 15 per cent better than 
the equivalent previous model. A six-speed manual 
gearbox was standard but the latest generation of 
superb eight-speed automatic was a very popular 
option. Both performance and efficiency were virtually 
identical with either transmission. 

The xDrive20d went on sale at £30,490, which 
happened to be £1 15 less than the outgoing model, 
despite the much-improved specification. An M Sport 
trim level soon followed that gained larger 1 8-inch 
alloys, an aero kit, sports seats, anthracite headlining 
and a multi-function steering wheel for another 
£2500 or so. 

In 201 1 the six-cylinder diesel engine was then 
added to the line-up. The N57 3.0-litre came in two 
guises and was offered with the eight-speed auto 
only. The first was the 258hp xDrive30d, with a torque 
figure of 413lb ft to match. Performance was hugely 
improved as 62mph came in 6.2 seconds and top 
speed was 130mph. It could still post a 47.1 mpg 
average with 1 59g/km emissions to match. 

The second six-cylinder was the range-topping 


xDrive35d, producing 31 3hp and 464lb ft of torque. It 
ensured the X3 became a genuinely fast SAV with 
62mph arriving in just 5.8 seconds before storming 
on to its 149mph top speed. Fuel consumption took a 
hit, averaging 46.3mpg but emissions were still a 
sensible 162g/km. 

Further improvements were added to the X3 line- 
up as time went on. In early 2012 Drive Performance 
Control was added to all models allowing a choice of 
Eco Pro, Comfort and Sport driving modes to be 
selected. Later in the same year came another engine 
to the diesel line-up, this time a lower powered 
version of the N47 2.0-litre making 143hp. The new 
entry-level sDrivel8d featured sDrive, rather than 
xDrive, which meant it powered just the rear wheels, 
rather than all four. A manual or automatic gearbox 
was available so was an SE or M Sport trim. The car 
reached 62mph in 9.9 seconds or 10.3 seconds 
when connected to the eight-speed automatic 'box 
and average fuel consumption figures were 55.4mpg 
with emissions of just 135g/km. 

For the 2013 season DAB radio and Bluetooth 
became standard and late in 2014 there was an LCI 
update. This included a mild redesign that gave the X3 
a fresher face. The kidney grilles now merged into the 
larger headlights to form a sleeker front end while the 
bumpers were reshaped and the side repeaters were 
moved to the wing mirrors. However, specification 
improvements were more impressive. Business sat 
nav, heated seats and an electric tailgate all became 
standard and very handy upgrades. A new trim level 
was also introduced in the xLine, which sat between 
the existing SE and M Sport options. This new luxury 
trim offered exclusive 1 8-inch wheels and leather 
interior together with alloy or copper trim finishing 
inside and out for an additional £ 1 500 over an SE. It 
is available only on 20d and 30d models. 

Importantly, the LCI also brought with it engine 
upgrades. The ageing N47 four-cylinder was replaced 
with the new and improved B47. It produced more 
power and more torque but was also more efficient. 
Power increased to 190hp and 295lb ft of torque for 
the 20d whilst the 1 8d was boosted to 1 50hp and 
263lb ft of torque. Performance increased accordingly 
and on the road the engines offered a more refined 
feel. Power and torque didn't increase on the six- 
cylinder models but performance still improved as the 
30d covered 62mph in 5.9 seconds and the 35d 
dropped down to a blistering 5.3 seconds. 
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Buying one 

Unsurprisingly, and as BMW predicted, the 
xDrive20d is by far the nnost popular model. It's 
more than likely you will want one too, which is 
handy as there are around five times as many 
cars to choose from on the secondhand market 
as six-cylinder models. The first things to 
consider are specification, trim and transmission. 
It will be down to personal preference but we 
would always recommend going for the 
automatic. It suits the car better, is a lot more 
common and the manual gearbox is known for 
being a little notchy in its engagement. If you're 
unsure which you would prefer then test-drive 
both. With trim levels, the SE massively 
outweighs the M Sport or later xLine in 
popularity, so if you're after either of the latter 
models be prepared to search for them. Also, 
keep a look out for the better options such as 
sat nav and remember later cars came with 
better standard equipment, so if your budget 
can stretch it's probably worth it. If you're 
looking at the six-pot cars then it's worth 
knowing there's not much difference in the 
running costs between a 30d and 35d, both of 
which cost £180 a year to tax, and the latter 
model came only in M Sport trim. In 
comparison, the xDrive20d costs £145 for a 
year's road tax, whilst the sDrivelSd drops down 
to £130. 

Prices start very low, if that's what you're after. 
The cheapest F25 X3s, which are early SE 
versions of the 20d, go for less than £13,000 
with mileages approaching the 150,000 mark. 


A better example from a dealer with a little less 
than 100,000 miles on the clock will set you 
back around the £15,000 mark and there are 
plenty of choices at that level. Approaching the 
£20,000 barrier you will find ages and mileages 
decrease accordingly. The rarer M Sport cars 
command more money and are usually kitted 
with more options. The cheapest M Sport 
xDrive20d cars start around the £21,000 mark 
for a 201 1 car with 80,000 or so miles. The 
later sDrivel8d version is also harder to find and 
due to their age start at the £23,000 mark for a 
good, low mileage car. 

When it comes to the six-cylinder models 
prices start at £21 ,000 or so and we found a 
201 1 xDrive30d SE with 70,000 miles on the 
clock for a little less. However, budgeting 
£25,000 will give you a much larger range of 
cars to choose from. Again, M Sport versions will 
command more money but £27,000 will bag 
you a nice M Sport 30d with less than 50,000 
miles on it. If you have your eye on a top-of-the- 
range 35d then there are few to choose from 
but they are rarer and you will need over 
£30,000 in your pocket to secure one. On the 
plus side, the 35d cars are usually always very 
well spec'd, well-looked-after and have covered 
low mileages. 

If you want some added security when 
buying then a BMW Approved Used X3 starts at 
£19,000 for a 20d SE with less than 40,000 
miles, and that will come with a warranty. A 30d 
starts at £24,000 and there are plenty around. 





Bodywork 

Aside from ensuring there aren't any obvious signs 
of crash damage (such as uneven panel gaps or 
mismatched colours) then there should only be a 
couple of smaller things to look out for. Check all of 
the badges and emblems on the car are in good 
condition, as the lacquer has been known to 
corrode prematurely. It's not a huge deal and it's 
easily rectified with replacements but it can let the 


car down. Panoramic sunroofs were a fairly 
common option but they have been known to 
make an annoying creaking noise when on the 
move, particularly in cold weather. It's due to the 
plastics, so listen out on the test-drive and be 
prepared to fit some strategically placed Velcro if 
needs be as other owners have found this can 
solve the issue! 


Wheels, tyres and brakes 

Be careful of any car that isn't wearing exactly the 
correct size of wheels and tyres. The wrong-sized 
winter tyres, aftermarket wheel packages or a set of 
wheels designed for another BMW model tend to 
upset the xDrive system and puts the car into limp 
mode, claiming a DSC and xDrive malfunction has 
taken place. This is not usually the case and can be 
easily cured simply by reverting back to the correct 
sizes. Other than that, inspect the wheels for signs of 
lacquer corrosion, including the centre badges. 
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However, smaller issues do arise and it's important 
to know that if they do, the car may, confusingly, 
give the impression it is drivetrain-related. Virtually 
any engine issue causes the 'Drivetrain Malfunction 
Error' message to appear on the iDrive screen. If this 
does come up just let a garage diagnose the 


problem through the fault codes. Common causes 
for the message range from faulty fuel injectors to 
oxygen sensors and even Vanos problems, but most 
likely is a failing battery. If the battery is dying it will 
cause all kinds of issues and other error messages 
will appear, so don't necessarily fear the worst. 


Engine 


None of the engines suffer from serious or 
common faults, although the N47 four-cylinder was 
known for timing chain failures early in its life. This 
appears to have been cured by the time the F25 
arrived. Similarly, the six-cylinder units were proven 
to be reliable at this late stage in their lives. 
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Transmission and drivetrain 

This section is closely related to the 'Engine' section, as the 
dreaded 'Drivetrain Malfunction Error' warning nnessage will 
illunninate for virtually any problenn on the car. It's rarely 
due to a genuine fault with the xDrive systenn itself, but the 
odd issue has been known. Again, get the fault codes 
checked out properly by a good garage to be sure. Also be 
aware that it could be related to incorrect wheels and tyres. 

On another note, if the automatic gearbox does display 
some odd or jerky shifting patterns, particularly on low 
speed downshifts, it could be down to the throttle 
calibrations. Reset them by turning the ignition on, pressing 
the accelerator to the floor for ten seconds, then pressing 
the 'Start' button to turn off the power with your foot still 
fully down on the accelerator. You can then remove your 
foot, wait a few minutes and take the car for a drive. If the 
problem persists and gets worse then see a dealer as the 
torque converter or control unit could be at fault. 
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Steering and suspension 

There was an issue with steering racks 
completely failing for certain cars built between 
April 201 1 and June 201 1 . It caused a recall in 
America, but it didn't warrant a one in the UK. It's 
most likely that any cars affected will have come 
to light by now but failures have still been known 
later on. You will know if it's failing as an error 
message will appear that will usually go if you 
turn the engine off. 

A low level clicking or clunking noise from the 
front end when steering at very low speeds or 
going over large bumps is an issue that has 
affected some cars. A new steering rack often 
seems to solve it as these were apparently 
redesigned during production. For a few 
troublesome cars the noise doesn't seem to go 
away, although it doesn't get any worse, so listen 
out on the test-drive. 




Interior 

Build quality is generally pretty good but sadly, like 
the bodywork, it can be let down by the finish of 
the smaller items of trim. Some owners have 
reported peeling or flaking trim finishers, which 
again are easily replaced but annoying, so inspect 
them carefully. Other than that, iDrive related 
issues are something to check on a test-drive, 
ranging from a Bluetooth system that won't pair 
up with your phone to sat nav instructions going 


haywire or a reversing camera that stops working. 
A vast majority of these issues can be cured with a 
good old software update but make sure you test 
as many functions as possible. A more serious 
issue is if the instrument clusters fail. It's an 
expensive fix when out-of-warranty so check 
everything looks to be working as it should. Last of 
all, check the boot area for signs of moisture as 
the weather seals have been known to leak. 



MAY 2015 87 



Verdict 1 


■ne F25 is arguably one of BMW's finest cars of the nnonnent. It 
offers a connbination of looks, performance, practicality and 
specification that is hard to beat. Being a current model it also 
offers a slice of modern BMW motoring at a fraction of the cost. 
With sound examples going for less than £20,000 with all the 
equipment you could ever want, it's hard to ignore. Serious 
issues are virtually non-existent, although these are still 
relatively new cars so any issues that do have to be dealt with 
out-of-warranty are going to be expensive. For that reason, it's 
always better to choose a car with some kind of guarantee or 
consider adding a warranty policy just to be on the safe side. 
There's nothing else out there that can offer what the X3 can 
quite so well. 




F25 X3 

sDrivelSd 

sDrivelSd LCI 

xDrive20d 

xDrive20d LCI 

xDrive30d 

xDriveSSd 

ENGINE: Four-q^linder, 
turbocharged 

ENGINE: Four-cylinder, 
turbocharged 

ENGINE: Four-cylinder, 
turbocharged 

ENGINE: Four-cylinder, 
turbocharged 

ENGINE: Straight-six, 
turbocharged 

ENGINE: Straight-six, 
twin-turbo 

CAPACITY: 1995cc 

CAPACITY: 1995cc 

CAPACITY: 1995cc 

CAPACITY: 1995cc 

CAPACITY: 2993cc 

CAPACITY: 2993cc 

MAX POWER: 143hp 

MAX TORQUE: 233lb ft 

MAX POWER: 150hp 

MAX TORQUE: 265lb ft 

MAX POWER: 184hp 

MAX TORQUE: 280lb ft 

MAX POWER: 190hp 

MAX TORQUE: 295lb ft 

MAX POWER: 258hp 

MAX TORQUE: 4131b ft 

MAX POWER:313hp 

MAX TORQUE: 464lb ft 

0-62MPH: 9.9 seconds (1 0.3) 

0-62MPH: 9.5 seconds (9.8) 

0-62MPH: 8.5 seconds 

0-62MPH:8.1 seconds 

0-62MPH: 6.2 seconds (5.9) 

0-62MPH: 5.9 seconds (5.3) 

TOP SPEED: 121 mph (121) 

TOP SPEED: 121 MPH 

TOP SPEED: 144mph (140) 

TOP SPEED: 131 mph 

TOP SPEED: 130mph (144) 

TOP SPEED: 149mph (152) 

ECONOMY: 55.4mpg (52.3) 
EMISSIONS: 135g/km (142) 

ECONOMY: 56.5mpg (55.4) 
EMISSIONS: 131g/km (133) 

ECONOMY: 50.4mpg 
EMISSIONS: 149g/km (147) 

ECONOMY: 52.3mpg (54.3) 
EMISSIONS: 143g/km (138) 

ECONOMY: 47.1 mpg (47.9) 
EMISSIONS: 159g/km (156) 

ECONOMY: 46.3mpg (47.1) 

EMISSIONS: 162G/KM (157) 

PRICE NEW: £28,580 

PRICE NEW: £30,995 

PRICE NEW: £30,490 

PRICE NEW: £27,935 

PRICE NEW: £37,600 

PRICE NEW: £40,205 

Figures in brackets for automatic 

Figures in brackets for automatic 

Figures in brackets for automatic 

Figures in brackets for automatic 

Figures in brackets for LCI 

Figures in brackets for LCI 
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BMW and German 
Car Specialists 

FULLY EQUIPPED WORKSHOP STAFFED 
BY BMW MASTER TECHNICIANS 
ALL MODELS SERVICED AND REPAIRED 
FULL DIAGNOSTIC AND CODING CAPABILITIES 
AIR CON SYSTEMS RECHARGED 
ELECTRONIC WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

HIGHAMS PARK MOTOR COMPANY 

35-39 WINCHESTER ROAD 
HIGHAMS PARK, LONDON E4 9LH 

020 8523 3443 

THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE TO A MAIN DEALER 



Find us on ^ 


• Scheduled Servicing & 

Condition Based Servicing 

• Diagnosis and Electrical 
/Mechanical Fault Finding 

• ECU Programming & Coding 
using Autologic Diagriostics 

• Performance Chip-Tuning 
and Re-mapping 

• Brakes, Clutches, Tyres, 

^ ^ Exhausts & Suspension 

Call us on 01322 294404 for servicing & repair quotes 

w.vjv.crag -auiorepairs.CG.uk 

Unit i1 Riverside Industrial Estate, Riverside Way, Dartford, Kent DAI 5BS 


_ Air Con. system diagnosis 
and repairs ^ 

• All Engine and Transmission 
Repairs 

• Convertible Roof & Sun Roof 
Faults 

'# 

• Brake Fluid & Coolant 
changes 

• FREE Courtesy Car or Local ^ 
Collection and Delivery 



LOW PRICES • FAST FITTING 




www.tyrecity.co.uk 


> Great Deals... 


2^ BMW Fitments 

ayp Performance, 4x4 and Economy tyres, ^ 
plusEM/Approved ‘OE’ Fitment tyres 
I I all at the very best OfAc/m. ^ , 


1 TYRES 1 WHEELS 1 ALIGNMENT 1 BRAKES > SERVICING > EXHAUSTS 1 MOT’S 


EDGWARE 

LUTON 

COULSDON 

GUILDFORD 


0208 952 8088 
01582 561 389 
0208 645 2700 
01483 533 584 


BROMSGROVE 01527 878 460 
REDDITCH 01527 528 090 
LICHFIELD 01543 253 675 
HALESOWEN 0121 5595 093 


02476 220 731 
02476 457 118 
01902 313 393 
01562 829 753 


COVENTRY Foleshill Rd 
COVENTRY Humber Rd 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
KIDDERMINSTER 




We can offer a prompt delivery service or we can 
fit them for free if you come to us 


Call us on 01323 647222 or 07909 900222 


Specialising in alloy wheels^ we stock over 80 different types 
of origioai equipment including genuine BM wheels, BBS, 
AC Schnitzer, Alpina and aftermarket styles!! 


To view our full, current stock visit our website 
which is continually updated 



FurnitureClinic 


LEATHER CARE & 
REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

Manufacturers of a unique range of leather cleaning, 
repair & restoration products. 


« SCUFFS, SCRATCHES, RIPS, TEARS & BURNS 
• COMPiETE RESTORATION OR COLOUR CHANGE 
• CLASSIC & MODERN CARS 

• DIY CLEANING, REPAIRS RESTORATION KITS AVAILABLE 

Brandies nationwide offering a full leather restora^on service. Bead colour 
matches avaibble using advanced colour lechnolagy or from one of 10,000-^ 
^ colours in aur colour computer dotabase. 


Head Office: lurnifure Clinic, Unit 10, Hobson Industrial Estate, 
Burnopfield, Newcastle Upon Tyne, HE 16 6EA 
tel: 0844 879 3691 fdx: 01207 270 940 
email; etM|uifles@fuitirturedinic.co.uh web; www.fumituredinic.<9.uk 
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The 1 35i receives some more shiny bits in the quest for 
more horsepower, the Alpina has a serious dose of TLC 
and there’s a new track car in the building, too 


E82135i 

Well, my luck with the car finally came 
to an end. With the intercooler fitted 
last month it instantly felt more 
responsive and, keen to see just how 
much difference it had made, I then 
went off into the sunset for a spirited 
drive. Then came the first sign of 
problems as the clutch started to slip. 
At first, only in sixth gear in the higher 
boost setting, but over the space of a 
week it began slipping in fourth gear 
on low boost as it got much worse. 

So, the search began for a 
replacement clutch and although the 
standard item had done pretty well so 
far, I decided to take the opportunity 
to uprate it. However, this would pose 
a problem as, from experience, 
uprated clutches rarely give a standard 
pedal feel or engagement. Whilst this 
would be fine for most cars I was 


more concerned as this is my daily 
driver, in which I cover over 1000 
miles a month. 

My first port of call was to look at 
the options available. Several US- 
based companies offered suitable 
packages but immediately I was drawn 
to a name I knew well: Clutchmasters. 

I had used the company before for a 
previous project car and was 
impressed with the fitment and feel. 
Because of this I ventured onto its 
website (www.clutchmasters.com) and 
after viewing the 14 options the 
company offered for my car and 
becoming ever so slightly 
overwhelmed by the choice, I 
promptly sent the company an email 
asking for some advice! I soon got a 
friendly reply asking what the car 
would be used for, the expected 


power level and what kind of pedal 
feel I wanted. After explaining my 
requirements I was advised to choose 
the FX350 kit. 

Rated to nearly 600lb ft of torque, 
this kit featured a heavy-duty pressure 
plate that was suitable for a dual-mass 
flywheel. As it's not a full paddle clutch 
(these are offered), the pedal feel 
should be similar to standard. I did 
consider going for a single-mass 
flywheel conversion but decided 
against it as I'm told they are a little 
noisier, which is not ideal for a daily 
driver. At a touch over £600 for the 
clutch, the price is competitive, too, 
considering the other options on the 
market and I know I'm getting 
something that works well. Postage 
was only £60 and the dreaded import 
tax worked out at another £168, but 


the one saving grace is that fitting will 
be cheap. 

After placing my order the kit 
arrived quickly, but due to deadlines 
I've only just had time to open the 
box and have a sneak peak. It looks 
well made and seems to come with 
everything needed, but I'll inspect the 
kit properly and take some pictures 
before it gets fitted. The car is now 
booked in for fitting in two weeks 
time, so I've also ordered a new dual- 
mass flywheel to go with the clutch. 
After looking around, Euro Car Parts 
turned out to be cheapest for a 
genuine LUK replacment, but it had to 
be specially ordered. 

In other news, the packages I 
ordered from VRSF arrived this month, 
which meant I could finally inspect 
them properly. It's always a little nerve 
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wracking ordering bits from a website 
as, despite the pictures, it's hard to 
gauge the quality until you see them 
first-hand. But I needn't have worried. 
When they arrived it was immediately 
clear that the quality was excellent. 

The downpipes are designed to fit 
straight onto each of the turbos and 
then meet the original exhaust system 
to allow a freer-flow with less 
restriction. These should notably 
increase power but, perhaps more 
importantly, throttle response should 
also improve. Constructed from 
stainless steel, the pipes are three- 
inches in diameter and feature lambda 
sensor bosses so the four original 
sensors can be refitted. By appearance 
alone, the pipes certainly seem well 
made. Their design and construction is 
impressive, the welds are neat and 


consistent throughout and the general 
feel and finish is superb. They are also 
supplied with replacement gaskets and 
new bolts as part of the package. 

The chargepipe, which connects the 
intercooler to the throttle body is 
made from alloy, so it's light but 
stronger than the original plastic 
version that can fail with increased 
boost pressures. It features a beautiful 
billet machined throttle body coupling 
and the correct double-take offs for 
the uprated Forge diverter valves, 
which will all be fitted together next 
month. There are other options 
available to suit single aftermarket 
blow-off valves, too. Again, the feel 
and finish is excellent and the crackle 
black powdercoating suits the subtle 
style of the engine bay. It comes with 
a silicone coupler and all fixtures and 


fittings required. There's also a boss 
welded in place for meth injection, 
which is a way of increasing power 
further, if I ever fancied going that way 
in the future! As well as being 
stronger, the pipe is also said to 
further improve initial throttle response 
and it comes with a lifetime warranty. 

Considering VRSF's competitive 
pricing structure makes it one of the 
cheapest options on the market, I 
have to say the parts certainly look the 
part. The downpipes worked out at 
£368 and the chargepipe was £225, 
both delivered. The proof will be when 
they are fitted, which will be next 
month as my mechanic has suggested 
doing the downpipes at the came 
time as the clutch. Considering these 
are supposed to be quite a tricky job, 
he must be gluten for punishment! 


So next month, the car should be 
back to good health with a clutch that 
doesn't slip anymore and the last 
couple of bits needed before the car 
can go on the dyno for a power run. 

Simon Holmes 



E82 135i 


YEAR: 2007 

MILEAGE THIS MONTH: 1222 
TOTAL MILEAGE: 74,442 
MFC THIS MONTH: 29.1 
COST THIS MONTH: £1270 
(clutch £830, flywheel £440) 
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Alpina B9 


I've made a few attempts at writing 
the 'hit list' I promised you in last 
month's introduction to the B9, but 
each time I review it the list looks 
unfair and makes the car sound like a 
ground-up restoration project. Whilst 
there is certainly work that needs to 
be done, it's far from that. 

I promised you a list, though, so 
here it is: the OSR arch and bootlid 
need some attention (rust); the boot 
slam panel lets water in; the boot 
floor needs treating for surface rust; 
the NSR quarter has a crease in it; the 
NSF wing has a curious scratch/mark; 
the front cow catcher spoiler has 
various nibbles and bites taken out of 
it; the rear rubber spoiler is sort of 
peeling and there are a few isolated 
areas of rust bubbling to deal with; the 
driver's seat has a cigarette burn in it; 
the gear-lever gaiter is shot to pieces; 
the interior looks like a dog has slept 
in it; the ashtray is broken; the engine 
bay needs a thorough deep clean; the 
rain gutters are absolutely filthy; the 
wheels need refurbishing; and the car 
has the oh-so-common classic BMW 
trait that is the 50mph wheel wobble. 

Clearly some of the list can be 
tackled by the enthusiastic DIY owner 
and I am more than happy to roll my 
sleeves up and get my hands dirty. 
Some of the other items, though, will 
require specialist knowledge and skills 


that I don't possess. 

The DIY list, though, requires space 
to work on and around the car, so I'll 
say this quickly. I've sold the 6 Series. 
There, I said it! It was a sad moment 
but the reality is between the Alpina, 
the 6 Series, a big motorbike, three 
cycles and all the other usual garage 
detritus there was hardly an inch to 
spare. As you can see I'm totally 
committed to refurbishing the B9. 

So, moving on, as you can see 
from the garage picture I now have 
the space to tackle some of the DIY 
jobs. The gear lever gaiter was an easy 
one because it's literally a plug 'n' play 
part. Unfortunately I haven't managed 
to find a good enough secondhand 
OEM item yet so I purchased a leather 
example off a well-known internet 
auction site for £7. It has a different 
surface texture to the BMW item (the 
BMW item isn't actually leather) but it 
certainly lifts the interior. Whilst I was 
dealing with the gaiter it made sense 
to clean the gear knob itself. Not to 
put too fine a point on it, it needed a 
good clean. As you can see from the 
pictures it turned a matt finish after 
the clean but several coats of linseed 
oil later and it looks great again. 

Next up was a clean of the main 
interior compartment. My better half 
refused to sit in the car until it passed 
her cleanliness test which resulted in 
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her setting upon the car like a wonnan 
possessed. A few hours later and I 
hardly recognised it. If only she had 
similar OCD tendencies towards 
paintwork cleanliness I would never 
have to wax the car again! 

The more technical element of 
tackling the infamous 50mph wheel 
wobble fell to Steve, the former 
owner. Steve knows the car inside out 
and is an extremely handy chap. It 
turned out that a couple of the 
control arms and brake reaction 
bushes were past their best. It made 
sense to replace them all at the same 
time with quality items as I think 
budget parts are a false economy in 
these instances. That did mean that 
the parts came to more than I was 
expecting (around £400) but the 
equivalent BMW price was nearly 
£1000 so I should be thankful for 
small mercies. 

Two hours later and they were 
fitted and the wheel wobble had 
disappeared. When Steve isn't playing 
drums for his band (facebook.com/ 
Skuaband or @Skuaband on Twitter) 
he's setting up his new business 
(specialising in BMWs) so give him a 
shout on autoslave@hotmail.co.uk if 
you have a car that needs a cost 
effective repair doing. 

The last job this month has been 
to sort out the numberplate. The 
previous owner had the car registered 
from new as RIJ 5351 (aka 535i). 
Whilst it's a great looking plate I 
wanted the B9 to proudly display an 
age-related Y-suffix plate, so I wrote to 


the DVLA to see what could be done. 
You can only imagine the smile on 
my face when the paperwork came 
back confirming the car was now re- 
registered as HEX 991 Y. I couldn't buy 
the new numberplates fast enough. 
The car now wears its age with pride. 

It does mean I now have the car's 
original numberplate on retention so 
if you have a BMW 535i and fancy 
treating it to a new plate please get in 
touch, as it would be great to see it 
continue on a reader's car. 

Fitting the new plates unearthed 
some caked-on dirt beneath the old 
plates (see pic). It took over 30 
minutes of graft to get it shifted but I 
just couldn't put the new plates on 
until I knew the paintwork was clean. 

Next month the under bonnet 
areas will get a similarly good going 
over and I will see if I can find a 
wheel refurbisher I trust. 

Elliott Stiling 



E28 Alpina B9 

YEAR: 1983 

MILEAGE THIS MONTH: 402 
TOTAL MILEAGE: 137,197 
MPG THIS MONTH: Still no idea! 

COST THIS MONTH: £476 
(suspension arms and labour), £7 
(leather gaiter), £34 (numberplates) 




F10 M5 


After last month's fun, a more normal 
time was had by the M5 this month. 
The car has been back to BMW 
Swindon to have the gearbox weep 
fixed and the summer tyres put back 
on. The oil leak from the gearbox was 
traced to the main seals. These have 
been replaced under warranty. The 
work was completed on time during a 
day trip and I was supplied with a 
courtesy car. The XI auto is not my 
cup of tea but transported me around 
adequately for a day. Typically the day 
after I had the summer tyres put back 
on, my morning commute was on 
sub-zero frost-covered roads. While 
the summer tyres are quite a bit more 
slippery in low temperatures, they 
quickly provide more grip than the 
winters once up to a reasonable 
temperature. The first few miles on a 
cold day can be quite interesting 
though. Although the traction control 
remains firmly on, quite a bit of 
sideways action was seen. Maybe the 
traction control needs a bit of time to 
recalibrate to the summer tyres, like 
the driver. 

Following on from the software 
update last month, there have not 
been anymore gremlins in the audio 
department. I am hopeful that this fix 
will be permanent. On a more 
irritating note, I noticed a couple of 
scratches in the middle of the rear 
bumper. I think I have been the victim 
of a car park bashing. The size and 
shape of the scratch looks like a 
wheelie bag has scraped past it. I also 
noticed that the shut line on the 


bonnet looks a little more open than 
before. At first I wondered if I hadn't 
shut the bonnet properly but 
investigation shows that it is closed 
and securely latched. I have looked 
around the bumper and can't find any 
signs that it has been hit but it 
definitely looks different. Further 
investigation will be carried out. 

At the end of the month, the TPMS 
popped up to say I had a right rear 
puncture. The display clearly showed 
the pressure was down by around 
0.5bar since the night before. As I had 
just left home, I returned and 
removed the wheel to investigate. I 
checked all over the tyre but could 
find nothing more troubling than a 
few small pieces of flint. I was 
expecting a nail, or some other 
detritus that could cause a slow 
puncture, but nothing. I reinflated the 
tyre and, to date, all looks to be fine. 
Phew! After last month's wallet- 
bashing, replacing a nearly new rear 
tyre was not what I needed. 

David Ingram-Hill 
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YEAR: 2012 

MILEAGE THIS MONTH: 1 1 77 
TOTAL MILEAGE: 44,928 
MPG THIS MONTH: 21.7 
COST THIS MONTH: Nil 
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E84 X1 sDrive20d 


First, I must apologise for the lack of 
XI content over the last couple of 
issues but I just don't seem to have 
had the time to put pen to paper, and 
on the rare occasion that I've actually 
thought about what to write I've 
realised that I really haven't had 
anything to say! 

The XI continues to provide solid 
service and it's been pounding the 
highways and byways in its 
dependable way. It did have a quick 
excursion into Cooper Sevenoaks for 
an MoT and a brake fluid change but 
other than that it's been a paragon of 
reliability. Touch wood. 

Like David Ingram-Hill and Mark 
Williams, I too have been contacted by 
BMW Assured Warranties recently to 
see if I wanted to extend the warranty 
now that I've owned the car for a year. 


since I purchased it from Specialist 
Cars in Tring. I wasn't sure whether to 
go for it or not but given that Matt 
Richardson's 520d Touring lunched its 
turbo and that, going back a few years, 
Dom Holtam's X3 did the same thing I 
decided I'd go for the peace of mind 
that renewing the warranty would 
bring. Even on my MINI Clubman the 
cost of extended warranty repairs was 
always more than the cost of the 
warranty so it does seem to make 
financial sense. Cue, 'they don't make 
'em like they used to' comments. 

I've opted for Comprehensive cover 
with no excess and BMW Emergency 
Service cover, too, which comes to 
£47 a month - certainly far less than 
a new turbo would be! 

I have also seen the inside of 
another BMW this month, although I'd 


prefer not to have become acquainted 
with the rear seat accommodation 
offered by an FI 0 5 Series on the 
hard shoulder of the M4. Yes, I'm 
afraid I got a little carried away when 
running late to see a client but 
fortunately it was only a fixed penalty 
as I think the officers could see I 
wasn't driving in a dangerous manner, 
just a smidgen (okay, it was more than 
a smidgen) over the speed limit. Must 
concentrate on the speedo a little 
more in the future. 

Lastly, I managed to persuade my 
youngest and oldest children to give 
the XI a bit of a spruce up as it was 
looking rather dirty after a few weeks 
without a wash. I generally run it down 
the road to our local hand car wash 
place but thought I might as well give 
the money to family and I must say 


they have done a pretty decent job. 
They even used two buckets which I 
believe is what you're meant to do in 
these situations according to the 
boss... God knows why, but it kept 
him happy! 

Patty Harper 



E84X1 sDrive20d 

YEAR: 201 1 

MILEAGE THIS MONTH: 3796 
TOTAL MILEAGE: 40,855 
MPG THIS MONTH: 38.6 
COST THIS MONTH: £200 
(MoT, brake fluid, speeding fine) 


F20 1 1 8d Sport 

I'm sorry to report that I haven't done 
anything interesting with the 1 Series 
this month. I've driven it around and, 
well, that's pretty much it I'm afraid. I 
haven't even got round to fixing the 
rear wiper. 

I had contemplated swapping over 
to summer wheels but it's been pretty 
flipping cold recently so I'm glad I 
didn't. I have started to wonder if 
perhaps an all-season tyre might be 
something worth trying - I don't mind 
swapping my wheels over twice a 
year, but to have two sets of wheels 
isn't a practical option for many 
people and then there's the additional 
cost of having to buy another set of 
tyres. Michelin recently announced its 
new CrossClimate tyre, which sounds 
seriously impressive and it sounds like 


it's a real step forward from previous 
all-season tyres and works really well 
in all conditions without really having 
to offer any compromises. I call it 
witchcraft but it really does sound like 
one (rubber) ring to rule them all. 

Elizabeth de Latour 



F20118d Sport 

YEAR: 2013 

MILEAGE THIS MONTH: 842 
TOTAL MILEAGE: 14,704 
MPG THIS MONTH: 49 
COST THIS MONTH: Nil 
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F30 320d Sport 


Another 'Service' visit is soon needed 
for KP12 in order to replace the brake 
fluid and also to take up North 
Oxford's offer of a free pre-warranty 
expiration check before the standard 
three-year coverage expires towards 
the end of April. Anything which is, or 
can be, warranty-related will be 
rectified, so it makes sense to get it in 
and checked over. They'll do the MoT, 
too, which I'd totally forgotten about. 
And I've had a letter through the post 
from BMW with regards to extended 
warranty options. We're planning on 
keeping the car for another 12 months 
or so, so will probably take up the 
offer of £470 a year (with a £100 
excess) for Comprehensive coverage 
which also includes Emergency 
Service (which is basically breakdown 
cover, recovery to the nearest dealer 
and a hire car should it be needed). 

It's possible to get the premium down 
to £380 per year with a £250 excess, 
but we'll opt for the former. It's even 
possible to get the cost down to just 
over £300 if you forego Emergency 
Service but then one would have to 
ask the question as to why bother in 


the first place. Interestingly, the price 
shown on the letter for a (one 
assumes typical?) 50k-mile Three 
Series is the same price I've been 
quoted for my 39k example... 

In terms of warranty coverage with 
the Comprehensive option, the only 
notable exceptions in the policy 
handbook are: clutch facings and 
auxiliary drive belts, as I suppose 
there's a chance that KP12 may need 
a new clutch in the next 15k miles or 
so; door handles (as the door handles 
on previous older BMWs have come 
off in my hand on occasion); and 
coolant hoses, the latter of which we 
all know are a notorious BMW weak 
spot. Otherwise, and apart from the 
battery and brakes, lights, exhaust etc 
(usual consumables), any mechanical 
or electrical part fitted at the factory is 
covered. There are further wear-and- 
tear exceptions to this, of course, as is 
normal but the warranty handbook 
doesn't go into specifics so one 
expects a discussion would take place 
with the dealer in the event of a claim 
on the water pump, for example, 
because there's no way I'd agree to 


pay for a replacement on a near four- 
year-old car should it go pop next year. 
So I'll get that all that organised over 
the next few weeks. 

I actually washed and polished the 
car myself this month, too, the latter 
due to the realisation that the paint 
was looking a little flat. Once 
complete, I was again reminded of the 
vibrancy of Melbourne red, which is 
best in strong sunlight, taking on an 
orange tint from some angles. 
Combined with the 19s and privacy 
glass in the rear windows, plus the 
xenons which add dynamism to the 
front, it really sets the car off a treat. 

It's true what you hear said about 
freshly cleaned and polished cars; they 
feel 'new' and you start to appreciate 
them in a different light, glancing back 
when you park it or taking one last 
look through the curtains as dusk 
descends of an evening. I even had a 
few appreciative looks from people in 
local car parks. Although I'll still sell it 
next year mind... 

An absence of longer distance trips 
this month and reduced mileage due 
to being out of action for two weeks 


after a minor hospital operation (in 
and out in a day but, good grief, the 
tedium of having to lay on the couch 
for over ten days nearly drove me to 
distraction) has done nothing for the 
economy and I think just over 43mpg 
is the worst I've ever recorded with 
this car. It's still pretty good but unless 
it's markedly improved next month I'll 
have to start asking some questions at 
the dealer and putting that extended 
warranty to the test. 

Mark Williams 



F30 320d Sport 

YEAR: 2012 


IVIILEACE THIS MONTH: 572 
TOTAL MILEAGE: 39,071 
MPG THIS MONTH: 43.2 
COST THIS MONTH: £340 
(tyres - which was actually 
a forgotten cost for last month) 
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E24 M635CSi 


After the short month of February 
where the Six really didn't get much 
exercise I was determined to give it a 
good run this month to blow the 
cobwebs away and to keep everything 
running smoothly. A photoshoot up 
near Warwick seemed to be the 
perfect opportunity to stretch its legs 
and even if it wasn't the perfect 
photographic support car, I couldn't 
see any reason why it couldn't cope 
with the journey. Plus there was the 
opportunity to get some Longtermers 
shots in the bag... they're always so 
much better when taken by a proper 
photographer after all! 

The M88 'six was a little slow to 
turn over on the morning of the shoot 
but it did fire-up and ran cleanly after a 
couple of blips on the throttle (that I'm 
sure my neighbours appreciated, so 
much better than a traditional alarm 
clock) and I pootled off in the direction 
of Wandsworth to pick up snapper 
Smithy. It was a pleasant surprise when 


all his kit fitted into the boot without 
too much head scratching, but not as 
pleasant as the lycra-clad cycle courier 
in Brixton shouting "nice Six" as he 
hurtled past when I was stuck in traffic. 

The run up the motorway was fairly 
undemanding, the M6 settling into a 
gentle lope and remarkably returning 
almost 30mpg according to the OBC, 
which was far more palatable than the 
12mpg it was suggesting around town. 
The only thing we did notice was that 
at 65mph we were getting a nice 
stream of warm air coming from the 
heater but as soon as you exceeded 
that speed the nice warm glow was 
replaced by an icy blast, and no 
amount of twiddling with the heater 
knob made any difference. I'll have this 
looked at when it goes into BM Sport 
for the fan blower motor but a quick 
trawl of the internet suggests it's a 
faulty heater valve. 

Once off the motorway we found 
plenty of fast A- and B-roads for the Six 


to blast around and, provided the 
surface was pretty smooth, it really is 
an entertaining companion. Less 
smooth Tarmac does tend to show up 
that its suspension design is pretty 
rudimentary but, all in all, I had an 
absolute blast punting it around for 
photography and even Smithy got into 
the groove reckoning it looked like I 
was really enjoying myself. 

There was one other thing I noticed 
when we were doing some cornering 
photography and that was the amount 
of lean you get with an older car's 
suspension setup - one gets used to 
overly-stiff modern machinery and to 
see the Six leant over so far that the 
front mud-flaps drag on the ground 
was a little unsettling! If I ever get 
round to having the bodywork properly 
assessed then I think I'll have them 
removed as I don't like the way they 
look and the scraping sound they were 
making was most unnerving. I will also 
have a look back through the car's 


history to see what shock absorbers 
were fitted (it has definitely had a set 
recently) as it's quite possible that 
they're a little too soft. 

It was a most enjoyable trip in the 
car, though, and the amount of looks 
and thumbs-up it receives from other 
road users is most gratifying and part 
of this must be down to how few of 
them you see on the roads these days. 

Bob Harper 



E24 M635CSi 

YEAR: 1 988 

MILEAGE THIS MONTH: 376 
TOTAL MILEAGE: 161,864 
MPG THIS MONTH: 24.2 
TOTAL COST: Nil 
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The Everett Fleet 


Joy of joys - the green E36 3 1 8i 
Touring sailed through an MoT last 
nnonth. I tend not to bother with 
pre-MoT checks as I know when 
something feels odd and I service 
them quite regularly, having the 
wheels off for a look at the brakes and 
stuff like that. When the car arrived 
last August it needed front shocks, 
discs and pads on the front and the 
handbrake adjusting and as it ran well 
enough, there was a fair chance it 
would be okay. 

And indeed it was, getting a pass 
certificate on the first try - even the 
headlights were aligned correctly and 
the brakes were perfectly balanced. 

But I did get an advisory on a 
perished offside front brake hose so 
feeling brave, I got a new one from 
Andrew Page Ltd on the way home 
and went to fit it the next day. 

And of course, there was just no 
way the brake pipe union was going 
to undo. Despite dousing it with 
WD40 the day before and carefully 
wriggling it with the brake pipe 
spanner, it eventually snapped like a 
carrot leaving me with no brakes - 
terrific. On the E36, the front metal 
brake pipe goes through the inner 
wing, behind the engine with some 
spectacularly well designed clips that 


can only really be undone with the 
engine removed, under the battery 
and into the ABS block. With crossed 
fingers and sheer good luck. I undid 
the right one from the ABS block, 
prised the pipe from the stupid clips 
and wrestled the old pipe out. A local 
factors made up a new copper pipe 
for about a tenner and this was fitted 
and the brakes bled in no time. The 
rear metal pipes are a little bit rusty 
but they're cleaned and greased for 
now - replacing these is a fuel tank 
out swearfest that I'm about to 
undertake on the blue 318iS. At least 
I'm replacing all the hoses on that 
one. The Touring will need this fun 
task undertaking before the winter 
though and again, you need to do the 
whole lot with all four flex pipes. 
Anything less is a waste of time. 

Finally on the green Touring, the 
heater fan. This has been intermittent 
for ages and some days it just won't 
work at all. Swapping a known good 
control unit in didn't fix it, and neither 
did a heater resistor. So I bit the bullet, 
removed the underbonnet cowlings 
and gave it a few shots of both WD40 
and contact cleaner - with that, the 
motor sprang into life once prodded... 
fingers crossed! 

Andy Everett 
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E36 31 8iS Track Car Project 


I have to admit, I've not done a track 
day for about two years now. It was 
one of the things I really enjoyed in 
life, me and my trusty 318Ti Compact 
buzzing round circuits at a decent rate 
of knots. Not that it was ever a proper 
track car - EBC pads, Eibach springs 
and occasionally some proper tyres as 
well. But it was all good harmless fun. 
However, buying another house and 
taking on more work put an end to it. 
The Compact was stripped and given 
a full restoration, so no more track 
days in it. I scanned eBay for suitable 
E36s but nothing turned up locally 
and I'm not driving 150 miles to look 
at a wreck. 

But this 318iS Coupe popped up 
on eBay not once but twice. The first 
time it was sold to the inevitable 
timewaster and so was re-listed. The 
starting bid was £100 with 'a knock' 
from the engine and I could see a 
rust scab on the driver's front arch. I 
have another engine, so I chucked a 
£100 bid on and forgot all about it. 
Then an email pinged through saying 
I'd won. Bugger. Oh well, it's £100 
and it's got black leather, so what's 
the worst that could happen? 

So one cold but dry Yorkshire night 
in February I got on the train at 
Sheffield station with trade plates and 
emergency supplies and arrived at 
Pontefract about 50 minutes later. The 
owner was waiting, so off we went 
back to his place to pay for this prize 
specimen. It didn't look bad from 
what I could see in the dark - clean 


rear arches, very good inside and... 

BY CHRIST, THAT NOISE! The 'knock' 
was about four loud knocks all in one 
package and it was obvious that 
nursing it 50 miles home was a non- 
starter. So I got as far as three miles 
to an excellent pub in Durrington and 
waited an extraordinary five hours for 
the AA to arrive. Having left home at 
5.30pm to arrive home at 4.30am 
was no joke but at least in the pub I 
was able to enjoy a decent beer and 
burger with chips. 

Once home and recovered, I 
ventured over to the workshop to 
have a better look at it the next day. It 
is indeed a decent sound base for a 
track car. Yes, the engine is knackered 
but the head has already been sold. 
The leather is worth £100 of anyone's 
money. And it has a Jetex stainless 
rear exhaust section - the middle and 
rear boxes. The suspension and 
brakes are all rubbish and fit only for 
the skip. The tyres are horrid and the 
engine bay resembles that U-boat that 
was recently rediscovered in the 
Thames Estuary. I have never seen 
such a disgusting under-bonnet scene 
in all my life although it's nothing a 
pressure washer and some Gunk 
can't put right though. 

Finished in Montreal blue, this 
318iS must have been a real honey 
back in 1994. Thankfully it's pre-EWS 
so there's no immobiliser nonsense 
to contend with but there is a sliding 
sunroof, a very heavy thing that will 
need to be removed. On the E36 it's 


a complete cassette type unit that 
bolts into the roof and so is very easy 
to remove. 

No time like the present - let's get 
stuck in. The boot trim in all its glory 
must weigh about 10kg as there's so 
much of it. It's all screws, 10mm 
plastic nuts and, as it's not going back 
in, you don't need to be too precious 
about it. I wasn't, and it filled the boot 
of my Merc nicely for a trip to the 
dump. The front seats unbolt with two 
16mm nuts and two 16mm bolts 
each. The fold-down rear seats unclip 
in the centre and the side bolts and 
seat base just unclip and pull out. The 
rear shelf, rear speakers, headlining 
and rear quarter trim panels all came 
out without a fight and are all bound 
for the tip, although I need to keep 
those rear quarter panels to go with 
the seats. 

Now, the carpet. I'm not sure 
whether to keep this as, along with 
front door trim panel, it helps to retain 
a degree of civilisation on long trips to 
circuits. So I made a compromise (for 
now) and with a Stanley knife in 
hand, sliced it in two in the area 
under the front seats, discarding the 
rear bit. I will remove the front bit as 
well to get all the sound deadening 
out and take a view on the whole 
carpet scenario later - it doesn't 
weigh enough to affect performance 
and makes the inside a more pleasant 
place to be and I'll be refitting the 
A-post trims as well. 

So, what's to be done? After 


spending a few hours pulling out 
interior trim, I bit the bullet the 
following day and pulled the engine 
out. Both engine mounts were 
knackered but the exhaust downpipe 
nuts came undone okay. The engine 
that is now in the car was also from a 
1994 car, non-EWS, and virtually 
complete. After swapping over the 
flywheel, clutch, gearbox, as well as a 
few other minor bits, the whole lot 
was heaved back in but not before 
replacing a couple of very rusty brake 
pipes and removing all the heavy 
sound deadening on the bulkhead 
and tunnel areas. With the engine in, 
along with a big capacity radiator, it 
fired-up and the M42 sounded sweet 
enough after it's two-year lay up. The 
original radiator was just a joke - I 
have never seen a rougher and more 
utterly ruined rad that actually held 
coolant. Needless to say, that went 
the same way as the engine: on the 
back of the scrap truck. After removing 
the cylinder head, I pulled the sump 
from the old engine out of morbid 
curiosity and found that whilst three 
big end shells were down to copper, 
the big end shells on number four 
were actually missing and the noise 
was the con rod against the crank 
pin - amazingly, the oil light still went 
out once started. 

Still, the car now runs and drives 
and is now a basis for the other 
things we have in store for it. Catch 
up next month! 

Andy Everett 
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As it arrived, a straight 
and standard 31 8iS, very 
tidy but ripe for what I’m 
going to do 


E36 318iS Hit List 


ENGINE: It needed one and it got 
one. I may well whip the front cover 
off and fit a new chain because I have 
one here. The clutch wasn't very old 
and the engine went in with just an 
oil and coolant change 
SUSPENSION: Bilstein dampers and 
coilovers. I have these in stock but the 
front coilovers need stripping and a 
good clean up - the springs are rusty 
and they look generally a bit ropey. 
E30 front wishbones, M3 eccentric 
rear bushes, new rear trailing arm 
bushes and a front strut brace. The 
later 'purple tag' E46 rack has a 
quicker ratio and is a direct swap - 
considering how cheap they are now. 
I'll probably fit a new one. Z3 racks 
are too expensive and too old now 
BRAKES: Standard stuff but new and 
not rusty old junk. The brake pipes 
and flex hoses are all dreadful so they 
all need changing - simple enough 
when you're doing it all and not trying 
to save some of it. Standard Pagid 
discs (vented fronts) but EBC 
Yellowstuff pads and DOT4 fluid. The 
callipers look rough but may well go 
again with a good clean up 
TRANSMISSION: Standard gearbox 
and clutch but a short-shift gear lever 
from eBay seller ShortshiftersUK. 

These are well worth having and are a 
mere £20.99. Standard diff and new 
oil in both the box and the diff 
WHEELS & TYRES: Two sets of 16-inch 
BBS cross-spokes - one with well 
treaded tyres and another with some 
very well worn Maxxis rubber that I've 
used before - well scrubbed! 

BODY & INTERIOR: Leave the body as 
it is but I have a Montreal blue M3 
front bumper to go on. The bumper 
bars can be extensively lightened and 
both the bonnet and boot can be 
lightened by cutting the frames out 
with an air saw. The interior is already 
out but there are a few kilos of stick- 
on sound deadening to chisel off 
before it can be painted inside. 
Remove the glovebox assembly, the 
passenger window winder mechanism 
and secure the door glass to save 
weight - perhaps I can make some 
Perspex rear side windows? Inside, a 
decent seat with a harness and a 
decent steering wheel... that's it! 
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E46 330d 

The fourth generation 3 Series still stands up well as a great second-hand buy and 
the 330d in saloon form offers a package like no other on the market 

Words: Simon Holmes 



1*449 MCF 




History 


The first true performance diesel version of the E46 
arrived in the UK back in early 2000. The 2926cc 
turbocharged M57 engine that powered it had 
already been fitted in the E39 5 Series, but in the 
smaller and lighter 3 Series body it formed an 
impressive package. With a potent 184hp and 
287lb ft of torque to match, performance translated 
to 62mph from rest in 7.8 seconds, whilst still 
managing to post a respectable 41 .5mpg average 
when connected to the five-speed manual gearbox. 
With the popular five-speed, Steptronic automatic 
option, performance and economy dropped to 8.2 
seconds and 35.3mpg, whilst top speed was 
141 mph for both transmissions. 


Prices started at £26,995 and standard 
specification was high. It included 17-inch wheels, 
electric windows front and back, air-con, rain 
sensor, on-board computer, cruise control, parking 
sensors and a multifunction steering wheel. The 
330d came in either SE or Sport trim levels, the 
latter of which gained 18-inch wheels, sports seats 
and suspension, an aero body kit and Alcantara 
interior with anthracite headlining. A leather interior, 
an electric sunroof and Bi-Xenon headlights were all 
options that were often selected. 

Halfway through 2001 the E46 was given a face- 
lift. It gained slightly sharper lines, different 
bumpers front and back, sleeker headlights and 


jewel-effect tail-lights. In 2003, the M57 engine 
received a makeover and came connected to a six- 
speed gearbox as standard, although the five-speed 
Steptronic remained. Capacity was now 2993cc 
and power jumped to 204hp and 302lb ft of 
torque, which translated to a significant 
improvement in performance as 62mph came in 
7.2 seconds and top speed was upped to 1 50mph. 
The automatic version benefited even further, as 
62mph arrived in 7.4 seconds with a 146mph top 
speed. Fuel consumption and emissions were 
marginally improved for both models. The 330d 
ran until the end of E46 production in 2004 when 
the fifth generation of 3 Series arrived to replace it. 


Why should you buy one? 

The introduction of the 330d marked an end of the 
dominance for large petrol powered models and the 
start of new wave diesel technology. Whilst the 330d 
might not posses the kind of blistering pace that a lot 
of new diesel models do, it's still a fast road car. But 
more importantly, the E46 can be considered the last 
of the mechanical age 3 Series models before 
electronics took an overwhelming stronghold. That 
alone makes it feel different and more fun to own 
and drive now. An E46 in good health is both 
engaging and rewarding, and the 330d incorporates 
that into a package virtually no other BMW is able to 
match. Whether you're planning on using the car as 
an everyday runabout or something different to enjoy 
the weekend in, the 330d ticks just about every box 
there is in the practical performance section. 
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What goes wrong? 

For a start, there's rust. Front wings are most likely 
to go first, so check along the lip of the arch for 
bubbling paint. New replacements are actually 
cheap to buy and relatively easy to fit, but the 
painting makes them more costly. Rust also affects 
the rear arches and sills but not quite as badly. 

The notorious swirl flap issue is the biggest 
problem to worry about when it comes to the 
engine. These flaps, located inside the inlet 
manifold, develop a tendency to fall into the 
engine, causing catastrophic failure. On early lower 
powered engines, swirl flaps were only fitted to 
automatic cars. Both the manual and automatic 
versions of the later, more powerful engine had 
swirl flaps but from mid-2004 the swirl flaps were 
revised to a stronger design. Any car likely to be 
affected should have these flaps removed and due 
to the popularity of the problem it's possible it's 
been done already, but look for proof in the 
paperwork or consider getting them changed 
yourself. If they do fail, you'll wish you had. 

Other issues to be aware of are failing oil 
separators, EGR valves, injectors, thermostats and 
air mass meters that cause irregular running or 
poor performance. Slightly more serious and 


Running costs 

Although in theory an E46 could be run on a shoe 
string, these cars are getting to the point where they 
will need looking after if you want it to stay reliable. 

So be sensible, and budget for monthly maintenance. 
Aside from that, these cars can be frugal on fuel. On 
a stable, long distance run it's possible to see mpg in 
the high 40s or above if you're really careful. Around 
town that will drop down into the 20s with relative 
ease but a steady amount of mixed driving should 
see an average into the 30s. 

When it comes to tax, there isn't much between 
the earlier or later engines and manual or automatic 
transmissions. Even with the 2001 crossover that saw 


expensive is a failing turbo, so listen out for 
excessive noise and look out for plumes of smoke. 
Last of all is the cooling system. As time goes by it 
tends to corrode, so check to make sure the car is 
not running hot or losing water. If it is, then the 
radiator, header tank, water pump and hoses are 
all possible candidates. 

On the plus side, the transmission side of things 
is strong, but gear changes for both manual and 
automatic can become notchy over time. This is 
usually cured, or at least massively improved, by 
simply changing the gearbox oil. Suspension wise, 
the E46 loves to eat a front control arm bush. You 
will know it needs one from a knocking noise over 
bumps or from a loose feeling through the front 
end at speed. An alignment check is needed after 
fitting the bushes, too. Trailing arm bushes are also 
known to wear, creating a similar knocking noise at 
the rear, but be vigilant, as the much more serious 
cracked rear subframe issue has been known on 
330d models that have endured a hard life. A 
strange whining sound from the steering is likely to 
be low power steering fluid. 

Last of all, faulty window regulators are 
common - slow operation shows it's about to go. 



cars taxed differently, prices didn't change much and 
as a general rule the manual models are £225 a year 
to tax whilst the automatics are £285. 


E46 330d: 2000-2003 


ENGINE: Six-qrlinder, turbo diesel, 2926cc 

MAX POWER: 184hp 

MAX TORQUE: 2671 b ft 

0-62MPH: 7.8 seconds (8.2) 

TOP SPEED: 141 mph 

ECONOMY: 41 .Smpg (55.5) 

EMISSIONS: 178g/km (215) 

Figures in Q for automatic transmission 


E46 330d: 2003-2004 


ENGINE: Six-qrlinder, turbo diesel, 2993cc 

MAX POWER: 204hp 

MAX TORQUE: 502lb ft 

0-62MPH: 7.2 seconds (7.4) 

TOP SPEED: ISOmph (146) 

ECONOMY: 42.8mpg (36.7) 

EMISSIONS: 177g/km (206) 

Figures in Q for automatic transmission 


Verdict 

With even the youngest E46s now ten years 
old, there is a fair amount to look out for so be 
aware of what you're buying and the common 
issues you will encounter. These cars have got 
to the point where the good ones shine 
through the crowd relatively easily, but there 
are plenty on the market, so choose which is 
best for you. The 330d isn't the most efficient 
model, but if you want economy, look at a 
320d instead. What the 330d loses in 
economy it makes up for in performance and 
that's the whole point of the car. It's a true 
performance saloon and the first of its kind to 
offer some kind of fuel-efficient practicality, too. 
For what you can pick one up for and what it 
offers in return, it's a car well worth a look 
even if you fancy one to have some short-term 
fun in. 



You can enter into 330d ownership for as little as 
£2000 but you will be getting a car in need of a little 
work with around the 150,000 miles on the clock. 
Sport models aren't too hard to find but manuals are 
rarer, with around double the amount of automatics 
out there. Paying nearer to £3000 will give you a 
wider range of cars to choose from, most of which 


seem in better shape, but mileages will still be over 
the 1 00,000 mark. This isn't a major problem as 
long as you look for signs the car has been well 
cared for. The nicest, last-of-the-line 330d models 
with the better engine and six-speed command 
more, and those with less than 100,000 miles on 
them are going for as much as £4000-5000. 
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Write and win 
with Meguiar’s! 

We've teamed up with those car cleaning wizards at Meguiar's to provide 
the winner of the best letter each month with a fabulous Meguiar's New Car Kit. 

This superb kit includes Ultimate Wash & Wax, Ultimate Wax, Endurance Tire gel, a 
Microfibre Wash Mitt, a Water Magnet and a Soft Foam Applicator pad worth £34.99! 
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Sat nav sorrow 

I was pleased to notice that at long last BMW is 
offering cheaper sat nav options when it comes to 
their new cars. But why has it taken so long? For 
years they have been charging what I can only 
describe as extortionate amounts for sat nav 
systems. Whilst I understand they may work very 
well, other rival manufacturers have been offering a 
range of entry level, less sophisticated sat navs that 
do the job of getting you from A to B just fine for 
far less money. Anyway, it seems I've missed the 
boat, as my F20 1 Series does not have sat nav. 

But it does have a large screen display in the 
centre of dashboard. So I want to know if there's 
an easy way to add the sat nav function to the 
existing system? I'd like to think it's just a matter of 
putting in a disc, but I suspect you're going to tell 
me it's a lot more complicated than that. 

John Swanton 


It's a good point you bring up John, BMW's sat nav 
systems have always been a pretty expensive 
option whereas both Audi and Mercedes have 
offered far cheaper solutions. It's only since the 
introduction of Drive and the standard fit display 
screens that sat nav prices have started come 
down. . . although many models have it as 
standard now. 

4s for your car, the good news is that yes, it 
does seem to be possible to add, or rather convert 
your existing system to sat nav. The bad news is 
there is a lot to change, it reguires some specialist 
coding to get it all working properly and worst of 
all, it's very expensive. 

The general consensus seems to indicate that it 
will cost a few thousand pounds in fact, and for 
the price, it's easier just to buy a portable sat nav 
such as a TomTom or Garmin and use that 



xDrive excitement 


A few years ago I wrote a letter to BMW Car asking it 
to pay more attention to the X-family. This time I 
write to thank BMW Car for all the attention the 
xDrive BMWs have got in the past year or so. As not 
all BMW enthusiasts (including myself) are as gifted 
as Roberto Ravaglia in a rear-wheel driven car, the 
xDrive technology really is a feature that adds joy and 
safety to driving. To me xDrive has a great future 
ahead, even to M cars. 

Bert Coenen 

We're glad the content is to your liking Bert! xDrive 
cars certainly add an extra sense of reassurance for 
the driver and there's no denying the system is 
extremely effective; you can't seem to catch it out, 
and we've tried! 

4s for the xDrive M cars, we're not sure many 
others will be as welcoming to the idea as you are 
but, opinions aside, it does make sense in many 
ways. With plenty of rivals now featuring all-wheel 
drive technology for their performance models 
there's no doubt the M cars could be made even 
more effective with xDrive. Perhaps not as enjoyable 
or as engaging, but more effective none-the-less. 


Hola from Spain 

As a reader in Spain and owner of several BMWs, I 
am trying to contact the editor. Bob Harper. If my 
memory isn't failing me, he had problems with the 
mass meter in his E34 M5, so he sent it for repair in 
the USA. I've lost that particular issue and I want to 
read about it again, as the one in my M635CSi is 
suffering similar problems. If the solution went well 
and the new owner of the M5 is happy with it, it 
would be great if he could reply, so I can repair mine. 

Javier Esquer 

It was in July 2014 that I had the MS's poorly air 
mass meter restored to good health. The company 


was called Injection Labs, based in Colorado. You 
can get in contact via www.injectionlabs.com. The 
company were a pleasure to deal with and as far as 
Tm aware the meter is still working correctly. 

However, Tm fairly sure Tm right in saying that the 
MSSSCSi uses an Air Flow Meter (shared with the 
E28 MS) and these parts are still available to buy 
new and are also much easier to repair. I only had 
the MS's MAF repaired in the US as I couldn't track 
down a UK-based company to repair it In the case 
of the MGSSCSi Td recommend buying a new one or 
having your repaired locally rather than having to 
send it all the way to America - BH. 
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Tactful tips 

I must agree with Gordon Dunsmuir's comment 
about part prices (Post Bag, March 2015). Although 
I don't agree with his final comment that "cars 
cannot be maintained with original parts as the price 
becomes completely prohibitive..." I've just about 
saved the total cost (tongue-in-cheek) of my E34 
BIO over the past 20 years of ownership because I 
refused to pay silly prices for parts and service at 
dealers, although I do admit to using them 
occasionally. Since the internet began I've searched 
for parts online from around the world with great 
success, and with everything delivered to my door in 
Australia, all OEM, and nothing ever lost. The best 
part is the cost, including shipping, has always been 
a fraction of the local dealer price. 

I still own the BIO and only recently grabbed a 
part from Lativa to send down, a very elusive 
positive terminal cap for the engine bay. OEM and 
only £6.00 delivered from Latvia to Australia. In 
fact, my current Latvian contact can, apparently, 
also supply new and used OEM parts at will, at 
very reasonable cost. 

OEM parts are far more readily and easily 
available from the internet now compared to how 
it was when the internet was in its early days. Even 
for the E34 and earlier cars, just about everything 
from the smallest screw or clip, body parts, lights, 
modules etc to a complete gearbox or engine is 
obtainable. Admittedly, sometimes it takes some 
searching and price-comparing but I eventually 
have success. In fact, the 'net is now so 
sophisticated one only has to obtain a correct part 
number, also from searches, and enter it into the 
box and hit 'search' and up comes thousands of 
choices where to obtain that part. And if one 
wishes to search for the photograph of those parts, 
use the word 'pics' with the number and go 
through the hundreds of photographs. Brilliant I 
reckon. Whatever did we do 30 years ago? 

BMW Car's answer to Gordon also struck a note 
with me that "perhaps BMW charge high prices on 
purpose". I totally agree. I would suggest that, these 
days, most manufacturers do the same thing so 
when a car is in for service the OEM parts box gets 
raided at their price. If a lazy customer simply 
wanders to the dealer parts counter, he will be 
stung. I haven't spent a lot of time figuring out how 
online sellers of genuine parts get their parts and I 
don't really care. If the parts are a fraction of dealer 


prices and the part is actually genuine, who cares? 

A word of warning though; in this age where so- 
called 'genuine' parts are duplicated extremely 
cheaply and in abundance, then trafficked from 
places like Asia, one must be careful. Another thing 
I've noticed recently, mostly from USA, are OEM parts 
advertised/supplied at very reasonable prices but with 
a nasty twist. Shipping costs can be ridiculous, and I 
suspect, wildly inflated to cover the initial part price. 
So, buy the part thinking you have a bargain and 
whamol you're struck with the shipping charges, plus 
sometimes, an import tax by the receiving country. It 
can hurt. I recently wanted two oil canister bolts for 
the E39, advertised price £2.60 ($4) each, 'shipping' 
£37 ($56). BMW AG price was around the same 
£40-1- shipping! So who's fooling who? 

One thing recently made me smile whilst 
searching. I came across a site, written in English, with 
good prices and range, with phone numbers and 
street address, except no internet address, no suburb 
or country! I initially dumped the site but was 


intrigued as to where it actually was. France. I 
guessed they may have built their own site and left 
out the final word... they knew where they were, 
just forgot to tell others. 

And totally unrelated; Bob Harper's editorial in 
the March issue raises the question about the 
increasing difficulty of identifying different models. 
Ain't that the truth! We all used to play the game 
of spot the model now it's spot the brand, if you 
can. I always used to look out for other BMWs in 
the outback and give a wave. Now I don't even 
bother to figure out what the brand is. 

Jim Huet 

Thanks for writing in Jim. You're clearly a man that 
is well educated when it comes to sourcing those 
sometimes-elusive parts on the internet Hopefully 
your advice will help other readers safely venture 
down that road! And as for BMW's identity crisis; 
don't give up on it just yet! You know an i8 when 
you see it, that's for sure! 


Back issues 

I'm a keen reader of the magazine but 
have been working away for a few 
months and missed the January 2015 
and February 2015 issues of the 
magazine. Is there anywhere I can buy 
them other than resorting to eBay? 

Ed Holden 

Yes, you can buy back issues from 
www.bmwcarmagazine.com or 
download them digitally via 
www.pocketmags.com/bmwcar. 






BMW Car magazine and Unity Media pic do not necessarily share the views expressed within the 
letters on these pages and accept no responsibility for any inaccuracies they may contain. 
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AND SAVE OVER £30* 


CHOOSE THE SUBSCRIPTION THAT’S BEST FOR YOU... 


PAY JUST £3.15 PER ISSUE 

WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE BY DIRECT DEBIT* 


PAYING BY CHEQUE 
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• 3 month subscription £9.45 - SAVE £4.05! 

• 6 month subscription £18.90 - SAVE £8.10! 

• 12 month subscription £37.80 - SAVE £16.20! 

• 24 month subscription £75.60 - SAVE £32.40! 
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1. Online @ www.bmwcarmagazine.com 

2. Telephone 01732 748084 

3. Post: BMW Car subscriptions, Freepost RTGU-UETS-EERS, 
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BMW DEALS 


BMW Buyer 

Our monthly look at what’s hot, or not, in the BMW marketplace 



Words: Guy Baker 

he UK new car nnarket has gone fronn 
strength to strength with BMW being one 
of the key nnovers. While nnany expected 
new car sales to be at a sinnilar level to 
those recorded in February last year, the 
Society of Manufacturers and Traders actually reported 
an increase in sales of 12 per cent for February 2015 
- with the nnajor growth in the fleet sector. BMW now 
hold a 5.4 per cent nnarket share for 2015, up 19.5 
per cent on 2014, and with Group revenues up 5.7 
per cent to €80.40 billion the BMW Group posted its 
best global February sales - 151,952 BMW, MINI and 
Rolls-Royce vehicles were bought. 

Approved Used BMW sales are also perfornning 
well: "From a used car perspective sales pitches have 
retained a high level of activity and demand for most 
models has remained firm," says Rupert Pontin, head 
of valuations at Glass's. "BMW's appeal is growing as 
used buyers respond to the halo effect from some of 
the new models that BMW has launched over the last 
six months." As a result, most used BMW values have 
remained in line with the rest of the market. 

Nearly-new customers seem to be especially drawn 


to newer niche models, such as the X4, 4 Series 
Coupe, 6 Series Gran Coupe and X3, while buyers of 
older used BMWs are seeking out diesel 1 Series and 
3 Series models. Unless the model has a low spec, 
discounts on these two used BMWs are becoming 
harder to glean. On a more positive note for bargain 
hunters; the 3 Series GT model remains a difficult sell, 
and the 5 Series GT is proving even harder to shift. 

Check out your local BMW dealer and you'll 
discover some attractive BMW 1 Series contract hire 
deals right now. With no need to worry about 
depreciation or selling the car on, you could have 
nothing more to pay at the end of the agreement. A 
1 16i Sport five-door hatchback is £249 a month 
including VAT over 48 months, while a 120d xDrive M 
Sport is £289. You'll have to put down a large initial 
rental (effectively a deposit) so compare any contract 
hire deal with other available finance options. 

Alternatively you could get a decent online discount 
on a new diesel 1 Series, with www.broadspeed.com 
offering discounts of £1339 on a 1 14d ES 95hp five- 
door, £ 1 422 on a 1 1 6d SE three-door and £ 1 644 on 
a 120d SE 184hp five-door hatch • 



Top three £25 ,000 5 Series estates 

As mentioned earlier there are some really good deals to be had on used 5 Series GTs at the moment. But if you just can't live with the looks of the GT, then a 5 Series 
estate offers even greater practicality - without any of the visual drama. These three £25,000 contenders all make appealing used buys. 



535d M SPORT 
TOURING (FIO) 

(2010 TO 2012) 

Fast becoming a classic choice for those seeking 
power and practicality with substantial future tuning 
potential. Twenty-five big ones bags a pre-face-lifted 
example with around 80,000 miles on the clock and 
a 5.7-second 0-62mph time. Chuck in 35mpg and an 
annual road tax bill of just £180 and a 535d M Sport 
Touring is damned hard to resist. 


520d SE 

TOURING (FIO) 

(2012-ON) 

Fancy a new face-lifted FIO for the same money? 
Then look no further than the 520d SE Touring. With 
184hp the performance is still good enough for most 
situations and the running costs are a lot lower - with 
over 60mpg possible on long runs and a £1 10 a year 
road tax bill. £25,000 will put you behind the wheel 
of a 20k-mile minter. 


M5 TOURING (E61) 

(2005 TO 2010) 

No introduction needed here. An exclusive engine 
and quite possibly the last of its kind we'll see on 
these shores. It delivers 507hp in a unique way - 
with a £25,000 budget sufficient for a 35k-mile face- 
lifted example, packing more toys than Hamleys. 
However, 18mpg (if you're lucky!) and 361g/km of 
CO 2 mean you will need deep pockets to run one. 


Many thanks to John Warren Cars (wwwJndependentbmw.co.uk) for its assistance with BMW Buyer 
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Prices paid last month for average condition BMWs at auction 


And remember... 

Always arrive early at car auctions, pick up the sales catalogue and exannine the vehicles in the line-up 
before the bidding starts. In addition to the hamnner price, you'll have to pay a small buyer's fee. You'll 
need to provide a deposit of at least £500 (in cash or by Maestro or Visa Delta debit card) but the balance 
of the purchase price and the buyer's fee can be paid via banker's draft, cash, cheque, telegraphic 
transfers, credit or debit card. 


Forecourt find 

PREACHING TO 
THE CONVERTED 

Truly immaculate E46 M3 Cabriolets are becoming 
thin on the ground, so we were delighted to unearth 
this concours 23,560-mile Carbon black example at 
Guildford-based performance specialist Millennium 
Heroes. A face-lifted SMC 2 version, this 2005/55- 
plate M3 comes with a complete BMW main dealer 
service history, plus a file containing all the BMW 
service and repair invoices and MoT certificates. A 
comprehensive spec includes red Nappa leather 
upholstery, 19-inch alloys, sat nav, a Harmon Kardon 
sound system, electric heated memory seats. Xenon 
headlights, climate control, cruise control, and rear 
parking sensors. Asking price for this future classic is a 
hefty £21,995 (with 12 months MoT) but we're sure 
there's some scope for negotiation. 

Web: www.millenniumheroes.com 
Tel: 01483 338 902 


BMW Car's lowdown on the latest 
prices paid for average condition 
BMWs at auction. To find your 
nearest auction house check out: 
www.british-car-auctions.co.uk 


Model 

Trim/transmission 

Year/registration 

Mileage 

Price 

330i 

Sport Saloon, auto 

2002/52 

71k 

£1650 

530i 

SE Saloon, auto 

2003/53 

105k 

£2850 

X5 30d 

M Sport, auto 

2004/04 

105k 

£6450 

645Ci 

Convertible, auto 

2004/04 

59k 

£7300 

535d 

M Sport Touring, auto 

2005/05 

65k 

£8400 

Alpina D3 

Bi-Turbo Coupe, manual 

2008/58 

121k 

£8550 

650i 

Coupe, auto 

2006/06 

74k 

£9450 

320i 

SE Business Edition Touring, manual 

2010/10 

50k 

£10,050 

120d 

M Sport Coupe, manual 

2010/60 

47k 

£10,200 

320d 

Exdusive Edition Touring, manual 

2011/61 

78k 

£10,300 

320d 

SE Convertible, auto 

2012/61 

43k 

£15,800 

3181 

Sport Plus Coupe, manual 

2012/12 

Ilk 

£16,700 

118d 

M Sport Convertible, manual 

2013/63 

23k 

£18,200 

320d 

M Sport Convertible, auto 

2011/11 

16k 

£19,300 

6401 

SE Convertible, auto 

2012/12 

16k 

£31,750 

Prices quoted are hammer prices and will be subject to buyer's premium 


BMW 530d GT 
(F07) (2009-2012) 

With the 5 Series GT currently 
unloved by most used buyers there 
are some serious discounts to be 
had. If you can see beyond the 
styling a BMW 530d GT offers pretty 
serious metal for your money with 
2010 examples struggling to sell 
for £17,000. 

With 245hp on tap the 530d GT 
does 0-62mph in 6.9secs, 43.5mpg 
on the combined cycle and road tax is 
currently a very reasonable £205 a 
year. And most used examples have 
high specs with plenty of optional 
extras. Offer 1 0 per cent under the 
asking price and negotiate from there. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE 


FROM THE ARCHIVE... 

Another selection of back issues showing what 
we were up to five, ten and 15 years ago 



BMwcar 


May 2010 

It was in this issue that we reported that 
at BMW's annual accounts conference 
(not usually the most riveting of affairs) 
the chairman of the board, Norbert 
Reithofer, dropped the bombshell that: 
"There will be front-wheel drive BMWs in 
the smaller vehicle classes in the future." 
The internet nearly crumbled under the 
weight of opposition to this statement 
but here we are, five years later and 
these cars have become a reality. We still 
don't think the BMW enthusiasts are 
particularly happy about it though! 

Our cover story centred on the debut 
of the new FI 1 5 Series Touring and we 
also had our first in-depth drive of the 
FIO 5 Series Saloon when dep ed Seb piloted a 530d SE back from the south of 
France and concluded: "The FIO is the best 5 Series to date, the class leader in 
terms of performance and economy and possibly the best all-round car that BMW 
produces today. Its breadth of abilities is so great and it does everything so well 
that you can't help but wonder how it could possibly be improved." 



May 2005 

We had a full range of features this 
month ranging from tuned beasts, the 
latest road tests, a dash of motorsport 
and a liberal sprinkling of classics. 

The main tuner car was Discovery 
Automotive's E39 M5 that featured a 
host of changes to make it at the time 
the world's most powerful E39 M5 - 
kicking out an impressive 600whp. 

Floltam travelled off to Spain to drive 
an E90 330i back to the UK and paid a 
hefty €750 fine en route for doing 
207km/h... lucky he wasn't clocked at 
the indicated 260km/h he was doing for 
the obligatory flat-out speedo shot! 

It was also Floltam who was lucky 
enough to try out a rather special E36 M3 Evo that had been given the full AC 
Schnitzer CIS treatment. Truth be told he was never the biggest E36 fan but he 
raved about this car: "It's not only the best-looking E36 I've ever encountered, but 
it's one of the best-handling BMWs I can ever recall testing." Fligh praise indeed. 

We also sampled a Flartge FIS (an E34 Five complete with the company's 4.7- 
litre V8), an Alpina BIO Bi-Turbo, drove a MINI around Las Vegas and the editor 
was most annoyed at destroying two alloys on a pothole in his E46 320d! 



May 2000 

This issue marked the end of an era as it 
was the last one to feature Charles 
Armstrong-Wilson as the editor. Charles had 
been editor for four years and he was 
responsible for building the magazine's 
strong following in its early years. 

Our cover story featured the new E46 3 
Series Convertible, although the cover shot 
was perhaps rather an unusual angle of the 
car. Perhaps the biggest news this month 
though was that BMW had sold Rover with 
Land Rover and Range Rover going to Ford 
and the Rover and MG brands being sold to 
Alchemy, a story that didn't end well. 

Perhaps one of the most interesting 
pieces in this issue though were two 
2002tiis that had been restored at a cost of £40,000... each! We thought the 
owner must have been mad before we went to see the cars but once we'd looked 
them over and given them a drive we could see their appeal. Oh and on the 
subject of money our classifieds had the following gems: E30 M3 Evo II (£9500), a 
Cecotto (£8500) and an Alpina B7 Turbo for £5750. Makes you want to cry! 


BMW IN ADVERTS 
A trio of ads from the 1980s this month with the 
323i, Alpina B9 and the E32 750i range-topper 

1982: E28 Alpina B9 

"Are you ready to go beyond the 
Supercar?" this Alpina advert asked 
when extolling the virtues of its B9. It 
reckoned 245 hp "demands respect" 
and that its "luxury saloon" could 
"accelerate, corner, overtake and 
dominate the road in a way that only 
impractical two-seaters have ever 
done before." 

It reckoned Alpinas were driven by 
"automotive gourmets to whom 
other so-called supercars are, simply, 
less than ideal." It concluded that on 
a test drive was actually more of a 
driver test and that you'd 
"experience standards of 
performance and refinement which 
make the term 'supercar' seem 
suddenly inadequate." 

1988: E32 750i/iL 




M!NM 57081 


BMW made a big deal about the VI 2- 
engined E32 back when it was new, 
and rightly so, as it was the first 
German VI 2 since the second world 
war. The advert reckoned it contained: 
"Engineering with only one aim: 
making the passion for driving more 

1983: E30 3231 



cultivated than ever." Its engine was 
said to have: "Enormous power 
reserves... superb smoothness of 
running and breathtaking driving 
performance" and this "highly 
sophisticated engineering" was 
"virtually maintenance-free". 


The irony here is that while E30s 
have a reputation for being wayward 
in the handling department here's an 
advert claiming the exact opposite 
while adding that its depreciation will 
be as good as its road holding. 

It used quotes from Motor to 
describe the 323i's virtues. Its engine 
gave "a silky hum" while the 
handling was "taut" without any 
"harshness". The ad also said the 
323i was likely to depreciate "up to 
half as fast as several mass produced 
alternatives". It concluded: "So 
though you can expect your 3 Series 
to be quicker through the bends 
you'll be reassured to know that it'll 
be slower to go downhill." 
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TECHNICAL TIPS 


F10 quality? 

I'll make no bones about the fact that I really rate the FIO 5 Series - it's 
a lovely car from just about every viewpoint. However, I've been hearing 
tales about some issues - nothing major, but the sort of thing that takes 
the shine off ownership. The first is the white symbols being worn off 
switches and heater controls. That's no big deal really but it gives the 
impression that the switch was manufactured by a company that didn't 
really care. The switches on an E34 didn't do that. I heard about the 
stitching on a leather seat bolster coming undone the other day and it's 
on a seat whose leather is still unworn so it's not a 135,000-mile car 
with a sales rep the size of Geoff Capes at the wheel. This is the price 
you pay for cheaper cars. 

Well, let's examine this one - 20 years ago in 1995, an E34 520i SE 
with cloth trim and no air-con cost £23,995 and 20 years later, a 520i 
with AC, 'nav and leather costs just £8000 more when house prices and 
wages have more than doubled. With the E34 and Mercedes W124, the 
makers designed the car the best they could, spec'd the materials highly 
and gave the very expensive end result to the sales guys to add a profit 
margin - that's why a 520i in 1995 was the equivalent of £45k today, 
why few could afford to buy one and why it would race up to 200,000 
miles on one exhaust and battery. 

Today of course, all cars short of a Rolls Royce are cost-pared under 
the skin and the reason nobody makes a car as robust as the E34 or 
the W124 Merc is because nobody would pay for it and they'd go out of 
business - times have changed. I'm not keen on the standard BMW 
leather anyway - in an ideal world I'd spend the extra two grand and 
have an artisan hand-stitching my Nappa leather. 




Old radios 

Back in the days of the E30, a radio was an 
pricey optional extra and the radios of choice 
were made by Blaupunkt - many base model 
cars came with a Blaupunkt Cambridge radio 
cassette player. By the time the E36 arrived in 
1991 this was becoming less acceptable and 
a standard radio began to be phased in on 
BMWs. By 1993 this was normally a BMW 
RDS cassette player by Philips and by 1995 
they were standard pretty much across the 
board. This Philips unit was of high quality and 
was also easy to use. It even had a plug on 
the back to take a CD player lead. However, 
that didn't stop some owners 'improving' on 
this. My 1998 E36 318i Touring is a prime 
example - the original radio had been 
replaced by some Sony unit from the Nineties 


that was harder to use and made that 
annoying bleeping noise when the ignition 
was turned off. It wasn't good at picking up 
stations and the sound quality wasn't great. 

As a result, many owners of BMWs from 
the Eighties and Nineties are reverting to a 
proper radio. These days, a good working 20 
year old BMW Philips cassette player with a 
code and good pixels is £50 and rising; they'll 
be £100 plus soon as stocks are dwindling, 
whilst high-end Blaupunkt radios such as the 
New York are already approaching £200. 1 was 
lucky to find a perfect original BMW RDS unit 
from a 1999 Compact for a mere eight quid 
and it's looking and sounding fine in the dash. 
The outgoing Sony is on eBay for a similar 
sum as we speak, and good riddance to it. 


E46 bulb holders 

Most things that BMW do are an improvement on what went 
before, but not always. Take the 2001 -onwards E46 face-lift 
Saloon for example. On the previous model that arrived in 
1998, the connector plug that slots into the rear bulb holder 
was never a problem. Nor was it on the E36 before that or 
any other 3 Series. But for some reason or other, they are a 
known problem on the face-lift E46 that arrived in September 
2001 . Coupes and Tourings don't appear to be affected - 
unless you know otherwise. The problem is pin number two 
on the connector block for the brown earth wire. This just 
burns out and occasionally there is smoke and melted plastic 
involved and just about every relevant aged E46 Saloon I've 
seen has had both new plugs as well as the main bulb 
holder. These aren't too expensive new - about £25 for the 
bulb holder and £15 for the plug and a set of white wires that 
you solder into the existing loom. The earth contact simply 
isn't up to the job so you need to unplug it and examine both 
the plug and the contact in the bulb holder - you may well 
find that the pin is burning away just as it goes into the plastic 
bit. How to cure it? As well as buying a new plug and bulb 
holder. I've heard that adding an extra earth point on the bulb 
holder takes the strain away from that single earth wire. 
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TECHNICAL TIPS 



E46 Compacts 

It's odd that despite the runaway success of the original E36 Compact, the 2001- 
onwards E46 version never really repeated the same sales numbers despite being a 
much better car. Some odd styling - particularly the Lexus style tail-lights on the 
originals - probably didn't help it but if you're buying an E46, the Compact is the one 
to have. 

Firstly, that third door is immensely useful - I can never understand why anyone 
would buy a Saloon these days. Secondly - the Compact doesn't rust anything like as 
badly as the other E46 models. The front wings and rear arch rust that seems to blight 
the rest of the E46 range just doesn't seem to happen on the Compact. You will find 
rusty examples of just about anything but Compact E46s are a lot better than the rest. 

Problems? The inevitable N42 and N46 dramas on the 316ti and 318ti - timing 
chain and tensioner, oil leaks and so on. The 320td likes a turbo and many will be due 
a new one plus those swirl flaps need binning. The 325ti though was a cracking car and 
is clearly the one to buy if you can afford to fuel it. Look for the usual knackered 
radiator, blocked breathers and rusty brake pipes that afflict all E46s. Make sure the 
windows go up and down too as Compact window regulators are different to the 
others - and they are BMW-only with no aftermarket alternative. If you must go four- 
cylinder, a 318ti is a decent thing. Just invest £500 from the outset - new chain and 
tensioner, cam cover and vacuum pump gaskets and a crankshaft position sensor. With 
fully synthetic oil it should be good for another 70,000 or more at 40mpg. 



E34 M5 EDO 


When it was new, the Electronic Damper Control (EDC) system on the 1991- 
onwards 3.8-litre M5 was a great idea. Not only did it have the self-levelling from 
the previous 3.6 model but EDC meant that the dampers would always be at the 
right setting thanks to the computer that controlled them. When BMW stocked 
them, a set of four Boge EDC shocks was in the region of four grand, but stocks of 
new ones are running very thin now and you can bet your life that Boge isn't going 
to start making them again for such a limited run car. The choices then were either 
look big and pay up, try and find used ones (good luck with that) or convert to non- 
SLS and non EDC suspension. This involves a pair of post- 1991 E34 or E32 front 
legs (they're the same), a set of four Bilstein B6 or B8 dampers, a suitable spring kit 
from the likes of Eibach or H&R as well as four top mounts and an E34 535i power 
steering pump. A lot of labour is involved in the conversion when you factor in 
removing the old SLS pipework and spheres plus the wiring for the EDC - reckon 
on ten hours. The result though is a good handling E34 that will always be 
serviceable and reliable. 

However, a company called PUH Nagengast in Poland (www.nagengast.pl) is 
rebuilding knackered E34 M5 shocks amongst others. The cost depends on how 
bad they are and there will always be a scenario where one damper is too bad to 
repair - for example when the damper shaft is rusty. I'm told a standard rebuild is 
around £300 a corner and the finished article looks impressive. If the rest of the 
system - the ECU, wiring connectors, SLS pipework and spheres - are okay, this is a 
good option. Otherwise, chucking it all in the bin and going the Bilstein route is the 
sensible choice although opinion seems to be slightly split on whether this will 
adversely affect a car's value in the future. Ultimately, as numbers dwindle, an all 
original M5 with fully-functioning EDC will probably be worth more one that has 
been converted to the Bilstein option. 



M30 tappets 

I doubt many readers will be running a BMW 
old enough to be using the straight-six M30 
engine but I was working on one recently and 
one of the old bogeys with it came to light. 
Whilst the M30 (and the four-cylinder MIO from 
which it was derived) was and still is a fabulous 
engine, valve gear wear was a problem back in 
the day. If the unit was correctly maintained, the 
cam cover would be lifted every 10,000 miles 
or every Inspection II, the tappets checked and 
the two banjo bolts that fed oil into the cam 
spray bar would be checked for tightness. This 
was important because once they started to 
loosen, oil pressure in the spray bar would drop 
and the cam lobes would be starved of oil. That 
leads to cam wear and it's a big and expensive 
job to sort out. The E28 535i I did the tappets 
on recently had less than 40,000 miles, and 
both banjos were finger-tight only. 


BMW, to its credit has sorted this problem 
recently, long after the M30 ended production in 
1 994 with the final straight-six E32 730i that ran 
alongside its V8 brother. What it's done is to 
alter the pitch of the thread slightly, making the 
banjo a spanner fit only - no more turning them 
in by hand. It has also coated the threads with a 
dried thread lock so once they're tightened to 
the correct 12Nm, they aren't coming loose 
again. Another neat trick is to open up the spray 
bar holes using a 2mm drill - there is one hole 
for two lobes and the bigger hole means more 
oil feed without a drop in oil pressure. I fitted 
these banjos and enlarged the oil holes on 
mine nearly 100,000 miles ago and at almost 
300,000, the cam is still the original. The part 
number for the new banjos (recognised by the 
circle machined into the top face) is 1 1 42 1 
738 621 and they fit the MIO units as well. 
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BMW CONCEPTS 


BMW CONCEPTS: 

The cars they could have made 

Z2 

This high-riding, long-nosed concept shared its mechanicals with 
an unlikely sibling but it could well have inspired a future icon... 



F or many years now, BMW has experimented 
with the idea of cross-platform sharing. By 
simply leaving the essential underpinnings 
intact and replacing the bodywork on top, it's 
easy to completely change a car's purpose. 
This idea was first explored using concept cars and 
that's how the Z2 was born. Apparently BMW's 
Technik engineers, who designed the original Z1 , 
intended for the same platform to be shared over 
three different body styles. The first was the sports car 
that made it to production, the second was this 12, 
also known as the Z1 Coupe and the third was a four- 
wheel drive version that never got off the ground. 

The Z1 platform was ideal for this experiment as 
virtually all of the bodywork was non-structural but 
little information exists about the Z2 other than a few 
pictures. We do know that the dimensions were, of 
course, virtually identical to the small sports car, but its 


styling made it appear quite an odd looking thing in 
most respects. The unique doors that lowered 
themselves down into the large side sill cavities were 
carried over from the Roadster and set the tone for 
the project. Now they would allow easy access to the 
more spacious cabin, which featured a proper boot 
area thanks to the short roof section, complete with 
prominent roof-rails, that extended to the rear to 
create a hatchback tail section. However, despite the 
hugely improved interior space, the Z2 remained 
strictly a two-seater. 

Elsewhere, the long, flat bonnet led to a front-end 
that displayed hints of 8 Series styling, with its narrow, 
pinched nose and short and wide kidney grilles. The 
slender headlights that wrapped around to meet the 
wheels and the large wing mirrors that featured 
additional lighting were a little more futuristic. What is 
hard to gauge from low down angles is how wide the 


car actually is. The arches are hugely swollen, 
particularly at the rear. From the back, the width is 
easier to note, and the bottom valance is also carried 
over from a Zl, although for its Z2 application it 
appeared to have twin-rectangular tailpipes. 

While we know the underpinnings were directly 
shared from the Zl , the raised ride height hinted at 
off-road ability and perhaps four-wheel drive. The 
large profile tyres, too, were certainly in keeping with 
this idea. 

But while BMW was clearly having some fun with 
the idea of hybrid crossovers that were both practical 
and sporty, the Z2 concept did share some striking 
similarities with a later model when you think about it. 
The bread-van style looks, strange proportions and 
huge arches were all traits adopted by the quirky Z3 
M Coupe some years later. We're glad that turned out 
to be lower and a lot prettier though • 
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£179 

OIL AND MICROFILTER SERVICE. 

FOR SELECTED BMW 3 SERIES MODELS* 
FOUR YEARS AND OLDER. 


The benefits of having your BMW 3 Series serviced by a BMW Retailer 
are considerably more than you might think. 

You’ll receive a great welcome, and coffee to match. You’ll enjoy our free 
wi-fi while you wait, or we’ll help you with onward transport. We’ll also 
give your car a complimentary wash and vac. 

You’ll also benefit from BMW Trained Technicians, Genuine BMW 
Parts - warranted for two years - and, above all, a really competitive price. 

For more information, simply enter your vehicle registration 
at www.bmw-service.co.uk 


*Price includes VAT, parts and labour. Excludes all M Power vehicles. Price shown is valid for BMW 3 Series E90 Saloon, E91 
Touring, E92 Coupe and E93 Convertible models over 4 years old from date of first registration. Participating Retailers only. 
Offer is subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time. 




